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AGENDA

Regular Meeting of the Calipatria City Council
City Council Chambers
125 North Park Avenue
Calipatria California 92233

Tuesday, September 9, 2025
Closed Session at 5:00 pm
Open Session at 6:00 pm

Michael Luellen, Mavor Laura Guiierrez, City Manager Iesse Llanas, Iire Chicl
Javier Amezcua, Mayor Pro-Tem Gilbert G. Otero, City Attorney Cheryl Fowler, Police Chief
Sylvia Chavez, Council Member Jane Hurtado, City Clerk Ldgar Self. Public Work Dircetor

Fred Beliran, Council Member
Jesse Rivas, Council Member

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

This is a public meeting. Any member of the public is invited to attend. The Calipatria
City Council welcomes public input during the Public Comment period of the sessions.

5:00 P.M. CLOSED SESSION

CALL TO ORDER:
ROLL CALL:

PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: Any member of the public
wishing to address the City Council on any items appearing on the closed session agenda
may do so at this time. Pursuant to State Law, the City Council may noi discuss or take
action on issues not on the meeting agenda. (Government Code Section 54954.2) There is
a time limit of three (3) minutes for anyone wishing to address the City Council on these
matters.

CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNS TO CLOSE SESSION

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL:

1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL -
Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) subdivision (d) of Section
54956.9
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Number of Potential Cases: 2

2. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS (SECTION 54956.8)

APN: 023-070-007 (portion of)
Property Address: 440 W Main Street

Agency Negotiator: City Manager

Negotiating Parties: Imperial Trucking, LLC
Under Negotiation: Potential for Lease and Terms

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION (SECTION 54957(b)(1))
Title of Position: City Manager
Title of Position: Fire Chiefl

Lad

4. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (SECTION 54957.6)

Agency Negotiator: City Manager

Employee Organization: Calipatria Police Officers Association
CITY COUNCIL CONVENES TO OPEN SESSION

6:00 P.M. OPEN SESSION

CALL TO ORDER:
ROLL CALL:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & INVOCATION:
CITY ATTORNEY: REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION ACTION
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: The City Council will discuss the order of the
agenda, may amend the order, add urgent items and or remove items from the consent

calendar prior to that portion of the agenda. For the purpose of the official city record, the
City Council may take care of these issues by entertaining a formal motion.

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC JA

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The City Council welcomes your input. Please remember to
shut off all cell phones. Now is the time for any member of the public to speak to the
Council. If there is an item on the agenda on which you wish to be heard, at this time,
please step to the podium and state your name and address for the record.

For matters not appearing on the agenda: If you wish to address the City Council
concerning a matter and/or any item not on the agenda but is within the City Council’s
Jurisdiction you may do so now. At this time, please step to the podium and state your
name and address for the record.

The Mayor reserves the right to place a time limit of three (3) minutes on each person’s
presentation. It is requested that longer presentations be submitted to the City Clerk in
writing 48 hours before the meeting.
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CONSENT AGENDA: The items appearing under the Consent Agenda will be acted
upon by the City Council in one motion without discussion. Should any Council Member
or other person wish to discuss any item, they may request that the item be removed from
the Consent Agenda and placed on the REGULAR BUSINESS Agenda.

1. Continued Delta Street Pump Station Emergency.
2. Warrants for the Month of August 2025
3. Minutes: August 26, 2025

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE:FB___ JR ML SC_JA
PUBLIC HEARING:

1. Public Hearing — Discussion/Action: City of Calipatria Specific Plan, Zone
change, General Plan Amendment, first reading of textual amendments to the
zoning code, and final Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
Eastside Specific Plan

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING at

Staff Report — The Holt Group, Francisco Barba
Public Comment:

City Council Discussion:

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING at

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC JA

ACTION ITEMS NEW/REGULAR BUSINESS (DISCUSSION/ACTION):
1. Approve/Disapprove: Specific Plan, Zone Change, General Plan Amendment,
first reading of textual amendments to the zoning code, and final Initial Study /
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC JA -
2. Approve/Disapprove: Designation of the Appointee for the Airport Land Use
Commission
MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC____JA

3. Approve/Disapprove: Airport Park Sewerline

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC JA

DH925AGN
3



4/d

4. Approve/Disapprove: GAFCON Strategic Plan Proposal

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC JA

STAFF and COUNCIL REPORTS:

ADJOURNMENT:
The next regular scheduled meeting of the City of Calipatria City Council is Tuesday,
September 23, 2025, at 6:00 pm

Close meeting at

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB JR ML SC JA

I, JANE HURTADO, City Clerk of the City of Calipatria, California, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY that the agenda was duly posted at Calipatria City Hall, 125 N Park Avenue,
Calipatria, California and on the City of Calipatria’s website not less than 72 hours prior
to the meeting per Government Code 54954(2).

Dated: September 5, 2025
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CONSENT - IT=M# L_

CALIPATRIA CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Date Submitted: Sept 5, 2025
Submitted By: Edgar Self, Public Works Director
Council Meeting Date: Sept 9, 2025

CONSENT~ DELTA PUMP STATION EMERGENCY
Subject: Delta Pump Station Emergency
The Delta Pump Station continues to operate under emergency resolution until repairs are completed.

With the City Council approval of the NADBank Grant Execution on 04.09.2024, NADBank has authorized the
City to proceed. Due to the delay in receiving parts, the completion of this project has been delayed.

The City will proceed with the rebuilding of the one existing pump (511,490 estimated plus tax). Parts have
been ordered. Cost will be reimbursed by the $250,000 grant funding.

As a reminder, the City will have a matching of 10% to the cost of the Delta Pump Station Project.

NO Change as of today’s date.

To date expenses are as follows:

Pump S 70,046.12*
Staircase Replacement: S 26,845.03
Electrical: S 83,146.81
Piping and valves: S 46,549.30*

Contract Pump Station Labor $117,000.00*

Total expenses paid to date: $343,587.26 (Use of ARPA funding * to be reimbursed by NADBank)



CONSENT - TEM#_A__

Warrants for Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

OPERATING ACCOUNT: AMOUNTS:
US Bank ~ General Account #5465
08/01/25 CK# 7346 -7310 $167,641.68
08/07/25 CK# 7398 - 7404 $104,149.54
08/15/25 CK# 7405 - 7442 $54,483.24
08/29/25 CK# 7443-7473 $73,377.52
Grand Total: $399,651.98
VOIDED CHECKS:

INFORMATION CARRY OVER:

08/07/25 CK# 7400
07/15/25 CK# 7407
ABSTAIN:
PAYROLL ACCOUNT: AMOUNTS:
US Bank ~ Payroll Account #0532
08/08/25 CK# 17636 - 17677 $42,611.57
08/22/25 CK# 17678 - 17685 $46,916.14
Grand Total: $89,527.71
Michael Luellen, Mayor Javier Amezcua, Mayor Pro-Tem
Sylvia R. Chavez, Councilmember Fred Beltran, Councilmember

Jesse Rivas, Councilmember



OPERATING ACCOUNT BY FUND:

AMOUNTS:

US Bank ~ General Account #5465
Fund 01 - General Fund

Fund 06 - Wastewater Fund

Fund 09 - Solid Waste Fund

Fund 10 - Gas Tax Fund

Fund 14 - Cliff Hatfield Memorial Airport
Fund 15 - SB0O1

Fund 32 - CDBG-CV1

Fund 33- CDBG-CV1

Fund 41 - Successor Agency

Fund 73 - Eastside Storm Drain

Fund 75 - American Rescue Plan

Fund 77 - Airport Community Center / Park
Fund 78 - CHP Cannabis Grant

Grand Total:

$160,290.63
$54,827.44
$53,383.48
$13,017.84
$63.40
$520.00
$4,447.50
$13,999.50
$185.00
$40,037.50
$8,800.00
$2,023.62
$48,056.07

$399,651.98




City of Calipatria 9/4/2025 3:08pm
Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025

For Alf Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID

7346 c 8/1/2025 7 AFLAC $318.46 O
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
811984 - Deductibles - July 2025 01-00-2004 5318.46

7347 C  8M/2025 14 Calipatria Firefighters Assoc. $188.40 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 6/23-7/8, 2025 - CFA Dues Run# 1658-2025 01-00-2605 594,20
Payroll 7/7-20, 2025 - CFA Dues Run# 1660-2025 01-00-2605 $94.20

7348 c 8/1/2025 16 City of Brawley $8,066.23 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
July 2025 - Dispatch Services - July 2025 01-25-7003 54 03317
July 2025 - Dispatch Services - July 2025 01-26-7003 $4,033.16

7349 c 81112025 86 Principal Life Insurance Company $1,223.85 (o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/1/2025-8/31/2025 - Benefits - August 2025 01-26-6900 $222 41
8/1/2025-8/31/2025 - Benefits - August 2025 06-06-6900 $220.39
8/1/2025-8/31/2025 - Benefits - August 2025 01-40-6900 $166.82
8/1/2025-8/31/2025 - Benefits - August 2025 01-25-6800 $266.79
8/1/2025-8/31/2025 - Benefits - August 2025 01-16-6800 $222.32
B/1/2025-8/31/2025 - Benefits - August 2025 01-90-6900 §125.12

7350 C  8/1/2025 96 Golden State Water Company $4,089.95 0
Invoice Mbr - Description GL Account Amount
50634100007/7/22/2025 - City Yard - 525 S 01-50-7013 $160.56
Sorensen
51934100002/7/22/2025 - 450 N Brown Ave (E 01-80-7013 5146.36
Califorina &)
80696400002/7/22/2025 - Fire Dept. - 125 Park 01-26-7013 $268.47
89834100003/7/22/2025 - Airport - 438 W Main 14-00-7013 545.40
72634100001/7/22/2025 - 125 Park - City Hall & 01-26-7013 $91.39
Fire Dept.
72634100001/7/22/2025 - 125 Park - City Hall & 01-80-7013 $91.40
Fire Dept.
39834100008/7/22/2025 - S Sorenson & Alley 01-90-7013 $57.857
Elder
98028300006/7/22/2025 - Police Dept. 140 W Main 01-25-7013 5332.24
25634100009/7/22/2025 - Lift Station - 424 06-06-7013 $60.01
International
2207540006/7/22/2025 - NAW/C of Library 01-80-7013 $1,259.57
10934100008/7/22/2025 - Flag Pale - 100 Park Irr 01-90-7013 3212.98
00934100008/7/22/2025 - Wellbeing Center - 101 01-80-7013 $95.44
N Lake
52075400003/7/22/2025 - Cormmunity Center - 01-90-7013 $1,267.56
150 Park

7351 c 8/1/2025 102 Parkhouse Tire, Inc. $469.56 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
30300894332 - PW - Service backhoe 01-90-7606 $117.39
30300894332 - PW - Service backhoe 06-06-7606 3117.39



City of Calipatria 9/4/2025 3:08pm
Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025
For All Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check # f Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID

30300894332 - PW - Service backhoe 01-40-7606 §117.39
30300894332 - PW - Service backhoe 01-50-7606 $117.39

7352 c 8/1/2025 109 Underground Service Alert/SC $66.00 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
720250103 - Regulatory compliance 06-06-7013 $66.00

7353 (o] 8/1/2025 143 Zendejas Hardware $1,066.05 (0]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
886020 - Mike Sell Park 01-90-7606 $53.88
885177 - Fire Dept. Supplies & equipment needed 01-26-7016 $43.08
886109 - PW - Supplies needed for maintenance 01-90-7606 $37.69
886116 - PW - Supplies needed for maintenance 01-90-76086 $24.00
885617 - Fire Dept. Supplies & equipment needed 01-26-7016 $36.59
885615 - Fire Dept. Supplies & equipment needed 01-26-7016 $31.22
885551 - Fire Dept. Supplies & equipment needed 01-26-7016 $63.55
885288 - Fire Dept. Supplies & equipment needed 01-26-7016 $32.30
885851 - PW - Building maintenance & parks 01-90-7606 $332.03
885856 - PW - Building maintenance & parks 01-80-7606 $15.39
885841 - Shop supplies & building maintenance 01-80-7606 $53.86
885823 - Shop supplies & building maintenance 01-50-7606 389.29
885786 - Shop supplies & building maintenance 01-50-7608 $S58.11
885684 - PW- Mike Sell park 01-90-7606 $19.91
885740 - PW - WWTP 06-06-7606 $30.13
B8B6116 - PW - Supplies needed for maintenance 01-50-76086 $47.80
885731 - PW - Single key 01-80-7806 $9.67
885142 - Fire Dept. Supplies & equipment needed 01-26-7016 $87.57

7354 C  BM/2025 165 El Centro Motors $4,381.36 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
6386874 - Police Dept. Unit 783 01-25-7606 $1,204.38
6387711 - Police Dept. Unit 783 - A/C repairs 01-25-7606 $3,176.97

7355 c 8/M/2025 188 Airgas USA, LLC $121.14 o
Invaice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
5517761894 - Fire Dept. Monthly medical axygen 01-26-8017 $121.14
expense

7356 C  8/1/2025 193 Calipatria Police Employees Association $200.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 6/23-7/6, 2025 - CPOA Dues Run# 1658- 01-00-2007 $100.00
2025
Payroll 7/7-20, 2025 - CPOA Dues Run# 1660-2025 01-00-2007 $100.00

7387 Cc 8/1/2025 185 City of Calipatria $180.16 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payrali 6/23-7/6, 2025 - UB Employees Run# 01-00-2011 560.04
1658-2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Torres, Chavez)
Payroll 6/23-7/6, 2025 - UB Employees Run# 06-00-2011 $60.04

1658-2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Torres, Chavez)
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7364

7365

7366

City of Calipatria

Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465

For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025
For All Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Type Date Vendor Name
Payroll 7/7-20, 2025 - UB Employees Run# 1660- 01-00-2011 §35.04
2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Torres)
Payroll 7/7-20, 2025 - UB Employees Run# 1660- 06-00-2011 $35.04
2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Tarres)
Cc 8/1/2025 339 California Department of Child Support Services
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 6/23-7/6, 2025 - Child Support: 01-00-2010 $179.07
(CSWS1702080) Run# 1658-2025
Payroll 7/7-20, 2025 - Child Support: 01-00-2010 5179.07
(CSW31702080) Run# 1660-2025
c 8/1/2025 470 McNeece Bros. Qil Company, In¢.
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
919124 - Public Works - operational fuel 06-06-7015 £751.33
919126 - Police Dept. Vehicle fuel 01-25-7015 $1,532.82
819124 - Public Works - operational fuel 01-40-7015 $1,001.76
919124 - Public Works - operational fuel 01-18-7015 5127.86
919124 - Public Works - cperational fuel 01-90-7015 §751.33
C  BM/2025 724 Brenntag Pacific, Inc
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
BPI534153 - Chemicals 06-06-7060 $6,213.62
c 81172025 768 CR & R Waste & Recycling Services
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
June 2025 - Monthly Service - June 2025 09-00-7003 $25,706.07
Cc 8M/12025 839 Verizon Wireless
invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
6118282899 - PD - Getac service &squipment 01-25-7013 $101.07
charge
c 8/1/2025 877 Sherwin Williams
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
0617-2 - PW- Traffic paint 10-40-7017 $1,591.09
c 81112025 913 Imperial Valley Paint Center
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
4034728 - PW - Materials for streets / crosswalks 10-40-7017 $233.60
c 8/1/2025 958 Southwest Equipment and Supply, Inc.
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
42451 - Fire Dept. Tire repair 01-26-7606 $35.00
C  8f/202s 1038 Special District Risk Management Authority
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
H8024 - Benefits Expense - August 2025 01-16-6500 $2,396 .60
H8024 - Benefits Expense - August 2025 01-25-6900 $4,279.65
Ha024 - Benefits Expense - August 2025 01-26-6900 $3,070.43
H8024 - Benefits Expense - August 2025 01-40-6800 $1,711.86
HB024 - Benefits Expense - August 2025 01-90-6800 §1,283.90
H8024 - Benefits Expense - August 2025 06-06-6900 $2,311.01

10

9/4/2025 3:08pm

Amount Status
$358.14 Q
$4,165.10 O
$6,213.62 0

$25,706.07 o}

$101.07 O
$1,591.09 o
$233.60 (o]
$35.00 o

$15,053.45 0



City of Calipatria 9/4/2025 3:08pm
Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025

For All Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID

7367 c B/1/2025 1080 County Motor Parts $31.99 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
544459 - Fire Dept. BK 100V 12V Inverter 01-26-7606 $31.99

7368 C  8M/2025 1118 Clearinghouse $559.60 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 6/23-7/6, 2025 - Child Support: 01-00-2010 $279.80
(001452488001) Run# 1658-2025
Payroll 7/7-20, 2025 - Child Support; 01-00-2010 $279.80
{001452488001) Run# 1660-2025

7368 c 8/1/2025 1130 Babcock Laboratories, Inc. $993.36 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
CG51460-9802 - Regulatory testing 06-06-7107 $157.31
CG51461-9802 - Regulatery testing 06-06-7107 $66.88
CG51651-9802 - Regulatory Testing 06-08-7107 $769.17

7370 C 8/1/2025 1140 Raul Bernal $106.30 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
July 2025 - Mileage reimbursement 06-06-6015 $21.00
7288 - Office supplies - reimbursement 06-06-7001 $85.30

737 [ 811/2025 1144 AT & T Mobility §$40.24 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
287298593833X06102025 - WIFI 01-16-7013 $40.24

7372 c 8/1/2025 1155 VESTIS $115.52 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
5220550996 - PW uniforms 01-40-7929 $6.62
5220550996 - PW uniforms 01-50-7929 $10.00
5220550996 - PW uniforms 01-80-7106 516.12
5220550996 - PW uniforms 01-80-7929 53.02
5220550996 - PW uniforms 06-06-7929 $4.96
5220553625 - PW - uniforms 01-50-7929 $10.00
5220553625 - PW - uniforms 01-80-7929 $3.02
52205509986 - PW uniforms 01-90-7929 $17.04
5220553625 - PW - uniforms 06-06-7929 $4.96
5220553625 - PW - uniforms 01-90-7829 $17.04
5220553625 - PW - uniforms 01-40-7929 $6.62
5220553625 - PW - uniforms 01-80-7108 $16.12

7373 c 8/1/2025 1184 Capital One Trade Credit $204.24 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
B0O7648/2 - Mike Sell Park 01-90-7606 §108.59
B02852/2 - Supplies 01-80-7104 $95.65

7374 c 8/1/2025 1214 HAAS Alert $1,759.12 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
INV 10440 - Fire Dept. Early warning, emergency 01-26-7003 5879.58
device
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City of Calipatria

Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025

For All Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Type Date Vendor Name
INV10441 - Fire Dept. Early warning, emergency 01-26-7003
device

c 8/1/2025 1216 ESO Solutions, Inc.
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
ES0-170510 - Fire Dept. Incident reporting system 01-26-7002

[ 8M72025 1220 Roberto Orozco
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
July 2025 - Mileage reimbursement 06-06-68015

C 8/1/2025 1231 Laura Gutierrez
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-17-7001
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 06-06-7001
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-80-7017
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-25-7606
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-25-7001
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-17-7003
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-16-7606
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-16-7004
7/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-17-7003
7/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-17-7002
7/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-01-7004
6/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 08-00-7001
7/30/2025 - Various - Reimbursements 01-16-7004

C 8/1/2025 1232 Edgar Self
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
7/29/2025 - Travel Expense, WW Training - Aug 4, 06-06-7004

2025 - Aug 7, 2025

c 8M1/2025 1235 Desert RV Service & Towing LLC
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
1718 - Fire Dept. New Onan Generator for the Haz- 01-26-7606
Mat Trailer

C 8/1/2025 1244 VGL Construction Inc.
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
Bl-140 - PW - Repairs 06-06-7003
Bl-141 - PW - Repairs 06-08-7003
Bl-142 - PW - Repairs 06-06-7003

c 8/1/2025 1249 HdL Coren & Cone
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account
SIN052588 - Contract Services Property Tax - July- 01-17-7002
Sept 2025

c B8/1/2025 1253 Navitas Credit Corp.
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account

41199576/8/10/2025 - Phone System - August 2025 01-80-7013

12

5879.56

Amaount
$4.115.00

Amount
$95.20

Amount
$165.08
$48.47
$35.55
$130.00
$29.90
$872 44
$130.00
$386.86
$172.49
$35.00
$388.57
548 46
5469.57

Amount
$301.00

Amount
$1,468.11

Amount
$1,700.00
£3,483.27
$3.483.27

Amount
51.677.41

Amount
$146.66

9/4/2025 3:08pm

Amount Status

$4,115.00 o}

$95.20 o
$2,923.39 0
$301.00 o

$1,468.11 o]

$8,666.54 0

$1,677.41 0]

$586.64 o]



City of Calipatria 9/4/2025 3:08pm
Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025

For Alf Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID
41199576/8/10/2025 - Phone System - August 2025 06-06-7013 $146 66
41199576/8/10/2025 - Phone System - August 2025 01-26-7013 5$146.66
41198576/8/10/2025 - Phone System - August 2025 01-25-7013 $146.66
7383 c 8/1/2025 1257 Brawley Analytical, inc, $139.50 0]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
001303 - Regulatory testing 06-06-7107 $139.50
7384 Cc 8/1/2025 1273 US Bank $10,494.92 (o}

Invoice Mbr - Description GL Account Amount
1/24/25-7/22125 - Various - Trainings, office & 06-06-7001 $184.30
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

520600202790 - Supplies for Library & City Hall - 01-80-7106 $31.05
1/24/25-7/22(25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-02-7017 $88.75
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-17-7001 §337.71
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-01-7017 $239.02
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 09-00-7001 5194 37
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-17-7002 $62.50
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-17-7017 $902.70
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-17-7110 $36.52
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-25-7001 $531.15
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-25-7004 $3,206 57
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-90-7606 $411.80
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 06-06-7002 $90.00
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-01-7004 $5428.89
cleaning supplies, senior program activities

1/24/25-7/22/25 - Various - Trainings, office & 01-80-71086 $204.91
cleaning supplies, senior pragram activities

BLK-1503183 - PW safety 01-40-7829 $03.54
S01739 - PW - a/c maintenance/repair 01-50-7606 $2,065.24
BLK-1503183 - PW safety 01-80-7929 $81.84
520600202789 - PD- maintenance supplies 01-80-7106 $44.03
convenience

BLK-1503183 - PW safety 01-80-7929 $46.77
1000956128 - PW safety 01-40-7929 $281.47
1000956128 - PW safety 01-90-7929 $246.29
1000956128 - PW safety 08-06-7929 $211.10
1000956128 - PW safety 01-80-7929 5140.74
520800202788 - Supplies for Library & City Hall 01-80-71086 582.76
403516B - PD - paint supplies 01-80-7104 $46,39
81230 - PD - caliber screen-printing 01-25-7929 $64.95
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544551 - PD - Bugs-B-Gone Gallon 01-80-7104 $56.91
7/25/2025 - PD - revolution air 01-25-7606 $2.50
BLK-1503183 - PW safety 08-06-7929 $70.15

7385 C 8/1/2025 1293 California Consulting, Inc $9,750.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
7213 - Fire Dept. Grant Writing Services 01-26-7003 $9,750.00

7386 C 8/1/2025 1301 Alejandro Estrada $1,170.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
1545 - IT Services - August 2025 01-17-7003 51,170.00

7387 C  8Mf202s 1323 Leonardo Rios $690.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
498469 - PD Vehicle car washes 01-25-7606 $320.00
498470 - PD Vehicle car washes 01-25-7606 $370.00

7388 C  BM/2025 1345 Kosmont Realty $613.60 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
2503.16-004 - SLA Advisory 01-17-7003 $613.60

7389 Cc 8/1/2025 1362 Amazon Capital Services $709.48 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
114.8422043.69159426 - Office supplies / office 01-17-7001 $323.20
toner
114.7983458.3679430 - Office supplies / office 01-17-7001 $171.30
toner
1XX4-63CC-RVT4 - Copy printer paper 01-16-7001 $40.93
114.9148764.5253035 - Office supplies / office 01-17-7001 $97.73
toner
114.5076709.4938603 - Office supplies / office 01-17-7001 §76.32
toner

7390 C  8M/2025 1363 The Desert Review $648.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
4705 - Legal Advertising - Bonita Place - 10-40-7010 $648.00
pedestrian safety improvement

7391 c 8/1/2025 1364 Desert Veterinary Group $50.00 o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
3207499 - PD - Euthanasia - 20 Ibs 01-25-7003 $50.00

7352 c 8/1/2025 1365 Transsupply $32,913.00 8]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
9011 - PD - 3x6 Mini Matrix Message Board - 78-25-7018 $32.913.00
Cannabis Grant

7393 c 8/1/2025 1366 SCS Engineers $2,023.62 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
0544831 - Phase |l Calipatria Airport 77-90-7003 52,023.62

7394 C  8M/2025 1368 County of Imperial $8,552.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
1-18-HOME-12574 HOME Activity Funds 33-00-7003 $9,552.00
Requested
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7395 c B/1/2025 1369 Efrain Zambrano $301.00 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
7/29/2025 - Travel Expense, WW Training - Aug 08-06-7004 $301.00
4,2025 - Aug 7, 2025

7396 c 8/1/2025 1370 4lLeaf, Inc $580.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
JO873-25A - June 2025 Services - 522 S Brown 01-05-7003 $580.00

7397 c 81112025 1371 David Trevino $424.50 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/10/25-8/15/25 - DUI & ARIDE Training - Travel 01-25-7004 $424.50
Expense

7398 c B/1/2025 1372 Ernest Pacheco $100.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
7/26/2025 - Refundable Deposit - Facility Use 01-17-4817 $100.00

7399 c B8/7/2025 54 The Holt Group, Inc. $97,787.23 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
25-02-015 - THG Project No. 142.321E 10-00-7003 $5.400.00
25-01-036 - THG Project No. 142 325 15-00-7003 $240.00
25-01-037 - THG Project No. 142 332 32-00-7047 $1.487.50
25-01-037 - THG Project No. 142.332 33-00-7047 $1,487.50
25-01-038 - THG Project No. 142.342 01-05-7003 $915.00
25-02-013 - THG Project No. 142 178 75-06-7003 $8,800.00
25-02-027 - THG Project No. 142.030 01-05-7003 $9,061.10
25-02-035 - THG Project No. 142 350 01-05-7003 $1,096.25
25-02-014 - THG Project No. 142.307 73-00-7003 $21,560.00
25-01-033 - THG Project No. 142.312 01-05-7003 $4,514 50
25-01-032 - THG Project No. 142.307 73-00-7003 §4,892.50
25-01-031 - THG Project No. 142 226 10-00-7003 $505.00
25-02-030 - THG Project No. 142.320 01-05-7003 $450.00
25-01-030 - THG Project No. 142.030 06-06-7003 $1,400.00
25-01-017 - THG Project No. 142.307 73-00-7003 $10,780.00
25-01-035 - THG Project No. 142.322 10-00-7003 $1,320.00
25-02-034 - THG Project No. 142,349 01-05-7003 $2,735.00
25-02-033 - THG Project No. 142,332 33-00-7047 $2,960.00
25-02-033 - THG Project No. 142,332 32-00-7047 $2,960.00
25-02-032 - THG Project No. 142.325 15-00-7003 $280.00
25-02-031 - THG Project No. 142.322 10-00-7003 $520.00
25-02-029 - THG Project No. 142307 73-00-7003 $2,705.00
25-02-028 - THG Project No. 142.226 10-00-7003 §970.00
25-01-030 - THG Project No. 142 030 01-05-7003 $10.647.88

7401 Cc 8/712025 1327 Purchase Power $2,037.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/5/2025 - Postage & Lease agreement June 3, 01-17-7110 $201.00

2025 - Sept 2, 2025
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Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
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For All Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check #/ Type Date Vender Name Amount Status
eCheck ID
8/5/2025 - Postage & Lease agreement June 3, 06-08-7110 $918.00
2025 - Sept 2, 2025
8/5/2025 - Postage & Lease agreement June 3, 08-00-7110 $918.00
2025 - Sept 2, 2025
7402 c 8/7/2025 1332 Pitney Bowes Global Financial Services LLC $280.31 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
3107335208 - Postage & Lease agreement June 01-17-7003 $280.31
3, 2025 - Sept 2, 2025
7403 c 8/7/2025 1338 Pitney Bowes Bank, Inc. Reserve Account $2,500.00 Q
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
53681912/8/7/2025 - Postage 06-08-7110 $1,125.00
53681912/8/7/2025 - Postage 08-00-7110 $1,125.00
53681912/8/7/2025 - Postage 01-17-7110 $250.00
7404 C B/7/2025 54 The Holt Group, Inc. $1,545.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
25-01-034 - THG Project Ne. 142.320 01-05-7003 $1,545.00
7405 C 8M5/2025 14 Calipatria Firefighters Assoc. $94.20 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 7/21-8/3, 2025 - CFA Dues Run# 1662-2025 01-00-2605 $94.20
7406 Cc 8/15/2025 57 Imperial Irrigation District $13,793.42 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
50001641/8/11/2025 - 125 N Park 01-80-7013 $670.19
50001641/8/11/2025 - 125 N Park 01-26-7013 $670.18
50001646/8/11/2025 - 102 E Main St 01-90-7013 $18.60
50001651/8/11/2025 - 105 5 Lake 01-80-7013 518.26
50001664/8/11/2025 - 286 E Alexandria 01-80-7013 $22.79
50001623/8/11/2025 - Sorenson S/0 Fern 01-80-7013 $18.00
50471659/8/11/2025 - 140 W Main St 01-25-7013 $748.15
50001635-8/11/2025 - 515 S Sorenson 01-50-7013 $333.25
50508779/8/11/2025 - 402 E California St 01-90-7013 518947
50001609/8/11/2025 - 190 Ball Park 01-90-7013 $221.79
50001605/8/11/2025 - 190 City Hall 01-80-7013 $1,095.53
50291961/8/11/2025 - HWY 111 and Main St 10-00-7013 $116.04
Clock
50920150/8/11/2025 - C/O Industrial Ave & Alamo 01-40-7013 $48.58
St Lift St
50800482/8/7/2025 - 440 W Main St A/IPRT HNGR 01-50-7013 $812.65
50892491/8/7/2025 - 440 W Main St 06-06-7013 $303.72
50675282/8/6/2025 - 106 W Lindsey Rd 06-06-7013 $6,754.70
50001613/8/6/2025 - St Lights 10-00-7013 $1.714.11
50132978/8/7/2025 - 440 W Main St 14-00-7013 $18.00
50160541/8/11/2025 - C/O Alexandria and W/S 06-06-7013 $19.11
International
7408 c 811512025 96 Golden State Water Company $174.76 8]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount

16



City of Calipatria 9/4/2025 3:08pm

Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From B/1/2025 To 8/31/2025

For Alf Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID

38834100008/7/30/2025 - S Sorenson & Alley 01-90-7013 $28.40
Elder
51045100008/7/30/2025 - Mikesell Park - 102 E 01-80-7013 $146.36
Main

7409 C 8/15/2025 113 Waxie Sanitary Supply $511.12 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
83422683 - City Hall Supplies 01-80-7106 $255.56
83422685 - Police Dept. restroom supplies 01-80-7106 $255.56

7410 C  Bi15/2025 143 Zendejas Hardware $178.09 (s]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
886348 - PW - parks, shop items 01-90-7606 $113.04
BB6348 - PW - parks, shop items 01-50-7605 $22.00
886332 - PW - parks, shop items 01-80-7608 $43.05

7411 C  B/15/2025 193 Calipatria Police Employees Association $100.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 7/21-8/3, 2025 - CPOA Duas Run# 1662- 01-00-2007 $100.00
2025

7412 C  8/15/2025 195 City of Calipatria $120.08 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 7/21-8/3, 2025 - UB Employees Run#1662- 01-00-2011 $60.04
2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Torres, Chavez)
Fayroll 7/21-8/3, 2025 - UB Employees Run#1662- 06-06-2011 $60.04
2025 {Navarro, Quintana, Torres, Chavez)

7413 C  B/M5/2025 339 California Department of Child Support Services $179.07 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Pavroll 7/21-8/3, 2025 - Child Support: 01-00-2010 $179.07

(CSWS1702080) Run# 1662-2025

7414 C  BlM5/2025 470 McNeece Bros. Qil Company, Inc. $1,401.75 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
919125 - Fire Dept. - July 2025 Fuel Expense 01-26-7015 $1,401.75

7415 C  8M5/2025 852 County of San Diego, RCS $274.50 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
26CALIPDNO1 - Police Dept - July radios service 01-25-7003 $274.50

7416 C  B/M5/2025 724 Brenntag Pacific, Inc $7,857.89 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
BPI539610 - Chemicals 06-06-7060 §7,857 89

7417 C  B8/M5/2025 725 PROFORCE LAW ENFORCEMENT $230.09 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
580325 - PD - 2 Tasers 01-25-7929 $230.09

7418 C  B/M5/2025 840 Ace Uniforms $1,000.00 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
500226422 - David Trevino - Uniform Voucher 01-25-7929 §750.02
SD0227226 - David Tevino - Uniform Voucher 01-25-7929 $249.98
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7419 C  B8i15/2025 848 FailSafe Testing $1,235.00 o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
14007 - Ladder Testing 01-26-7003 $1,235.00

7420 c 8/15/2025 894 Border Tactical $556.68 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
A218436 - C Fowler Unifarms 01-25-7929 $556.68

7421 C  BM5/2025 937 SoCalGas $13.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
711/2025-8/1/2025 - Vehicle Fuel 01-40-7015 $13.00

7422 C  B/15/2025 1008 Humane Society of Imperial County $500.00 o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/5/2025 - Animal Intake & Care Expenses for July 01-25-7049 $500.00
2025

7423 C  B8M15/2025 1020 AM Copiers, Inc $30.18 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
IN7930 - Professional fees 01-17-7003 $30.18

7424 C 8M5/2025 1039 Larry R. Bennett Insurance Agency $375.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
LRE#172 - Admin fees - August 2025 01-17-7003 $375.00

7425 C  8/15/2025 1118 Clearinghouse $279.80 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Pavroll 7/21-8/3, 2025 - Child Support: 01-00-2010 $279.80

(001452488001) Run# 1662-2025

7426 C  8M5/2025 1130 Babcock Laboratories, Inc. $157.31 (o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
CH50317-9802 - Reguiatory testing 06-06-7107 $157.31

7427 C  8M5/2025 1144 AT & T Mobility $40.24 8]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
287298593833X08102025 - Wifi 01-16-7013 $40.24

7428 C  B/15/2025 1146 Holtville Tribune $1,323.00 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
0101994 - Legal Advertising - English & Spanish 01-17-7010 $1,323.00

7429 C  8/15/2025 1155 VESTIS $165.42 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
5220559547/8/8/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-40-7929 $9.01
5220559547/8/8/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-80-7929 $3.27
5220559547/8/8/2025 - PW Uniforms 06-06-7929 86.76
5220556807/8/01/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-90-7829 $30.75
5220559547/8/8/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-80-7929 $19.84
522055954 7/8/8/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-80-7929 $16.13
5220558547/8/8/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-50-7929 510.00
5220556607/8/01/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-80-7106 B16.12
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5220556607/8/01/2025 - PW Uniforms 06-06-7829 317.21
5220556607/8/01/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-40-7929 $22.95
5220556607/8/01/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-50-7929 $10.00
5220556607/8/01/2025 - PW Uniforms 01-80-7929 $3.38

7430 C  8M5/2025 1181 TKE Engineering, Inc $185.00 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
2024-5092 - Development Services 41-00-7003 5185.00

7431 C  8/15/2025 1196 Christopher Hanks $144.68 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
81664321 - Reimbursement - Orleans Complex 01-26-6996 $144.68

7432 C  8/M5/2025 1257 Brawley Analytical, Inc, $139.50 o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
001341 - Regulatory testing 06-06-7107 $139.50

7433 C  8M5/2025 1273 US Bank $1,400.20 O
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
73208139345870 - Hotel - Aride training (V. 01-25-7004 $282.80
Cesena)
RCSXB2RQ4.J - Airbnb - DUI Training (V. Cesena) 01-25-7004 $547 .67
520600202787 - Fire Dept. Bottle water and 01-26-7017 §5215.01
supplies
8/1/2025 - PD Ink & 1TB Drive 01-25-7001 $182.02
6208 - Gloves for PD Officers 01-25-7929 $162.70

7434 C  8M5/2025 1280 Bound Tree Medical, LLC $661.65 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
85859746 - Fire Dept. Medical Supplies 01-26-8017 $358.01
85856349 - Fire Dept. Medical Supplies 01-26-8017 $303.64

7435 C  8Mb5/2025 1300 Lexipol, LLC $4,395.75 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
INVLEX 11256470 - Police Lexipol System 01-25-7003 54,395.75

7436 c 8/15/2025 1323 Leonardo Rios $520.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
498471 - PD - Vehicle wash 01-25-T606 $260.00
498472 - PD Vehicle wash 01-25-7606 $260.00

7437 C  BM5/2025 1362 Amazon Capital Services $118.72 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
114-6854814-3836268 - Cell phone case - PW 06-06-7001 $12.28
Standby
114-6854814-3836268 - Cell phone case - PW 01-40-7001 $12.28
Standby
114-5201356-7364206 - PD printer ink 01-25-7001 594,16

7438 C  8115/2025 1371 David Trevino $662.07 O
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
B8/10/2025 - Hotel & mileage reimbursement - DUI 01-25-7004 $662.07
training
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7439 c 8/15/2025 1373 ISM Lighting, LLC $15,143.07 (@]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
1192 - Pwer Generator, Light Tower Cart 78-25-7018 $15,143.07

7440 C  8/15/2025 1374 Rosalba Rendon $100.00 (8]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/2/2025 - Refundable Deposit 01-17-4817 §100.00

7441 C 8115/2025 1375 Victor Cesena $262.50 0
Invoice Mbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/19-8/21, 2025 - DUI training & Aride training 01-25-7004 $262.50

7442 C  8/15/2025 1375 Victor Cesena $159.50 (o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/27-8/29, 2025 - DUI training & Aride training 01-25-7004 $159.50

7443 C  B8/29/2025 7 AFLAC $318.46 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
135376 - Deductibles - August 2025 01-00-2004 $318.46

7444 C  B/29/2025 14 Calipatria Firefighters Assoc. $94.20 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 8/4-17, 2025 - CFA Dues Run# 1666-2025 01-00-2605 584,20

7445 C  8/29/2025 86 Principal Life Insurance Company $1,059.36 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
9/1/2025-9/30/2025 - Insurance Premiums - 01-90-8500 $77.48
September 2025
9/1/2025-9/30/2025 - Insurance Premiums - 01-40-6900 $103.30
September 2025
9/1/2025-9/30/2025 - Insurance Premiums - 06-06-6900 §172.75
September 2025
9/1/2025-9/30/2025 - Insurance Premiums - 01-25-8900 $261.10
September 2025
9/1/2025-9/30/2025 - Insurance Premiums - 01-16-6900 §222.32
September 2025
9/1/2025-9/30/2025 - Insurance Premiums - 01-28-6800 §222.41
September 2025

7446 C  Bf29/2025 113 Waxie Sanitary Supply $255.50 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
83422664 - Library supplies 01-80-7013 $255.50

7447 C  B/29/2025 143 Zendejas Hardware $835.93 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
885676 - PW - Various 01-80-7606 $114.19
885309 - PW - Backhoe 01-50-7606 §108.47
887036 - PW - Various 01-560-7606 $46.02
884044 - PW - Various 01-80-7605 $74.33
886128 - PW - Various 01-90-7606 $38.05
886789 - PW - supplies for parks 01-90-7606 56214
886540 - PW - supplies for parks 01-90-7606 $123.88
886063 - PW - Supplies for parks 01-90-7606 $11.83
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886931 - PW - street maintenance graffiti 01-40-7018 $86.15
886895 - PW - street supplies 01-40-7016 $85.79
887038 - PW - Various 01-50-7605 $43.15
886776 - PW - parks supplies 01-90-7606 $41.93

7448 C  8/29/2025 193 Calipatria Police Employees Association $100.00 o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 8/4-17, 2025 - CPOA Dues Run# 1666-2025 01-00-2007 $100.00

7449 C  B/29/2025 195 City of Calipatria $70.08 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 8/4-17, 2025 - UB Employees Run# 1666- 01-00-2011 $35.04
2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Torres)
Payroll 8/4-17, 2025 - UB Employees Run# 1666- 06-00-2011 §35.04
2025 (Navarro, Quintana, Torres)

7450 C  8/29/2025 339 California Department of Child Support Services $179.07 O
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 8/4-17, 2025 - Child Support: 01-00-2010 $179.07
(CEWS1702080)

7451 C  8/29/2025 528 USA Blue Book $655.71 o}
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
INVO799435 - WAV - Parts for repair / Maintenance 06-06-7605 8655.71

7452 C  B/29/2025 768 CR & R Waste & Recycling Services $25,378.49 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
July 2025 - July 2025 - Monthly Service 09-00-7003 $25,378.49

7453 C  B/29/2025 779 Smith-Kandal Insurance Agency $33,291.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
5817 - Insurance 25/26 renewal installment 3 06-06-7009 $10,017.30
5817 - Insurance 25/26 renewal installment 3 01-17-7009 $23,373.70

7454 c 8129/2025 877 Sherwin Williams $1,577.35 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
9327-4 - PW - paint for streets 01-40-7016 $477.76
9290 - PW - Paint 01-40-7016 $1,000.46
9288 - PW - Supplies for street painting 01-40-7016 $99.13

7455 C  8/29/2025 558 Southwest Equipment and Supply, Inc. $20.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
42598 - PW - Vehicle maintenance 01-80-76086 $6.67
42598 - PW - Vehicle maintenance 01-40-7606 $6.67
42598 - PW - Vehicle maintenance 06-06-7606 36.66

7456 C  8/29/2025 1080 County Motor Parts $74.32 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
544833 - PW - Repair / Maintenance 01-50-7806 $35.55
544853 - PW - Repair / Maintenance 01-50-7606 $38.77
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Page Accounts Payable Check Register Report - US Bank Branch-158300185465
For The Date Range From 8/1/2025 To 8/31/2025

For All Vendors And For Outstanding Checks - Computer Generated

Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID

7457 C  8/29/2025 1118 Clearinghouse $279.80 O
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
Payroll 8/4-17, 2025 - Child Support; 01-00-2010 $279.80
{001452488001) Run# 1666-2025

7458 C  8/29/2025 1130 Babcock Laboratories, Inc. $573.50 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
CH51207-8802 - Regulatory testing 06-08-7107 $573.50

7459 C  B/29/2025 1155 VESTIS $130.02 o/
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
5220565522 - PW uniforms 01-40-7929 $9.01
5220562552 - PW uniforms 01-80-7106 $16.13
5220562552 - PW uniforms 01-80-7929 §3.27
5220562552 - PW uniforms 08-06-7829 $6.76
5220562552 - PW uniforms 01-90-7929 $19.84
5220562552 - PW uniforms 01-40-7929 $9.01
5220562552 - PW uniforms 01-50-7929 $10.00
5220565522 - PW uniforms 01-80-7106 $16.13
5220565522 - PW uniforms 01-80-7929 53.27
5220565522 - PW uniforms 01-90-7929 $19.84
5220565522 - PW uniforms 01-50-7929 $10.00
5220565522 - PW uniforms 08-06-7928 $6.76

7460 Cc 8/29/2025 1184 Capital One Trade Credit $87.28 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
B12061 - WW - Janitorial supplies and misc. items 06-06-7106 $16.00
B12061 - WA - Janitorial supplies and misc. items 06-06-7017 $71.28

7461 c 8129/2025 1195 L. N. Curtis & Sons $181.38 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
INVS80322 - Accessories for PD (1-25-7929 $181.38

7462 C  8/29/2025 1232 Edgar Self $495.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/6/2025 - IMSA -Far Western Section - 01-40-7004 $495.00
Reimbursement

7463 C  8/29/2025 1245 Xylem Dewatering Solutions, Inc $2,806.47 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
017 - WW - Pump maintenance 06-06-7003 $2,806.47

7464 C  B/29/2025 1251 Spectrum VolP $34.44 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
656532 - Phone Service 01-80-7013 534 44

7485 Cc 8/28/2025 1257 Brawley Analytical, Inc, $366.00 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
001357 - Regulatory testing 06-06-7107 $366.00
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t

Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID

7466 C  B/29/2025 1273 US Bank $1,906.57 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-90-7929 5116.92
Training, Senior activities.
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies. 08-00-7001 $13.09
Training, Senior activities,
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 06-06-7001 $13.08
Training, Senior activities.
B/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-80-7929 $11.69
Training, Senior activities.
6/12/25-7i21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-40-7929 593.54
Training. Senior activities.
6/12f25-7121/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-17-7017 $367.92
Training, Senior activities.
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-17-7001 $122.78
Training, Senior activities.
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-16-7004 $548.70
Training, Senior activities.
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 01-01-7004 $548.70
Training, Senior activities.
6/12/25-7/21/25 - Various - Office supplies, 06-06-7929 $70.15
Training, Senior activities.

7467 C  8/29/2025 1277 Cheryl Fowler $438.00 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
8/19/2025 - Ipad for Calipatria PD and City Hall - 01-17-7001 $219.00
Reimbursement
B/19/2025 - Ipad for Calipatria PD and City Hall - 01-25-7001 $219.00
Reimbursement

7468 C  8/29/2025 1301 Alejandro Estrada $1,095.00 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
1550 - IT Services - September 2025 01-17-7003 $1,095.00

7469 C  8/29/2025 1340 Cecilia Rodriguez $64.94 c
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
79834 - Frame for PD / Reimbursement 01-25-7001 $64.94

7470 C  8/29/2025 1371 David Trevino $87.23 0
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
80416534 - Parking - Reimbursement 01-25-7004 $87.23

7471 C  B/29/2025 1376 Dario Toledo $637.62 o
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
NUx5 - D. Toledo Uniform Reimbursement 01-25-7929 $312.08
S3178600 - D. Toledo Uniform Reimbursement 01-25-7929 $32554

7472 C  8f29/2025 1377 Adam Cook $19.00 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
010916 - Refund Quarterly Payment - Business 01-17-4310 $19.00
paid yearly.

7473 C 8/29/2025 1378 Primo Brands $165.80 o]
Invoice Nbr - Description GL Account Amount
05H8730278175 - Drinking Water - 7/23/25- 01-80-7017 $165.80
8/22/25
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Check #/ Type Date Vendor Name Amount Status
eCheck ID
Cleared $0.00
Outstanding $399,651.98
Void $0.00
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CONSENT - [TEM#_2_

TENTATIVE MINUTES

Regular Meeting of the Calipatria City Council
City Council Chambers
125 North Park Avenue
Calipatria California 92233

Tuesday, August 26, 2025
Closed Session at 5:00 pm
Open Session at 6:00 pm

Michae! Luellen, Mayor Laura Gutierrez, City Manager Jesse Llanas, Fire Chief
Javier Amercea, Mayor Pro-Tem Gilbert G. Otero, City Atlorney Cheryl Fowler, Police Chiel
Sylvia Chavez, Council Member Jane Hurtado, City Clerk Edgar Self, Public Work Director

Fred Beltran, Council Member
Jesse Rivas, Council Member

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

This is a public meeting. Any member of the public is invited to attend. The Calipatria
City Council welcomes public input during the Public Comment period of the sessions.

5:00 P.M. CLOSED SESSION

CALL TO ORDER: 5:/1pm

ROLL CALL: Fred Beltran, Jesse Rivas, Sylvia Chavez and Javier Amezcua
Absent: Michael Luellen (late)

PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: Any member of the public
wishing to address the City Council on any items appearing on the closed session agenda
may do so at this time. Pursuant to State Law, the City Council may not discuss or take
action on issues not on the meeting agenda. (Government Code Section 54954.2) There is
a time limit of three (3) minutes for anyone wishing to address the City Council on these

matters.

CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNS TO CLOSE SESSION

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL:
1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL -
1. Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) subdivision (d) of Section
54956.9

082625MIN
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Number of Potential Cases: 2

2. Anticipated Litigation pursuant to Section 54956.9
Number of Cases: 1

2. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS (SECTION 54956.8)

1. APN: 023-070-007 (portion of)
Property Address: 440 W Main Street
Agency Negotiator: City Manager
Negotiating Parties: Imperial Trucking, LLC
Under Negotiation:; Potential for Lease and Terms
2. APN: 023-293-001 (portion of)
Property Address: 105 S Lake Avenue
Agency Negotiator: City Manager
Negotiating Parties: County of Imperial
Under Negotiation: Lease Agreement/MOU Provision Library Services

3. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION (SECTION 54957(b)(1))
Title of Position: City Manager

CITY COUNCIL CONVENES TO OPEN SESSION
6:00 P.M. OPEN SESSION
CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 PM
ROLL CALL: F Beltran, J. Rivas, M. Luellen, 8. Chavez and J Amezcua
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & INVOCATION: Press/Mr. Otero

CITY ATTORNEY: REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION ACTION
4 matters Staff given Direction

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: The City Council will discuss the order of the
agenda, may amend the order, add urgent items and or remove items from the consent
calendar prior to that portion of the agenda. For the purpose of the official city record, the
City Council may take care of these issues by entertaining a formal motion.

Discussion/Action 1 and 2! Discussion/Action 2 first then Discussion/Action |
(Flip order 1 & 2)

MOTION: Beliran SECOND: Chavez
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB-Y, JR-Y, ML-Y, SC-Y, JA-Y -0

PUBLIC COMMENTS: The City Council welcomes your input. Please remember to
shut off all cell phones. Now is the time for any member of the public to speak to the
Council, If there is an item on the agenda on which you wish to be heard, at this time,
please step to the podium and state your name and address for the record.
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For matters not appearing on the agenda: If you wish to address the City Council
concerning a matter and/or any item not on the agenda but is within the City Council’s
jurisdiction you may do so now. At this time, please step to the podium and state your
name and address for the record.

The Mayor reserves the right to place a time limit of three (3) minutes on each person’s
presentation. It is requested that longer presentations be submitted to the City Clerk in
writing 48 hours before the meeting.

Mr. Orozco: Regarding painting of curb, Parking area, drop-off kids, red-no parking,
the blood wagon (Blood Vehicle), where are they going to park.

Crystal Goodrum: Annual block Party-October 31, 2025, games, Halloween Contest,
requesting City approval for street closure.

Carlos Lara: regarding red painting: Buses can't gel into the drop zone, they are
running late on their route, lot of issues with all the red marking, very limited with
parking, at the High School they say they can park in the back, but we don't have that
option at the Primary School, the majority parking is now gone, that’s what need o gel
resolved, the parents are getling frustrated, teachers don't know what to tell them, they
are parking anywhere,

Angelita Ortiz: Superintendent of Calipatria School District, resident of Brawley,
experiencing the rezoning of our front main street the day before school started, without
communication, that is challenging for us, we do respect the decision that the City
Council has to make for the benefit of our community, this decision was not made in the
best interest of all of us, we would like the city Council and the Traffic committee to
reconsider the rezoning on the front, if they leave as is, signs should be posted
immediately, reconsider of zoning to allow for loading and unloading in front on main
Street.

Frank Perez: 200 block of Date Street, also serves as a Trustee at CUSD, supports the
request made by the School District to reconsider the painting of the curb, there is an
understanding thai safety for the residents is the most importance of the City, we all want
to live in a safe arca, was not aware of the planning that took place, rhere could have
been other options, communication with the residence, parents and students, so my
request is for the City of Calipatria to include the communily in a discussion on what the
best possible solution is.

Mike Fong: Trustee 123 Alexandria, member of the community, I don’t think there was
diaglogue, if we had dialogue and communication, it would have been a lot smoother,
there was no discussion, one day it was grey then it was red, 18 parking spots, we have
40 plus TKs, this equals 40 plus cars, very congested

Diego Navarro: 140 8. Lake St., a concerned citizen, when we talk about Calipatria we
talk about a community with deep roots, shared traditions, a vision for the future and
Hornet Pride, the City of Calipatria and Calipatria Unified School District serve the
same community. We are two (2) entities woven together by the families, students and
residents who call this place home. Our city is proud of its resilience, diversity, when our
students walk into our schools they carry with them the values and lessons they learn at
home and the neighbor hood of our city, when we go home they take the knowledge and
skills taught by our dedicated staff and when they graduate, they carry the name
Calipatria into the world, the partnership between the city and the school district is
essential, strong school build strong communilties and strong communilties support their
schools, whether it's working together on safely facilities or programs, we share the
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same mission and that mission is to insure that every child and every community member
in our city has a charnce to succeed, City and school working together.
Holly Widmann: 228 N. Lake St., we had problem parking, reconsider

PRESENTATION(S):
1. Voter's Choice Act by the Imperial County Register of Voters.
Presentation by Linsey Dale

CONSENT AGENDA: The items appearing under the Consent Agenda will be acted
upon by the City Council in one motion without discussion. Should any Council Member
or other person wish to discuss any item, they may request that the item be removed from
the Consent Agenda and placed on the REGULAR BUSINESS Agenda.

1. Continued Delia Street Pump Station Emergency.
2.  Minutes: August 12, 2025

MOTION: Amezcua SECOND: Chavez
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB-Y, JR-Y, ML-Y, SC-Y J4-Y 3-0

ACTION ITEMS NEW/REGULAR BUSINESS (DISCUSSION/ACTION):
1. Approve/Disapprove: Designation of the voting delegate and alternate for the
League of CA Cities Annual Conference and Expo on October 8-10), 2025.

Svivia Chavez: Delegate - Javier Amezcua
Michael Luellen : Alrernate — Michael Luellen
MOTION: Beltran SECOND: Rivas
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB-Y, JR-Y, ML-Y, SC-Y, J4-Y 5-0

2. Approve/Disapprove: Resolution 25-31 Resolution of Intention to form a Climate
Resilience District (CRD); establish the Calipatria CRD Board; and appointment of
members to the CRD Board.

Joseph Dominguez from Kosmont gave a presentation on the Climate Resilience District
(CRD), there is no immediate fiscal impact for establishing the Calipatria CRD or CRD
Board If ultimately established, the CRD would create the opportunity 1o use tax
increment financing fo fund targeted infrastructure investments in the City. Staff
recommend that the City Council Adopt Resolution 25-31, declaring its intention {0
establish the Calipatria Resilience Disirici (CRD) and establish the Calipatria CRD
Board; Appoint three members of the City Council to the CRD Board, discuss approach
Jor appointing two members of the public to the CRD Board.

MOTION: Beltran SECOND: Amezcua
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB-Y, JR-Y, ML-Y, SC-Y, JA-Y 3-0

DISCUSSION/DIRECTION (RECOMMEND/DENY):
1. Discussion/Direction: Proposal for Strategic Plan ~ GAFCON
Item was Pulled

2. Discussion/Direction: Service Area Plan
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Ok to move forward (proceed)
Review and update (Michael Luellen)

3. Discussion/Direction: Sewer Rate Study
Gutierrez: late sewer rate increased was over 20) years
Council approved (o move forward with Request for Proposal (RFP)

STAFF and COUNCIL REPORTS:

Self: will proceed with the rebuilding of the one existing pump (811,490 estimated plus
tax). Cost will be reimbursed by the $250,000 grant funding.

Rivas: repairs, life expectancy, do they know, no type of warranty, anything else
happening there.

Lianas: storm update, Yesterday power line staried sparking.

Fowler: Nothing lo report

Ortero: Nothing to report

Hurtada: Nothing to report

Beltran: Discussion of the painiing of the curbs. Read a statement “Representing the
Traffic Advisory Board, he is the Chairperson, Calipatria Traffic Advisory Board was
established by the City of Calipatria, to serve as an advisory, purpose to assess and
analyze, traffic safety,

Rivas: regarding painting of the curb, working with the school on how we can help each
other.

Chavez: Has two (2) grandchildren at Bill Young Schcool, need to work together with
the school to come up with the best solution.

Amezcua: Red cure was a good idea.

Gutierrez: Taking responsibility for the painting of the red curb.

Holly Widman: who authorized the red curb,
Fowler: Public Works has full authority.

ADJOURNMENT:
The next regular scheduled meeting of the City of Calipatria City Council is Tuesday,
September 9, 2025, at 6:00 pm

Close meeting at 7:30 pm

MOTION: SECOND:
ROLL CALL VOTE: FB-Y, JR-Y, ML-Y, SC-Y, JA-Y 5-0

1. JANE HURTADQO, City Clerk of the City of Calipatria, California, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY that the agenda was duly posted at Calipatria City Hall, 125 N Park Avenue,
Calipatria, California and on the City of Calipatria’s website not less than 72 hours prior
to the meeting per Government Code 54954(2).

Dated: August 22, 2025
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Notice of Public Hearing # |
City of Calipatria

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Calipatria City Council at the date,
time, and place indicated below. The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments from the
public regarding the following subject:

Project: Location:
City of Calipatria Specific Plan, zone change, General | East of Industrial Avenue, south of Young
Plan amendment, first reading of textual amendments | Road, north of Date Street, and west of East
to the zoning code, and final Initiat Study/Mitigated | Avenue on the east side of the City of
Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan | Calipatria

To support housing goals from the 6" Cycle Housing Element, the city is creating the Eastside Specific
Plan which includes rezoning effarts to encourage mixed-use development on the sastern half of the city.
Existing commercial, industrial and multi-family zones will be changed into new RC (Residential
Commercial Mixed-Use), Rl (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and CI (Commercial Industrial) zoning
designations. These new zones will allow a combination of residential, light commercial, and light
industrial uses, subject to stricter standards and permitting procedures to minimize impacts on nearby
residential areas. The project will also consist of a textual amendment of the zoning code to establish
development standards for the new mixed-use zones.

A draft Initial Study (IS) and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared and circulated to the
State Clearinghouse and the public for two separate 30-day review periods in mid-2023 and 2025. After
both 30-day review periods the city received a total of seven comment letters from state agencies, and
local stakeholders. A final IS/MND was prepared for the project and was presented to the Planning
Commission along with the Specific Pan, zone change, General Plan amendment, and zoning code text
amendment during a public hearing held on August 19, 2025. Upon reviewing all pertinent information
and considering all public comments, the Planning Commission motioned to recommend approval of ail
the listed items for the Eastside Specific Plan to the City Council. The purpose of this hearing is to present
the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, first reading of the zoning code text
amendment, and Final IS/MND for the Eastside Specific Plan to the City Council for their review.

City Council Hearing Date: September 9, 2025
Hearing Time: 6:00 PM
Hearing Location: City Hall
125 North Park Avenue
Calipatria, CA 92233

Copies of pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during regular business hours. If
you would like to know more about the proposed project prior to the public hearing, please contact
Francisco Barba, Associate Planner, at (760) 337-3883 or via email at fharha®@thehaligroun.net,

Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing. Written comments should be directed to the Calipatria City Clerk, 125 North Park Avenue,
Calipatria, CA 92233 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the project name
in all written correspondences.

vostes: _ Copae s b e, B G0

31



Aviso de Audiencia Publica
Ciudad de Calipatria

Se notifica que el Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Calipatria llevard a cabo una audiencia publica en la fecha, hora y
lugar que seindican a continuacidn. El propésito de la audiencia serd escuchar los comentarios del piblica sobre el

siguiente tema:

Proyecto: Ubicacion: |
Plan especifico, cambio de zonificacién, enmienda al | Al Este de Industrial Avenue, al sur de Young Road, al
plan general, primera presentacion de enmiendas | norte de Date Street v al oeste de East Avenue en el lado
textuales al codigo de zonificacion y estudio inicial | este de la Ciudad de Calipatria

| tinal/declaracion negativa mitigada para el Plan
| Especifico del lado Este de la Ciudad de Calipatria

Para apoyar los objetives de vivienda del Elemento de Vivienda, la Ciudad de Calipatria estd creando el Plan Especifico
de la Zona Este, que incluye iniciativas de rezonificacion para fomentar el desarrollo de uso mixto en la mitad del lado
este de la Ciudad. Las zonas comerciales, industriales y multifamiliares existentes se cambiaran en nuevas
designaciones de zonificacidn a RC {Uso Mixto Residencial-Comercial), R {Uso Mixto Residencial-Industrial} y Cl {Uso
Industrial Comercial). Estas nuevas zonas permitirdn una combinacian de uso residencial, comercialligerc e industrial
ligero, sujetas a normas y procedimientos de permisos més estrictos para minimizar el impacto en las zonas
residenciales cercanas. El proyecte también incluird una enmienda al texto del codigo de zonificacién para establecer
normas de desarrollo para las nuevas zanas de uso mixto.

Se preparé un borrador de Estudio inicial {IS)/Declaracion Negativa Mitigada (MND) y se distribuyd al State
Clearinghouse y al pdblico durante dos periodos de revisidn por 30 dias, 2 mediados de 2023 y 2025. Después de
ambos periodos de revision, la Ciudad recibié un total de siete cartas con comentarios de agencias estatales y
agencias locales. Se prepard un IS/MND final para el proyecto v se presantd a la Comision de Planificacion junto con
el Plan Especifico, &l cambio de zonificacidn, la enmienda al Plan General y la enmienda al texto del cédigo de
zonificacién durante una audiencia publica el 19 de agosta del 2025. Tras revisar toda la informacién pertinente y
considerar todos los comentarios plblicos, la Comisidn de Planificacién propuse recomendar la aprobacién del
proyecto completo del Plan Especifico del Este de la Ciudad al Ayuntamiento. El propdsito de esta audiencia es
presentar el plan especifico, el cambio de zenificacion, la enmienda al plan general, la primera presentacidn de la
enmienda al texto del codigo de zonificacian y el IS/MND final para el Plan Especifica del Este de la Ciudad al
Ayuntamiento para su revision.

Fecha de la audiencia del Ayuntamiento: 9 de septiembre del 2025
Hora de la audiencia:  6:00 PM
Lugar de laaudiencia:  Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Calipatria
125 North Park Avenue
Calipatria, CA 92233

Capias de la informacidon estardn disponibles para su revisidn en el ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Calipatria durante
el horario habitual. Si desea obtener mds informacidn sobre el proyecto propuesto antes de la audiencia publica,
comuniquese con Francisce Barba, Planificador Asociado de The Holt Group, al (760} 337-3883 o
fearba@inaholtgroun.nat.

Cualquier persona que desee comentar sobre el proyecto anterior puede hacerlo por escrito o puede atender en
persona a la audiencia piblica. Los comentarios por escrito deben dirigirse a la secretaria de la Ciudad de Calipatria,
125 N. Park Avenue, Calipatria, CA 92233 y entregarse antes de la fecha de la audiencia plblica. Por favor, haga
referencia al nombre del proyecto en toda la correspondencia escrita.

Publicado: %ﬁ@m Fecha: 3’2@«%
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DISCUSSION/ACTION - ITEM#_1

City Council
Staff Report

To: City of Calipatria City Council
Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
From: Jeorge Galvan, AICP, City Planner
Prepared by: Francisco Barba, Associate Planner
Date: September 9, 2025
Project: Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, first reading of textual
amendments to the zoning code, and final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan

Summary:
Subject of Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment,
Report: first reading of textual amendments to the zoning code,

and final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the Eastside Specific Plan

Project Location:  East of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of
Date Street, and west of East Avenue on the east side of
the City of Calipatria. (Attachment A — Vicinity Map)

Recommended Upon reviewing all pertinent information and conducting

Action: a first reading on the zoning code textual amendments, the
City Council shall direct staff to present the items at the
next available City Council meeting.

Existing Zoning:  R-1 (Low Density Residential), R-2 (Medium Density
Multi-Family Residential), R-3 (High Density Multi-
Family Residential), CP (Commercial Professional), OS-
G (General Open Space), DC (Downtown Core), M-2
(Heavy Manufacturing and Industrial).

Proposed Zoning: R-1 (Low Density Residential), OS-G (General Open
Space), RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-Use), RI
(Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and CI (Commercial
Industrial). (Attachment B — Existing and Proposed

Zoning Maps)
Existing Land LD-R (Low Density Residential), MD-R (Medium
Use: Density Residential), HD-R (High Density Residential),

City of Calipatria City Council
Eastside Specific Plan IS/MND — September 9, 2025 Page 1 0f 19
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OS-R  (Open  Space/Recreation), GC  (General |
Commercial), H-I (Heavy Industrial}, and DD (Downtown

District).
Proposed Land LD-R (Low Density Residential), OS-R (Open
Use: Space/Recreation), RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-

Use), RI (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and CI
(Commercial Industrial). (Attachment C — Existing and
Proposed Land Use Maps)

Environmental: A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared pursuant
to the provisions of the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA).

|
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

The City of Calipatria Housing Element identifies the need for residential development at
various densities and at different affordability levels. Housing development within the city has
remained stagnant since 2011 with only two housing units being developed during the 5™ Cycle
Housing Element from 2013-2021. During an analysis of the vacant parcels within the city, it
was determined that the eastern half of the city has remained severely underdeveloped and holds
most of the identified vacant parcels optimal for a variety of residential and mixed-use
developments. In furtherance of the Housing Element goals, objectives, and policies, the city is
developing the Eastside Specific Plan to both encourage and facilitate buildout in this
underdeveloped segment of the city.

As a planning document, the Eastside Specific Plan will not approve or entitle any development
within the project area. All future developments will still be required to comply with all the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Imperial County Air Pollution
Control District (ICAPCD) requirements, and any other federal, state, or local requirements as
applicable to the project. Furthermore, compliance with all the mitigation measures listed in the
Initial Study (IS)/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) will also be required as applicable.
Given that the Eastside Specific Plan consists of a zone change and general plan amendment for
the new mixed-use zones, a textual amendment to incorporate development standards for the
new zones is also necessary.

A draft IS/MND was prepared for the Eastside Specific Plan in early 2023. Upon completion
the draft IS'MND was submitted to the State Clearinghouse and circulated to the public for a
30-day review period. Upon completion of the 30-day review period, the City received three
letters from the Imperial Trrigation District (IID), California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).

After addressing all public comments and updating the IS/MND, the document was recirculated
for a second public review period from May 23, 2025 to June 23, 2025, Upon completion of the
30-day review period, the city received four comment letters from the 1ID, Caltrans, CDFW,
and the Supporters Alliance for Environmental Responsibility (SAFER).

The project was presented to the Planning Commission during a public hearing held on August
16, 2025. It should be noted that the city received comments from the State Department of
Housing and Community Development (HCD) on the proposed textual amendments. The
comments consist of increasing the maximum density of the new mixed-use zones and adding
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language to better align the ordinance with state housing laws. After reviewing all pertinent
information, the Planning Commission motioned to incorporate the changes requested by HCD
and recommended the approval of the Specific Plan, IS/MND, zone change, General Plan
amendment, and textual amendments for the Eastside Specific Plan to the City Council.

The purpose of this item is to present the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment,
first reading of textual amendments to the zoning code, and final Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan to both the public and City Council for
review and comments. After considering all comments for and against the project, the City
Council may motion to bring back the item at the next avaijlable City Council meeting for a
second reading of the zoning code textual amendments and approval of the Eastside Specific
Plan.

ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION

Zoning and Land Usc. The segment of the city encompassing the Eastside Specific Plan is
currently composed of the following zoning and land use designations:

Table 1 - Existing and Proposed Zoning/Land Use Designations

Zoning Designations

Existing Proposed

R-1 (Low Density Residential) R-1 (Low Density Residential)

R-2 (Medium Density Multi-Family Residential) | RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-use)

R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential) RI (Residential Commercial Industrial)

CP (Commercial Professional) CI (Commercial Industrial)

OS-G (General Open Space) OS-G (General Open Space)

DC (Downtown Core)

M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing and [ndustrial)

Land Use Designations

Existing Proposed
LD-R (Low Density Residential) LD-R (Low Density Residential)
MD-R (Medium Density Residential) OS-R (Open Space/Recreation)
HD-R (High Density Residential) RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-Use)
OS-R (Open Space/Recreation) RI (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use)
GC (General Commercial) CI (Commercial Industrial)

H-I (Heavy Industrial)

DD (Downtown District)

Rezone. The Eastside Specific Plan will rezone large segments of the city bordering and south
of Main Street (State Route 115) as shown on (Attachment A — Vicinity Map). Properties
bordering Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned from CP and R-2 to RC which will
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permit single and multi-family developments along with light commercial uses. While medium
commercial uses will be allowed, said uses will be limited to the acquisition of either a
conditional use permit or minor use permit. This procedure will review all aspects of the
proposed developments to cnsure that all potential impacts to surrounding residential
developments are eliminated or reduced to a less than significant amount, Additionally,
commercial developments adjacent to residential developments will be required to follow
stricter development standards, such as increased setbacks, to further reduce the impacts said
developments may have on adjacent residential uses.

Properties south of Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned from M-2, R-2, and R-3 to RIL.
This new designation will allow all types of residential developments along with light industrial
uses. Like the RC zone, all light industrial developments in the RI zone are allowed while
medium industrial developments will be subject to either a conditional use permit and minor use
permit and will be subject to stricter development standards to reduce the impact to surrounding
residential developments to a less than significant amount.

A small segment across the railroad tracks along Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned
from DC to CI which will retain the existing commercial uses but will also permit light
industrial uses. Any heavier industrial or commercial use will require ecither a conditional use
permit or minor use permit and will follow stricter development standards when adjacent to a
residential development. All existing OS-G and R-1 zones north of Main Street (State Route
115) will remain unchanged.

Text Amendment. To ensure that the impacts on existing residential uses from adjacent
commercial and industrial developments are reduced to the lowest extent possible, textual
amendments to Chapters 2.10, 2.12, 2.14, 3.10, and 3.12 of the Zoning Ordinance are proposed.
The textual amendments for each chapter have been summarized below (Refer to Exhibit B —
Draft Textual Amendments for additional information):

* Chapter 2.10 — Establishment of Zones and Allowable Land Uses

The proposed amendments to Chapter 2.10 of the Zoning Ordinance consist of updating
Table 2-0 of Section 2.10.020 to list the new RC, RI, and CI mixed-use zones.

® Chapter 2.12 — Residential Zones

The proposed amendments to Chapter 2.12 of the Zoning Ordinance consist of updating
Sections 2.12.010, 2.12.020, and 2.12.030 as follows:

o Section 2.12.010 — The proposed amendments consist of adding two new
subsections describing the purpose and intent of the new RC and RI mixed-use
zones.

© Section 2.12.020 — The proposed amendments consist of updating Table 2-1 to
list new uses for the RC and RI mixed-use zones. Each use is listed as either
permitted, conditionally permitted, or not allowed.

o Section 2.12.030 — The proposed amendments consist of updating Table 2-2 to
list new development standards for the RC and RI mixed-use zones. These
standards will regulate building placement, building forms, density, lot size, etc.

e Chapter 2.14 — Commercial Zones
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The proposed amendments to Chapter 2.14 of the Zoning Ordinance consist of updating
Sections 2.14,010, 2.14.020, and 2.14.030 as follows:

o Section 2.14.010 — The proposed amendments consist of adding a new
subsection describing the purpose and intent of the new CI mixed-use zone.

o Section 2.14.020 — The proposed amendments consist of updating Table 2-4 to
list new uses for the CI mixed-use zone. Each use is listed as either permitted,
conditionally permitted, or not allowed.

o Section 2.14.030 — The proposed amendments consist of updating Table 2-5 to
list new development standards for the CI mixed-use zone. These standards will
regulate building placement, building forms, density, lot size, etc.

¢ Chapter 3.10 — General Development Standards

The proposed amendments to Chapter 3.10 of the Zoning Ordinance consist of updating
Sections 3.10.040, and 3.10.050 as follows:

o Section 3.10.040 — The proposed amendments consist of adding a new
subsection to establish screening requirements for developments within mixed-
use zones.

o Section 3.10.050 — The proposed amendments consist of updating Table 3-3 to
list new minimum landscaping standards for all mixed-use zones.

¢ Chapter 3.12 — Signs

The proposed amendments consist of updating Table 3-7 to list the permitted amounts
and development standards for signs within the new RC, RI, and CI zones.

Notable Items of Discussion. Of the multiple textual amendments, the uses listed in Table 2
below were identified for additional discussion by the Planning Commission. Upon reviewing
the listed uses, the Planning Commission motioned to leave the listed uses unchanged. The City
Council may review the listed uses and motion to modify the requirements of Table 2 below or
leave the proposed amendments as recommended by the Planning Commission.

Table 2 — Items of Discussion

Residential Zones

Land Use RC RI

Commercial Recreational Facility, Indoor > 3,000 sf - --

Health/Fitness Facility P s

Meeting Facility, Public or Private < 3,000 sf P Cup

Meeting Facility, Public or Private > 3,000 sf - -

Park and Playgrounds P -
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| Public or Quasi-public Facility P Cup
Theater and Auditorium MUP -
Studio — Art, Dance, Martial Arts P --
Rooming and Boarding House - CuUpP
Commercial Zones
Development Standard CI
Building Height 50’ or 4 stories

Comments from HCD. On August 12, 2025, HCD requested an update on the status of the
Eastside Specific Plan as part of their monitoring of the housing element goals and objectives. A
copy of the proposed textual amendment for the Eastside Specific Plan was subsequently
submitted to HCD for review and the following comments were provided in response:

1. Pursuant to Government Code section 65583.2 subdivision (h), owner-occupied or
rental multifamily residential uses must be allowed “by right” when at least 20 percent
of the units are affordable to low, and very low-income households.

A note on Table 2.12.020 of the proposed textual amendment was updated to provide the
provisions and description required via Government Code scction 65583.2 subdivision

(h).
2. A definition of “use by right” consistent with the abovementioned Government Code
must be included in the City's program.

A definition for “Use by Right” was added to Section 5.10.020 of the proposed textual
amendments pursuant to the definition in Government Code Section 65583.2(i).

3. Pursuant to Government Code section 65583.2, subdivision (h), the zoning ordinance
amendment must include a minimum density of 16 units per acre.

Table 2-2 on Section 2.12.030 of the proposed textual amendment was updated to
provide a maximum density of 16 dwelling units per acre for both residential mixed-use
zones as required by Government Code section 65583.2, subdivision (h).

It is important to note that the textual amendments will be submitted to HCD for a final review
prior to presenting the item to the City Council at the next available meeting for a second
reading of the textual amendments and potential approval of the Eastside Specific Plan.

ENVIRONMENTAL

First Public Review Period. The Eastside Specific Plan is subjcct to the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). A draft Initial Study (IS) and Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared and circulated to the State Clearinghouse and the
public for a 30-day review period starting on June 30, 2023, and ending on July 31, 2023. After
the 30-day review period, the City received three comment letters from the Imperial Irrigation
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District (1ID), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). The comments and responses were incorporated into the IS/MND
and have been briefly summarized on Table 3 below (Refer to Exhibit C — Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for more detailed information):

Table 3: Public Review Period No. 1 IS/MND Comments and Responses

Comments

Responses

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

The project description on the draft IS/MND
should be updated to provide key details
such as parcel numbers and the extent of the
proposed development area.

The project description on the IS/MND was
updated to provide key information and Exhibit
A was added to provide a list of all parcels
within the Eastside Specific Plan Area.

The MND should acknowledge that wildlife
may move into disturbed or graded sites
when construction is paused. It should also
acknowledge that preconstruction surveys
for biological resources will need to be
repeated prior Project activities and after
pauses in construction to assess the presence
of biological resources and to avoid or
reduce impacts to less than significant

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:
¢ BIO-3: Timing of Construction and
Construction Activities

CDFW recommends the incorporation of
water-wise concepts in any Project landscape
design plans. In particular, CDFW
recommends xeriscaping with locally native
California species and installing water-
efficient and targeted irrigation systems
(such as drip irrigation).

The following mitigation measure was modified
on the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:

e MFS-1: Landscaping Requirement

To establish the existing environmental
setting with respect to biological resources,
CDFW recommends that a MND includes a
provided mitigation measure for assessments
of biological resources.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW;
e BIO-4: Assessment
Resources

of Biological

Although the MND includes Mitigation
Measure BIO-1 for biological assessment of
agricultural drains, CDFW considers the
measure to be insufficient in scope and
timing to reduce impacts to a level less than

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:

e BIO-5: Lake and Stream Alteration
(LSA) Program
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significant. CDFW recommends the City of
Calipatria include a mitigation measure
requiring compliance with the States Lake
and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Program.

CDFW recommends the MND includes
specific avoidance and minimization
measures to ensure that impacts to nesting
birds do not occur. CDFW recommends that
disturbance of occupied nests of migratory
birds and raptors within the Project site be
avoided any time birds are nesting on-site.
Preconstruction nesting bird surveys shall be
performed within 3 days prior to Project
activities to determine the presence and
location of nesting birds.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:

e BIO-6: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

CDFW  recommends that
commencing project activities for all phases
of project construction, surveys for
burrowing owl be conducted for the entirety
of the Project site by a qualified biologist in
accordance with the Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or
most recent version).

prior to

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:

e BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

CDFW recommends the MND include an
analysis of impacts to biological resources
and specific avoidance and minimization
measures to cnsure that impacts to wildlife
are avoided or reduced to less than
significant.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:

¢ BIO-8: Construction Noise Impacts to
Biological Resources

CDFW recommends the MND include an
analysis of impacts to biological resources
and specific avoidance and minimization
measures to ensure that impacts to wildlife
arc reduced to less than significant.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
CDFW:

¢ BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light

CDFW requests that the MND be prepared
and recirculated to the State Clearinghouse
and public for a second 30-day review
period.

A IS/MND was prepared and will be submitted
to the State Clearinghouse and recirculated for a
second 30-day review period as requested by
CDFW.
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California Department of Transportation

.

Caltrans standard practice is to follow the
Transportation Research Board’s (TRB)
Access Management Manual 2014, It
recommends reducing access points onto
Caltrans Highways to improve livability and
reduce conflict areas for all users on streets
and sidewalks.

The following mitigation measures were added
to the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

¢ TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad
e TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Considering the amount of development
planned there will be a much higher traffic
volume in the area once all projects are
complete. This will impact the level of
protection pedestrians will need at crossings,
and a change in safety measures for road
users may be imminent. Further coordination
between the City of Calipatria and Caltrans
is recommended moving forward.

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from Caltrans
for all developments affecting the State right-of-
way. The Eastside Specific Plan will not change
nor waive this procedure, thus no changes to the
IS/MND are required.

As part of the City’s 2022 Housing Element
update, Caltrans requests that the City
include discussions and mapping/graphics
that describe the City’s existing and future
housing inventory per the City’s Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA).

Section XIII of the IS/MND was updated to
include a description of the City’s 6" Cycle
RHNA and a map of the vacant sites throughout
the city.

Early coordination with Caltrans, in
locations that may affect both Caltrans and
the City of Calipatria, is encouraged.

As previously mentioned, the City of Calipatria
already has an established procedure that
requires applicants to coordinate and acquire all
necessary permits from Caltrans for all
developments affecting Caltrans Right-of-Way.
The Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor
waive this procedure, thus no changes to the
IS/MND are required.

Applicants must be informed that in
accordance with 23 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 772, the Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) is not responsible
for existing or future traffic noise impacts
associated with the existing configuration of
Route 115.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

¢ NOI-1: Highway Noise
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An encroachment permit will be required for
any work within the Caltrans’ Right-of-Way
prior to construction. As part of the
encroachment permit process, the applicant
must provide approved final environmental
documents for this project, corresponding
technical studies, and necessary regulatory
and resource agency permits.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

TRANSP-3: Caltrans Encroachment
Permit

Per Business and Profession Code 8771,
perpetuation of survey monuments by a
licensed land surveyor is required, if they are
being destroyed by any construction.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the [S/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

TRANSP-4:
Monuments

of

Perpetuation

Imperial Irrigation District

For any prospective developer requiring
clectrical service within the Specific Plan,
the City should refer the developer to
Gabriel Ramirez, IID project development
service planner.

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the IID
for electrical services. The Eastside Specific
Plan will not change nor waive this procedure,
thus no changes to the IS/MND are required.

Electrical capacity is limited in the Specific
Plan area. A circuit study may be required.
Any system improvements or mitigation
identified in the circuit study to enable the
provision of electrical service to the project
shall be the financial responsibility of the
developer.

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the [1D
for electrical services. All services and permits
are at the cost of the developer/applicant. The
Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor waive
this procedure, thus no changes to the IS/MND
are required.

Applicants shall provide a surveyed legal
description and an associated exhibit
certified by a licensed surveyor for all rights
of way deemed by IID as necessary to
accommodate  the  project elecirical
infrastructure. Rights-of-Way and easements
shall be in a form acceptable to and at no
cost to IID for installation, operation, and
maintenance of all electrical facilities.

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the IID
for electrical services. All services and permits
are at the cost of the developer/applicant. The
Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor waive
this procedure, thus no changes to the IS/MND
are required.

Developers will be required to provide rights
of ways and easements for any proposed

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the [ID
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power linc extensions andfor any other
infrastructure needed to serve the project as
well as the necessary access to allow for
continued operation and maintenance of any
1D facilities located on adjoining properties.

for electrical services. All services and permits |
are at the cost of the developer/applicant. The
Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor waive
this procedure, thus no changes to the IS/MND
are required.

The E Drain Canal is located along the
northern boundary of the Specific Plan. As
new developments are proposed, these
projects will each need to be reviewed on a
case-by-case basis for potential impacts and
mitigation IID Water Department
facilities.

to

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the IID
for electrical services. All services and permits
are at the cost of the developer/applicant. The
Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor waive
this procedure, thus no changes to the IS/MND
are required.

Any construction or operation on IID
property or within its existing and proposed
right of way or casements will require an
encroachment permit, or encroachment

agreement (depending on the circumstances).

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the IID
for electrical services. All services and permits
are at the cost of the developer/applicant, The
Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor waive
this procedure, thus no changes to the IS/MND
are required.

In addition to IID's recorded easements, IID
claims, at a minimum, a prescriptive right of
way to the toe of slope of all existing canals
and drains. Where space is limited and
depending upon the specifics of adjacent
modifications, the IID may claim additional
secondary easements/prescriptive rights of
ways to ensure operation and maintenance of
IID's facilities can be maintained and are not
impacted and if impacted mitigated. Thus,
HID should be consulted prior to the
installation of any facilities adjacent to [ID's
facilities. Certain conditions may be placed
on adjacent facilities to mitigate or avoid
impacts to ITD's facilities.

The City of Calipatria already has an established
procedure that requires applicants to coordinate
and acquire all necessary permits from the 1ID
for electrical services. All services and permits
are at the cost of the developer/applicant. The
Eastside Specific Plan will not change nor waive
this procedure, thus no changes to the IS/MND
are required,

Any mnew, relocated, modified or
reconstructed IID facilities required for and
by the project need to be included as part of
the project's California Environmental
Quality Act and/or National Environmental

As a planning level document, the Eastside
Specific Plan does not propose nor entitle any
projects involving the relocation, modification,
or construction of new IID facilities. All future
projects in the area will still be required to
coordinate with the IID and cover all permits

City of Calipatria City Council
Eastside Specific Plan IS/MND — September 9, 2025
1421142.3[4 — Eastside Specific Plan Staff Report & Reso

Page 11 of 19

43



Policy Act documentation, environmental | and work costs at the developer’s expense.
| impact analysis and mitigation.

Second Public Review Period. After updating the IS/MND to address all comments received
by the city, the document was recirculated to the public and State Clearinghouse for a second
30-day review period starting on May 23, 2025, and ending on June 23, 2025. After the second
30-day review period, the City received four additional comment letters from the 11D, Caltrans,
CDFW, and the Supporters Alliance for Environmental Responsibility (SAFER).

[t should be noted that apart from the letters listed in Table 3 below, the city also received three
phone calls and four emails for the Eastside Specific Plan during the second public review
period. The three phone calls were from residents requesting additional information on the
Eastside Specific Plan. One of the emails was a written request to receive notice of future
activities regarding the Eastside Specific Plan, another was to request additional project
information, and the final two were to offer contracting services to the city for future
developments within the project area. None of these inquiries provided comments on the
Eastside Specific Plan IS/MND.

The comments and responscs from the second 30-day review period were incorporated into the
IS/MND and have been briefly summarized on Table 4 below (Refer to Exhibit C — Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for more detailed information):

Table 4: Public Review Period No. 2 IS/MND Comments and Responses

Comments Responses

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

The California Fish and Game Commission | Mitigation Measure BIO-7 on Section IV of the
has advanced the Western Burrowing Owl to | IS/MND was updated according to the redlines
candidacy for endangered status under | provided by CDFW as requested.

CESA, recognizing the species may be
significantly impacted by the project through
habitat loss, injury, or mortality, which could
disrupt breeding and reduce population; thus,
CDFW recommends enhanced mitigation
measure BIO-7 to minimize these impacts
and ensure compliance with state and federal
protections.

Please revise every instance of “species of | Section IV of the IS/MND was updated
special  concern”  succeeding  western | according to the redlines provided by CDFW as
burrowing owl to “CESA candidate species”. | requested.

These instances occur on page 16, 20, and 21
of the MND.

California Department of Transportation
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Caltrans requests clarification and revisions
to mitigation measures TRANSP-1 and
TRANSP-2 to specify that “all access” refers
to “all driveway access” and applies only to
developments within the Eastside Specific
Plan. Caltrans also recommends coordination
with their LDR Branch for any future
developments near SR-115 that may impact
the state right-of-way.

Mitigation measures TRANSP-1 and TRANSP-
2 were updated according to the redlines
provided by Caltrans as requested. The
following mitigation measure was added to the
S/MND to further address the Comment from
Caltrans:

s TRANSP-5: Coordination
Caltrans LDR Branch

with

The discussion of Mitigation Measure GGE-
1 lacks reference to zero-emission vehicles
or charging infrastructure, and it is
recommended to  include language
supporting California’s goal under Executive
Order N-79-20 for 100% zero-emission new
vehicle sales by 2035.

Mitigation Measure GGE-1 on Section VII of
the IS/MND was updated to address this
comment.

The  project lies within  an
environmental justice community with a
high CalEnviroScreen score of 82, indicating
significant environmental challenges; it is
recommended to enhance -environmental
justice efforts through inclusive public
outreach and participation in the planning

process.

arca

Additional environmental justice efforts such as
additional public hearings, translated notices,
and the posting of project information on the
city website will be carried out as the project is
processed.

The plan relies on LOS standards, but under
SB 743, it 15 recommended to evaluate
transportation impacts using Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT) and conduct a VMT-based
Traffic Impact Study following state
guidance.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

e TRANSP 6: Vehicle Miles of Travel
(VMT) Traffic Impact Study (TIS)

The project area lies within 1,000 feet of the
Union Pacific Railroad, so safety impacts
from railroad preemption should be
reviewed, and coordination with the
California Public Utilities Commission is
cncouraged for any new or modified rail
crossings.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

* TRANSP-7: Railroad Safety

Caltrans recommends considering several | All future development projects within the
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state and regional planning documents—
such as Connect SoCal 2024, CAPTI, CTP
2050, and various active transportation and
land use plans—to ensure the Eastside
Specific Plan aligns with transportation,
safety, climate, and connectivity goals, while
also accounting for the nearby Draft Airport
Land Use Compatibility Plan and Lithium
Valley Specific Plan.

Eastside Specific Plan will be required to
comply with all local and regional planning
documents as part of the normal entitlement
procedure in the city. Thus, no changes to the
IS/MND are required.

Caltrans emphasizes the importance of
Complete Streets that improve safety and
access for all wusers, encourages early
coordination with the City of Calipatria, and
supports integrating bicycle, pedestrian, and
transit improvements—especially  along
proposed Class II bike routes—to promote a
multimodal, climate-resilient transportation
network.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans;
s TRANSP-5; Coordination
Caltrans LDR Branch

with

Caltrans emphasizes the connection between
land use and transportation, supporting
collaboration with local agencies to promote
smart growth strategies that create safe,
functional, and interconnected multimodal
transportation networks while managing
traffic and congestion.

Since the comment does not address the
adequacy of the environmental analysis, no
changes to the IS/MND in response to this
comment are necessary.

The applicant must be informed that in
accordance with 23 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 772, the Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) is not responsible
for existing or future traffic noise impacts
associated with the existing configuration of
SR-115.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

¢ NOI-1: Highway Noise

Construction impacting survey monuments
requires licensed surveyor preservation, and
any work within Caltrans right-of-way needs
prior approval and an encroachment permit,

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

¢ TRANSP-3: Caltrans Encroachment

. e Permit
with early coordination strongly encouraged.
¢ TRANSP-4: Perpetuation of
City of Calipatria City Council
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Monuments

Imperial Irrigation District

Developers must cover all costs for
acquiring rights of way, easements, and
necessary infrastructure changes, as well as
any street or road improvements required by

the local authority.

The City of Calipatria already requires
developers to cover all off-site, on-site, and
utility costs and obtain necessary permits. The
Eastside Specific Plan does not alter these
established procedures. Thus, no changes to the
IS/MND are required.

Public utility casements, including an
additional 10 feet on both sides of all private
and public roads, must be dedicated to IID
for electrical infrastructure construction,
operation, and maintenance,

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

e USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

Any substations or switchyards to
accommodate development shall be located
on property that will be transferred to IID in
fee simple ownership with legal access.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:
e USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

The E Drain along the northern boundary
will be affected by proposed projects,
impacting IID water facilities such as
irrigation and drainage systems, rights-of-
way, canals, pipelines, and related
infrastructure.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

* TUSS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

If the City's individual projects plan to
discharge into the E Drain, each individual
project should submit improvement plans to
IID for review and final documentation.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:
* USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

The Eastside Specific Plan does not
authorize new development; any future
projects will be reviewed individually for
potential impacts and necessary mitigation to
[ID water facilities.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:
e USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

To avoid impacts on IID water facilities,
project  construction  plans—including
grading, drainage, and fencing—must be
submitted to IID Water Department
Engineering Services before final design.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans;
s USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

1|
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Projects in the specific plan area cannot use
IID canal or drain banks for site access, and
any easement or facility abandonment
requires IID approval based on system
needs.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

o USS-3: IID Canal/Drain Banks

Changing existing drainage discharge
locations may significantly affect project
drainage pattems and impact IID drains,
requiring a comprehensive  hydraulic
analysis and associated impact fee.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:
¢ 1SS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

All discharges into IID drains must comply
with Imperial County and state and federal
water quality regulations, as outlined in 1ID's
Rules and Regulations Goveming the
Distribution and Use of Water

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

» USS-4: Rules and Regulations
Governing the Distribution and Use of
Water

Future infrastructure projects crossing IID
irrigation or drainage facilities in the specific
plan area require encroachment permits and
engineering review, with IID WDES Section
contacted before final design.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans;
e USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

An IID encroachment permit and compliance
with IID standards are required for using
surface-water drainpipe connections, along
with construction and industrial storm-water
permits from the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, and submission of
the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
to TID.

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

e USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit
Requirements

Supporters Alliance for Environmental Responsibility

To ensure that subsequent projects within the
Specific Plan will in fact be subject to
adequate environmental review, SAFER
respectfully requests that the City adopt a
binding condition of approval for the
Specific Plan requiring that subsequent
projects will be subject to CEQA review and
require a project-specific mitigated negative

The following mitigation measure was added to
the IS/MND to address the Comment from
Caltrans:

o LU-4: CEQA Review

City of Calipatria City Council
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declaration or environmental impact report
prior to approval.

PROJECT TIMELINE

Table 5 — Project Timeline

Item Date j

Present the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment,
textual amendments, and IS/MND to the Planning Commission

August 19, 2025

Present the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment,
textual amendments, IS/MND, and Planning Commission’s Septermber 9. 2025
recommendation to the City Council. Conduct a first reading of °P i
the textual amendments.

Present the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment,
textual amendments, IS/MND, and Planning Commission’s
recommendation to the City Council for a potential approval. September 23, 2025
Conduct a second reading and potential approval of the textual
amendments.

Submit the approved IS/MND to the State Clearinghouse and pay
the environmental fees for the project.

September 26, 2025

Notes:

The dates listed above are subject to change based on potential changes requested by the review body(s)
during the public hearings.

CITY COUNCIL FINDINGS

To approve or conditionally approve the Specific Plan, proposed zone change, General Plan
amendment, and zoning code textual amendment, the City Council must make the following
findings:

L.

The amendment is internally consistent with all other provisions of the General
Plan.

The proposed amendments for the Eastside Specific Plan are in compliance with goals
LU-1, LU-2, LU-7, and LU-9 of the Land Usc Element of the General Plan. The project
will also further Goal No. 2 and 4 of the Housing Element of the General Plan.
Compliance with the General Plan will also be ensured through the implementation of a
general plan amendment.

The proposed amendment is consistent with the General Plan; and the proposed
amendment is internally consistent with other applicable provisions of this Zoning
Ordinance.

The proposed RC, R1, and CI zones of the Eastside Specific Plan are consistent with the
intended purpose of the existing industrial, commercial, and residential zones. Rather

City of Calipatria City Council
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than remove the existing uses, the zone change and general plan amendment will
establish additional uses to expand the range of potential developments. The proposed
development standards are derived from the existing zones with increased standards to
protect adjacent residential uses. Thus the proposed zone change and general plan are
consistent with other applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

The proposed amendment will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or
welfare of the City.

The proposed amendment is intended to facilitate development within the
underdeveloped eastern half of the city. The textual amendments will establish
development standards designed to protect adjacent residential properties. Public welfare
will be further ensured through the implementation of mitigation measures from the
IS/MND.

The affected site is physically suitable in terms of design, location, shape, size,
operating characteristics, the provision of public and emergency vehicle access, and
public services and utilities for the anticipated land uses.

The land within Eastside Specific Plan area has immediate access to both public services
and utilities. The design, location, shape, and size of the parcels are of substantial size
for the new mixed-use zones. Suitability will further be ensured through the adoption of
new development standards and the implementation of mitigation measures from the
IS/MND. All future developments will also be required to undergo their own permit
review and CEQA review.

PUBLIC NOTICING

In accordance with the requirements of CEQA and Chapter 4.18 of the Zoning Ordinance, a
Notice of Public Hearing (Attachment D — Posted Public Hearing Notice) was posted at City
Hall and sent for publishing on the local newspaper on August 26, 2025, and mailed out to all
property owners and local stakeholders within the Eastside Specific Plan area on August 27,

2025.

RECOMMENDATION AND PENDING ACTION

Upon considering all comments for and against the project, the City Council may consider one
of the following actions:

Conduct a first reading on the zoning code textual amendments and direct staff to
present the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, second reading of
textual amendments to the zoning code, and final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan at the next available City Council meeting.

or

Conduct a first reading on the zoning code textual amendments and direct staff to
present the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, second reading of
textual amendments to the zoning code, and final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan at the next available City Council meeting
with modifications deemed necessary by the City Council;

or

City of Calipatria City Council
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* Motion to not proceed with the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment,
second reading of textual amendments to the zoning code, and final Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan at the next available
City Council meeting.

Attachments: Attachment A — Vicinity Map
Attachment B — Existing and Proposed Zoning Map
Attachment C — Existing and Proposed Land Use Map
Attachment D — Posted Public Hearing Notice
Attachment E — Draft Ordinance No. 25-XX
Exhibit A - Vicinity Map
Exhibit B — Draft Textual Amendments
Exhibit C — Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Attachment A — Vicinity Map
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Attachment B — Existing and Proposed
Zoning Map
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Attachment C — Existing and Proposed Land
Use Map
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Attachment D — Posted Public Hearing
Notice
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Notice of Public Hearing
City of Calipatria

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Calipatria City Council at the date,
time, and place indicated below. The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments from the
public regarding the following subject:

Project: Location:

City of Calipatria Specific Plan, zone change, General | East of Industrial Avenue, south of Young
Plan amendment, first reading of textual amendments Road, north of Date Street, and west of East
to the zoning code, and final Initial Study/Mitigated | Avenue on the east side of the City of
Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan Calipatria J

To support housing goals from the 6™ Cycle Housing Element, the city is creating the Eastside Specific
Plan which includes rezoning efforts to en courage mixed-use development on the eastern half of the city.
Existing commercial, industrial and multi-family zones will be changed into new RC (Residential
Commercial Mixed-Use), Rl (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and CI (Commercial Industrial) zoning
designations. These new zones will allow a combination of residential, light commercial, and light
industrial uses, subject to stricter standards and permitting procedures to minimize impacts on nearby
residential areas. The project will also consist of a textual amendment of the zoning code to establish
development standards for the new mixed-use zones.

A draft Initial Study (IS) and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared and circulated to the
State Clearinghouse and the public for two separate 30-day review periods in mid-2023 and 2025. After
both 30-day review periods the city received a total of seven comment letters from state agencies, and
local stakeholders. A final IS/MND was prepared for the project and was presented to the Planning
Commission along with the Specific Pan, zone change, General Plan amendment, and zoning code text
amendment during a public hearing held on August 19, 2025. Upon reviewing all pertinent information
and considering all public comments, the Planning Commission motioned to recommend approval of all
the listed items for the Eastside Specific Plan to the City Council. The purpose of this hearing is to present
the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, first reading of the zoning code text
amendment, and Final IS/MND for the Eastside Specific Plan to the City Council for their review.

City Council Hearing Date: September 9, 2025
Hearing Time: 6:00 PM
Hearing Location: City Hall
125 North Park Avenue
Calipatria, CA 92233

Copies of pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during regular business hours. If
you would-like to know more about the proposed project prior to the public hearing, please contact
Francisco Barba, Assaciate Planner, at (760) 337-3883 orvia email at fharba@then oltgroun.net.

Any person desiring to camment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing. Written comments should be directed to the Cali patria City Clerk, 125 North Park Avenue,
Calipatria, CA 92233 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the project name
in all written correspondences.

Posted:;@&é&&m Date: (? -2 6 "\7’2’5’/
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Aviso de Audiencia Publica
Ciudad de Calipatria

Se notifica que el Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Calipatria llevara a cabo una audiencia ptiblica en la fecha, hora y
lugar que se indican a continuacién. El propdsito de la audiencia serd escuchar los comentarios del publico sobre el

siguiente tema:

Proyecto: | Ubicacidn:
Plan especifico, cambio de zonificacién, enmienda al | Al Este de Industrial Avenue, al sur de Young Road, al
plan general, primera presentacién de enmiendas | norte de Date Street y al oeste de East Avenue en el lado
textuales al cddigo de zonificacion y estudio inicial | este de la Ciudad de Calipatria
final/declaracion negativa mitigada para el Plan

|_Especifico del lado Este de la Ciudad de Calipattia |

Para apoyar los objetivos de vivienda del Elemento de Vivienda, la Ciudad de Calipatria estd creando el Plan Especifico
de la Zona Este, que Incluye iniciativas de rezonificacion para fomentar el desarrollo de uso mixto en la mitad del lado
este de la Ciudad. Las zonas comerciales, industriales y multifamiliares existentes se cambiaran en nuevas
designaciones de zanificacion a RC {Use Mixto Residencial-Comercial), Rl (Uso Mixto Residencial-Industrial} y Cl (Uso
Industrial Comercial). Estas nuevas zonas permitiran una combinacién de uso residencial, comercial ligero e industrial
ligero, sujetas a normas y procedimientos de permisos mas estrictos para minimizar el impacto en las zonas
residenciales cercanas. El proyecto también incluird una enmienda al texto del codigo de zonificacion para establecer
normas de desarrollo para las nuevas zonas de uso mixto.

Se preparé un borrador de Estudio Inicial (IS)/Declaracion Negativa Mitigada (MND) y se distribuyd al State
Clearinghouse y al pablico durante dos periodos de revision por 30 dias, a mediados de 2023 y 2025. Después de
ambos periodos de revisién, la Ciudad recibié un total de siete cartas con comentarios de agencias estatales y
agencias locales. Se prepard un IS/MND final para el proyecto y se presentd a la Comision de Planificacion junto con
el Plan Especifico, el cambio de zonificacian, la enmienda al Plan General y la enmienda al texto del codigo de
zonificacién durante una audiencia piiblica el 19 de agosto del 2025. Tras revisar toda la informacion pertinente y
considerar todos los comentarios publicos, la Comisién de Planificacién propuso recomendar la aprobacidn del
proyecto completo del Plan Especifico del Este de la Ciudad al Ayuntamiento. El propdsito de esta audiencia es
presentar el plan especifico, el cambio de zonificacién, la enmienda al plan general, la primera presentacién de la
enmienda al texto del cédigo de zonificacién y el IS/MND final para el Plan Especifico del Este de la Ciudad al
Ayuntamiento para su revision.

Fecha de la audiencia del Ayuntamiento: 9de septiembre del 2025
Horade la audiencia:  6:00 PM
Lugar de la audiencia:  Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Calipatria
125 North Park Avenue
Calipatria, CA 92233

Copias de la informacidn estaran disponibles para su revisidn en el ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Calipatria durante
el horario habitual. Si desea obtener mas informacion sobre el proyecto propuesto antes de la audiencia publica,
comuniguese con Francisco Barba, Planificador Asociado de The Holt Group, al (760) 337-3883 o
fharba@theholtgroup.net.

Cualquier persona que desee comentar sobre el proyecto anterior puede hacerlo por escrito o puede atender en
persona a la audiencia pablica. Los comentarios por escrito deben dirigirse a la secretaria de la Ciudad de Calipatria,
125 N. Park Avenue, Calipatria, CA 92233 y entregarse antes de la fecha de la audiencia puablica. Por favor, haga
referencia al nombre del proyecto en toda la correspondencia escrita.

Publicado: W Fecha: 5 q@é«ﬂé
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Attachment E — Draft Ordinance No. 25-XX
Exhibit A — Vicinity Map
Exhibit B — Draft Textual
Amendments

Exhibit C — Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration
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DRAFT - ORDINANCE No. 04 -5

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIPATRIA
ADOPTING THE EASTSIDE SPECIFIC PLAN AND APPROVING A ZONE CHANGE,
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONING CODE TEXTUAL AMENDMENTS, AND
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE EASTSIDE
SPECIFIC PLAN

WHEREAS, Program No. 13 of the City of Calipatria 6™ Cycle Housing Element
establishes the need for a land use plan update/zone change for vacant properties within the city;
and

WHEREAS, the city prepared the Eastside Specific Plan with the goal of rezoning the
Eastern half of the city to allow for a variety of residential-commercial, residential-industrial, and
commercial-industrial mixed-uses; and

WHEREAS, the Eastside Specific Plan encompasses primarily of the General Plan
amendment, zone change, and zoning code textual amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Eastside Specific Plan encompasses an arca of approximately 336 parcels
bordered on the north by Young Road, to the cast by East Avenue, to the south by Church Street
and to the west by Industrial Avenue with an additional area on the south side of Main Street
between Railroad Avenue and Imperial Avenue as shown in Exhibit A — Vicinity Map; and

WHEREAS, the Eastside Specific Plan requires the approval of a zone change, General
Plan amendment, and textual amendments to the zoning ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the proposed zone change will change the existing R-2 (Medium Density
Multi-Family Residential), R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential), CP (Commercial
Professional), OS-G (General Open Space), DC (Downtown Core), and M-2 (Heavy
Manufacturing and Industrial) zoning designations within the Eastside Specific Plan area to R-1
(Low Density Residential), OS-G (General Open Space), RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-
Use), RI (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and CI (Commercial Industrial); and

WHEREAS, the proposed General Plan amendment will change the cxisting LD-R (Low
Density Residential), MD-R (Medium Density Residential), HD-R (High Density Residential),
OS-R (Open Space/Recreation), GC (General Commercial), H-I (Heavy Industrial), and DD
(Downtown District) land use designations within the Eastside Specific Plan area to LD-R (Low
Density Residential), OS-R (Open Space/Recreation), RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-Use),
RI (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and CI (Commercial Industrial); and

WHEREAS, the proposed textual amendments consist of updating Chapters 2.10, 2.12,
2.14, 3.10, 3.12, and 5.10 of the Zoning Ordinance to establish a list of permitted uses and
development standards for the new mixed-use zones; and

WHEREAS, the textual amendment was updated to comply with comments from the State
Department of Housing and Community Development requesting that the textual amendments
include language in accordance with Government Code Sections 655 83.2(h) and 65583.2(1); and
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WHEREAS, a draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific
Plan was prepared and circulated to the State Clearinghouse and Public for a 30-day review period
from June 30, 2023, to July 31, 2023: and

WHEREAS, a revised Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Eastside
Specific Plan was recirculated to the State Clearinghouse and Public for a second 30-day review
period from May 23, 2025, to June 23, 2025: and

WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing was scheduled and held on August 19, 2025,
by the Planning Commission pursuant to Chapter 4.22 of the Zoning Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission motioned to recommend approval of the Specific
Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, and
zoning code textual amendments to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing on September 9, 2025,
where they conducted an introduction and first reading by title only of the textual amendments of
the zoning code, and considered all comments for and against the Specific Plan, zone change,
General Plan amendment, and Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Eastside
Specific Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a second reading by title only of the textual
amendments of the zoning code on , 2025, where upon considering all comments
and documentation for the Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, and Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Eastside Specific Plan, the City Council took action.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The City Council hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true and corrcct and
are incorporated herein as substantive findings of this Ordinance.

SECTION 2: That the City Council initiated the Specific Plan, proposed zone change, General
Plan amendment, and zoning text amendments (under Exhibit B - Zoning Text Amendment),
pursuant to Chapter 4.22 of the City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance; and

SECTION 3: That the proposed Specific Plan, zone change, General Plan amendment, and zoning
text amendments for the Eastside Specific Plan are subject to the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was
prepared; and

SECTION 4: That the City Council made the following findings pursuant to Section 4.22.060 of
the City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance:

1. The amendments are internally consistent with all other provisions of the General Plan.

2. The amendments are consistent with the General Plan; and are internally consistent with
other applicable provisions of the City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance.

3. The proposed amendments will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare
of the city.
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4. The affected site is physically suitable in terms of design, location, shape, size, operating
characteristics, the provision of public and emergency vehicle access, and public services
and utilities for the anticipated land uses; and

SECTION 6: That based on the evidence presented at the public hearing, the City Council hereby
adopted the Eastside Specific Plan and approves the zone change, General Plan amendment,
zoning text amendment (under Exhibit B - Zoning Text Amendment), and the Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (under Exhibit C - Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration) for the Eastside Specific Plan.

SECTION 5: This ordinance shall take effect and shall be in force thirty (30) days after the date
of adoption, and prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the passage thereof, shall be
published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the City of
Calipatria, together with the names of the members of the City Council voting for and against the
same,

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Calipatria at a
regularly scheduled meeting held on this __ day of 2025, by the following roll call
vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

Michael Luellen, Mayor

Attest:

Jane Hurtado, City Clerk
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Exhibit A — Vicinity Map
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DRAFT - ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT
CITY OF CALIPATRIA EAST SIDE SPECIFIC PLAN

* Underline is proposed new language

G Bl etk ool e o diiined

¢ Standard type is existing language to be retained

CHAPTER 2.10 ESTABLISHMENT OF
LONES AND ALLOWABLE LAND USES

Sections:
2.10.020 Official Zoning Map and Zones

2.10.020 Official Zoning Map and Zones

A. Zones established. The City shall be divided into zones that implement the Calipatria
General Plan, The zones shown in Table 2-0 (Zones) are hereby established and shall be
shown on the City of Calipatria Zoning Map (Zoning Map).

B. Official Zoning Map. The Zoning Map has been adopted by the City Council in
compliance with Government Code Sections 65800 et seq. and is hereby incorporated
into this Zoning Ordinance by reference.

C. Interpretation of zone boundaries. Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any
zone shown on the Zoning Map, the City Manager, upon written application or the
Planning Commission upon its own motion, shall determine the location of such
boundary({ies).

General Plan Designations Implemented by

Zone Symbol Name of Zone Fihs

Residential Zones

R-1 Single Family Residential Zone Low Density Residential

Medium Density Multifamily Residential

R-2 Feseiis Medium Density Residential

R-3 High Density Multifamily Residential Zone High Density Residential

MHP Mobile Home Park Zane Low Density Residential

RC Residential Commercial Mixed-Use Residential Commercial Mixed-Use
Rl Residential Industrial Mixed-Use Residential Industrial Mixed-Use

Commercial Zones

CP Commercial Professional General Commercial
CP-T Commercial Professional Transitional General Commercial
DC Downtown Core Downtown District
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Commercial Industrial

Commercial Industrial

Industrial Zones

M-1

Light Manufacturing and Industrial

Light Industry

M-2

Heavy Manufacturing and Industrial

Heavy Industry

Open Space Zones

0S8-G

Open Space General

Open Space/Recreation

0S-A l

Open Space Agriculture

Open Space/Agriculture

Public Facilities Zone

P-F Public Facilities Public Facility
Airport Zones

A-C Airport Commercial Airport Commercial
Al Airport Industrial Airport Industrial

Overlay Zones

A-O

Airport Overlay

Airport Use Zone

PUD

Planned Unit Development Overlay
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CHAPTER 2.12 RESIDENTIAL ZONES

Secfions:

212,010 Purpose of Residential Zones

2.12.020 Residential Zones Allowahle Land Uses and Permit Requirements
2.12.030 Residential Zones Development Standards

2.12.010 Purpose of Residential Zones

A. Single-family Residential Zone (R-1). The Single-family Residential Zone is intended for
single-family dwellings and duplexes. This Zone allows for a supportive transition from
rural low density residential areas into commercial or light industrial areas.

B.  Medium Density Multifamily Residential Zone (R-2). The Medium Multifamily Density
Residential Zone is intended for medium-density residential developments, The R-3 Zone
provides for developments in the form of apartment buildings, triplexes, and
condominiums with limited height.

C. High Density Multifamily Residential Zone (R-3). The High Density Multifamily
Residential Zone is intended for high-density multiple story residential developments.

D. Mobile Home Park (MHP). The Mobile Home Park Zone is intended for areas suitable
for development of mobile home parks and travel trailer parks. This Zone implements the
goals of the General Plan by providing a zone where the economical housing provided by
the mobile home or travel trailer can be made available to persons of all socio-economic
g['DUPS.

E. Residential Commercial Mixed-Use (RC). The Residential Commercial Mixed-Use Zone
is intended to encourage a mix of commercial and residential uses to create interactive
street, provide meaningful public spaces, and foster jobs and services where people can
live, work, shop and play.

F. Residential Industrial Mixed-Use (RI). The purpose of the Residential Industrial Mixed-
Use Zone is to promote and protect vital industrial districts while maximizing the use of
land within the area. The zone is intended for areas of the City that are appropriate for
density residential, light industrial, live/work. and similar, compatible uses.

2.12.020 Residential Zones Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements

Table 2-1. Residential Zones Allowable Land Uses and Permit Reqguirements

Land Use R1 | R2 | R3 SR':;:JTF;&LJ::
Agriculture
Agriculture, Light P - = = = ol
Animal Keeping = ol = = o< cup
Recreation, Education, and Public Assembly
;ommercial Recreation Facility, Indoor = 3,000 - p P pi P cupP
Efommercial Recreation Facility, Indoar > 3,000 ~ | mup | mup | - " -
Scfomrnercial Recreation Facility, Outdoor < 3,000 cuP | MuP | Mmup | — cup | cup
;:fommercfal Recreation Facility, Outdoor > 3,000 | cuP | cup | - & cuP
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Heaith/Fitness Facility - - = - B =
Meeting Facility, Public or Private < 3,000 sf MUP | MUP - - P cup
Meeting Facility, Public or Private > 3,000 sf - Cup - - = =
Park and Playground P P P - B -
Public or Quasi-public Facility CUP | CUP | CuP - P CcuP
Recreational Vehicle Park - - - P - =
Riding and Hiking Trail P P P P B B
S, S, e o [aw [ o |~ [z
Theater and Auditorium -- - - - MUP T
Studio — Art, Dance, Martial Arts - = = pnd | s S
Residential
Accessory Structure = cup P P P i S?Z?Ig;t]
Dwelling, Duplex MUP | P P - P B
Dwelling, Multi-family - P P - | CUP? | cup?
Dweliing, Single-family P P P P B #
Emergency Shelter Fle e | B g | p (St
Farmworker Housing 2 P P P 4 P
Home Occupation HOP | HOP | HOP | - | HoP | Hop | Section
Low Barrier Navigation Center - P P P P B g?:;tl?gg
Mobile Home Parks - - - P = = ;.Sazcénggo
Residential Care Facility, 1-6 clients P P P P P
Residential Care Facility, 7 or more clients P P P P P P
Rooming and Boarding House - Cup P - = Cup
Second Dwelling PlLEl®R | = | #® | & (20
Single Room Occupancy P P P P B 332%"?20
Transitional & Supportive Housing P P P P P P gzg'?:;o
Retail
Accessory Retail/Service Use - - = - P =
Agriculture/General Retail 2 = = - = cups
Building/Landscape Materials, Indcor - - — - - cup

L=




Building/Landscape Materials, Cutdoor

Food Commissaries

General Retail, except the following:

o

Alcoho| Beverage Sales

%)
c
i)

Drive-through Sales

|

Single tenant over 5,000 sf

O
=
e

|

Plant Nursery

@]
c
av

Restaurant

-]

Sidewalk Seating

=
T

Drive-Through

9]
=9
3]

Vehicle Sales

T
=
avl

|

Vehicle Service Station

Services

Automated Teller Machine (ATM)

Q
o
T

Animal Care Facility

Bed and Breakfast Inn

Business Support Service

)
c
o

|

Car Wash

@]
15

Catering Service

9]
Lo
o

[t

Child Day Care — Family Day Care Center

Cup

9]
=
5

|

Section
2.26.030

Child Day Care - Large Family Home

Cup

]
=
0

Section
2.26.030

Child Day Care - Small Family Home

]
=
2]

|

Section
2.26.030

Equipment Rental

)
=
T

Financial Institution

2|
c
g

Hotel, Motel

Laundry or Dry-Cleaning Pick-up/Drop-off
Service

)
c
o

Maintenance Service — Client Site Service

|

Medical Service — Clinic/Urgent Care

(®]
[y
m

Medical Service - Hospital

O
s
o

Medical Service — Laboratory
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Office — Business/Service = == = = CUP E
Personal Service = = - - CUP | MUP
Printing and Publishing = = = = | CUP B
Repair Services — Large Equipment - - - - CUP | CUP
Repair Services — Small Equipment — - - - CUP | cup
Upholstery Repair - = = = cup L4
Vehicle Rental -- = - - - CUP
Vehicle Repair & Service - - - = CUP | CUP
Transportation & Infrastructure

Telecommunication Facility CUP | CUP | CUP | CUP | cup | cup gz‘g"ﬂg
End Note

1. For use by Residents

2. Housing developments that contain a minimum of 20 percent affordability to lower-income households as required
by Govemnment Code section 65583(c)(1) and 58832 .2(h} and that are on specific sites rezoned by the City Council to
meet RHNA requirements as detailed in the programs of the Housing Element shall be a permitted "use by right” as
that term is defined in Government Code Section 65583.2(i) and Chapter 5.10 of this zoning code.

3. Provided all operations, except incidental storage, are conducted within an enclosed building

Legend

P Permitted Use
MUP Minor Use Permit
CuP Conditional Use Permit Required
HOP Home Occupation Permit
- Use Not Allowed

2.12.030 Residential Zones Development Standards

Table 2-2. Residential Zones Development Standards

Specific
Regulations

Building Placement
Requirements

Setbacks (minimum)?

Front 20 15 15 5 415 15’
Side 5 5' 5 104 5 5
Street Side 10 12 12 - 12 10
Adjacent to Residential Zane - - - - 15 i
Rear 15 15' 10' 10" 5 10
Adjacent to Residential Zone - - - - 20 20

Building Form Requirements

Building Height (maximum)® 35'or2 | 350r2 | 40'0r4 | 17'0r1 | 35 0r | 35
Main Structure stories stories stories story 3

wn
o
=

Section 3.10.030

e
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Accessory Structure 17 17 17 stories | stories
(detached)
Lot Coverage (maximum) 55% 50% 60% 60% 60% 70%
Density Requirements
3.00 sq.
Density (units/acre) 8 23 29 ft. per 16 16
space
FAR (max.} = — = = 1.0 15
Lot Requirements (minimum)
Site Area -- - - 5 acres — -
5,000
sq. ft. - | £.500 | 7.500
Lot Size (see 2'5210 :‘5?10 35'003 (min. [min.
table -1 ¢ % ) sa.ft) | sa.ft)
2.3)
Lot Width 50'-80'8 G0’ 65° 407 30 50
Lat Depth 100° - - -- - -
Other Requirements
Landscaping See Section 3.10.050
Fences and Screening Seea Section 3.10.040
Parking and Loading See Section 3.10.070
End Note I
1. See Section 2.26.080 (Mobile Homes and Mobile Home Parks) for additional standards.
2. Aswimming pool, hot tub, or spa and any related mechanical equipment shall be set back a minimum of five feet fram

side and rear property lies and shall not be located within a front setback.

3. Applies to any street within the park. Projections or eave overhangs from mobile homes shall not extend beyond a lot line
bordering a street or commion area. See Section 2.24.080 (Mabils Home Parks).

4. Applies to any side space line. See Section 2.24,080.

5. Applies to each mobile home or recreational vehicle space. Includes accessory structures,

6. A chimney, cupola, monument, mechanical equipment, vent, or similar structure may exceed the height limit subject to
approval of a Conditicnal Use Permit; except a chimney or vent may exceed the maximum height of the applicable zone if
required to meet Building Code requirements.

7. RV spaces shall have a minimum area of 1,500 square feet and width of 30 feet,

8. Determined by lot size, see Subsection 2.12.040.A, below.

Legend

Floor Area Ralio
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CHAPTER 2.14 COMMERCIAL ZONES

Sections:

2.14.010 Purpose of Commercial Zones
214.020 Residential Zones Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements
2.14.030 Residential Zones Development Standards

2.14.010

A

Purpose of Commercial Zones

Commercial Professional (CP). The Commercial Professional Zone is intended for the
development of business and professional offices that serve as a transition to surrounding
residential areas. The standards of this Zone are desi gned to support uses that can
conveniently serve the public, protect adjacent zones, promote orderly development, and
avoid the creation of traffic congestion within the neighborhood.

Commercial Professional Transitional (CP-T). The Commercial Professional Transitional
Zone is intended to enable the development of additional commercial uses that are
appropriate for large lots and to provide appropriate land uses in the areas that transition
from commercial to industrial and commercial to residential.

Downtown Core (DC). The Downtown Core Zone is intended for the majority of the
City's commercial needs and encourages higher-intensity, pedestrian-oriented
development. The Downtown Core Zone should provide a wide range of retail and
service establishments and mixed-use developments with residential uses above or
behind the nonresidential use(s).

Commercial Industrial (CI). The Commercial Industrial Zone is intended to meet the
commerce and service needs of the resident and business communities while ensuring
compatibility with adjacent land uses.

2.14.020

Commercial Zones Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements

Table 2-4. Commercial Zones Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements

Land Use cP |cpT| D | i‘;;‘ﬂf;l;’::

Recreation, Education, and Public Assembly

Commercial Recreation Facility, Indoor = 3,000 sf MUP | MUP P MUP
Commercial Recreation Facility, Indoor > 3,000 sf - CUP CuUP -
Commercial Recreation Facility, Outdcor CUpP | MUP - Cup
Commercial Recreation Facility, Ouidoor < 3.000 si - - = CupP
Health/Fitness Facility P P P P
Meeting Facility, Public or Private < 3,000 sf P P P F
Meeting Facility, Public or Private > 3,000 sf - MUP P -
Park and Playground P P P P
Public or Quasi-public Facility P P P o
Riding and Hiking Trail MUP | MUP - P
School, Specialty, < 3,000 sf P P P P

77



School, Specialty, > 3,000 sf

cup

Specialized Education/Training MUP | MUP P MUP
Theater and Auditorium MUP | MUP P MUP
Studio — Art, Dance, Martial Arts P P P P
Residential
Accessory Structure P P P P Section 2.26.020
Child Day Care — Family Day Care Center P B MUP P Section 2.26.030
Mixed Use Project - - CUp? - Section 2.26.070
Residential Care Facility serving up to six clients P P P P
R;sfdential Care Facility serving greater than six p p P B
clients =
Rooming and Boarding House o= % CuUp o
Homeless Shelter - - P =
Dwelling, Multi-family - cup = =
Low Barrier Navigation Center - P P P Section 2.26.130
Transitional or Supportive Housing - P P P Section 2.26.140
Retail
Agriculture/General Retail - - - CUp!
Accessory Retail/Service Use P P P P
Bar/Tavern/Night Club - - Cup -
Building/Landscape Materials, Indoor - CUP | MUP | CLP
Building/Landscape Materials, Outdoor - CUP | CUP | CuP
Food Commissaries = &= w MUP
General Retail, except the following: P P P P
Alcohol Beverage Sales CuUP CUP CUP | CUP
Drive-through Sales P P - P
Single tenant over 5,000 sf CuUP CUP | MUP | CUP
Operating between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. - - CuprP -
Plant Nursery MUP MUP MUFP | MUP
Restaurant P P P P
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Sidewalk Seating MupP Cup MUP | MUP

Live Entertainment - i CupP -

Drive Thru CUP | CUP | CUP | CUP
Vehicle Sales, < 5,000 sf of sales area CuUP | cupP P2 Ccup
Vehicle Sales, > 5,000 sf of sales area CUP | CUP - cup
Services
Animal Care Facility - - - pe
Automated Teller Machine (ATM) P P P P
Bed and Breakfast Inn - - = CupP
Business Support Services P P P P
Car Wash CUP | MUP - MUP
Catering Service - - - | Mup*
Equipment Rental CUP MUP MUP P
Financial Institutions P P = P
Hotel, Motel = - - CUP
Lodging MUF | MUP | MUP | mMUP
Laundry or dry cleaning pick-up/drop-off service MUP | MUP P P
Maintenance Service — Client Site Service — - - P
Medical Services — Clinic /Urgent Care P P P P
Medical Services — Doctor's Office P P P Iz
Medical Service — Hospital CUP | CUP - cup
Martuary/Funeral Home MUP | MUP P MUP
Office — Business/Service P P P P
Office — Professional P P P P
Personal Services 3 P B E
Printing and Publishing - -- - [
Repair Services — Large Equipment -- - - P
Repair Services — Small Equipment P P P P
Recycling — Reverse Vending Machines P P - P
Recycling — Small Collection Facility p P - P
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Repair Services — Large Equipment = - - P
Repair Services — Small Equipment - - - P

Self-Storage Facilities = = = Cup

Vehicle Rental - -- p2 -

Vehicle Repair & Services CupP cup P3 cup

WVehicle Service Station CUP | CUP | CUP | CLP

Transportation & Infrastructure

Electric Distribution Substation CUP | CUP | CuP | CUP

Parking Facility P - MUP -

Telecommunication Facility CUP CuUP CUP | CUP | Section2.26.110
Transit Center CUP | CUP | MUP | CUP

End Note

1. Residential located above or behind nonresidential.

2. Does net include the sale or rental of campers or trucks.

3. Excluding fender and body work, within an enclosed building.
4. Provided all operations, except incidental storage, are conducied within an enclosed building.

Legend

P Permitted Use

MUP  Minor Use Permit Reguired

CUP  Conditional Use Permit Required
-- Use not Allowed

2.14.030 Commercial Zones Development Standards

Table 2-5. Commercial Zones Develapment Standards

Speclfic
Regulations

Building Placement Requirements

Setbacks

Front 15 15' 5' 5
Side o 0 o Q
Adjacent ta Residential Zone 5 5 5! i
Street Side iy 12 12 12
Rear 5 g 5 g
Adjacent to Residential Zane 20 20 10 20'

Building Form Requirements

Building Height {max.)

35 or 2 stories

50 or 4 stories

Section 3.10.030

Coverage (max.)

60%

0%

80%

80%
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Density Requirements

Residential Density {units/acre) - 20 -

FAR (max.) 1.0 1.0 2.0

Lot Requirements

Lot Size (min. square feet) 4,500 5,000 5,000
Lot Width 30’ 50' 50'
Other Requirements |
Landscaping See Section 3.10.050

Fences and Screening

See Section 3.10.040

Parking and Loading

See Section 3.10.070

Signs

See Chapter 3.12

81




CHAPTER 3.10 GENERAL
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

Sections:
3.10.040 Fencing and Screening
3.10.050 Landscaping

3.10.040 Fencing and Landscaping

A. Applicability. The requirements of this Section apply to all fences and walls unless
otherwise stated.

B. Height limits. Each fence or wall shall comply with the height limits shown in Table 3.2.

Location of Fence or Wall Maximum Height
Within a front setback 3 feet 2
Within a street side setback 6 feet 2
Within an interior side or rear setback 6 feet
Cutside of a required setback 6 feet ?
Notes:
1. Afence or wall up to six feet in height is allowed when the portion above three |

feet is 90% open and light emitting (e.qg., wrought iron).

2. Al fences and walls shall comply with Section 3.10.030.E. {Restrictions to
height limits at street cormners)

3. Innon-residential zones, a solid fence ar wall up to eight feet in height may be

allowed for screening or security purposes subject to approval of a Minor Use
Permit.

|

C. Measurement of fence and wall height

1. Fence and/or wall height shall be measured as the vertical distance between the finished
grade at the base of the fence and the top edge of the fence material.

2. In cases where elevation of the finished grade of the fence and/or wall differs from one
side to the other (as when a fence is placed on top of a retaining wall}, the height shall
be measured from the side with the lowest natural grade; except that a safety fence with
a maximum height of five feet shall be allowed in all case. (See Figure 3-4 Height
Measurement)
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Maximum
Height
j z Fence
Maxfmum 6 feet
Height -
| 3 feet [ Pt
L | 1
: ! = ’
[ | I = ez Sl | N ‘-’
Froni Scihack Rear Setback
Retaining
Wall

Figure 3-4 Height Measurement

D. Screening. Non-residential uses adjacent to restdential zones and developments shall be
screened at property line as follows:

1.

The screen shall consist of a masonry wall or similar durable material, six feet in
height. The Review Authority (City Manager or Planning Commission, as applicable
for the project) may require a wall up to cight feet in height, if necessary, to screen
the use from the residential use.

The wall shall be architecturally treated on both sides, subject to the approval of the
Review Authority.

The wall shall have an anti-graffiti coating,

In industrial zones, a minimum of 10 feet of dense landscaping shall be planted
adjacent to residential zones.

In commercial zones, a minimum of five feet of dense landscaping shall be planted
adjacent to residential zones.

In mixed-use zones, commercial uses shall plant a minimum of five feet of dense
landscaping adjacent to residential uses and zones, and industrial uses shall plant a
minimum of 10 feet of dense landscaping adjacent to residential zones and uses.

The Review Authority may waive or approve a substitute for the requirements of
this Subsection if the Review Authority determines that:

a. The relationship of the proposed uses make the required screening
unnecessary;

b. The intent of this Subsection can be successfully met by means of
alternative screening methods;

c.  Physical constraints on the site make the required screening infeasible; or
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d. The physical characteristics of the site or adjoining lots make the required

e, SCI‘EET‘liI‘Lg unnecessary.

E. Mechanical equipment, loading docks, and refuse areas.

1.

Roof or ground mounted mechanical equipment shall be screened from public view
and residential uses. This equipment includes air conditioning, heating, ventilation
ducts, and exhaust vents, loading docks, refuse storage areas, and utility services,
electrical transformers, gas meters, etc.

The colors, materials, and architectural style of screening shall be architecturally
compatible with other on-site development.

F. Swimming pools, spas, and similar features. Swimming pools/spas and other similar
water features shall be fenced in compliance with the building code requirements,
regardless of the other requirements of this Section.

G. Regulated materials. The following fencing materials are prohibited as follows.

1.
2.

Razor or concertina wire unless approved by a Conditional Use Permit.

Chain link fencing within a front or street side setback.

H. Railroad right-of-way. Vandal resistant fencing or other appropriate barriers shall be
provided to limit the access of trespassers onto a railroad right-of-way.

3.10.050 Fencing and Landscaping

A. Purpose. This Section establishes requirements for landscaping to enhance the appearance
of public street frontages and development projects, conserve water, control soil erosion and
provide visual buffers where necessary. California natives, drought tolerant, and low water
usage plants are strongly encouraged to reduce water usage.

B. Applicability. The provisions of this Section shall apply to all land uses as follows:

1.

New Projects. All new nonresidential and multi-family development projects shall
provide landscaping in compliance with this Section,

Existing development. The approval of a development application for minor
additions (e.g., 25 percent or less of the existing floor area) and/or a change in use
within an existing development may include conditions of approval requiring
compliance with specific requirements of this Section.

Timing of Installation. Required Iandscape and itrigation improvements shall be
installed prior to the final building inspection unless specified otherwise in the
project’s Minor Use Permit or Conditional Use Permit.

Alternatives to requirements. The Review Authority (City Manager or Planning
Commission, as applicable for the project) may modify the standards of this Section
to accommodate alternatives to required landscape materials or methods, where the
Review Authority determines that the proposed alternative will be equally or more
effective in achieving the purposes of this Section.

Exemptions. Single-family dwelling on an existing lot are not subject to these
landscaping regulations.

84



Landscape and Irrigation Plans

L

w

Conceptual Landscape Plan. A Conceptual Landscape Plan shall be submitted as part
of the Planning Application. If not Planning Application is required, a Final Landscape
Plan shall be submitted (see Subsection 2).

Final Landscape Plan. A Final Landscape Plan shall be submitted as part of the building
permit application. The City Manager shall approve the Final Landscape Plan if it is in
substantial compliance with the landscaping requirements of this Section and the
Conceptual Landscape Plan, if required to be submitted. All irrigation systems shall be
designed to maximize water conservation.

Compliance with State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. All projects with
greater than 2,500 square feet of landscaping shall comply with Government Code
Section 65591 et seq. to provide water conservation.

Landscape Standards

1.

All projects shall meet the minimum landscape coverage for lot area as established in
Table 3-3.

Table 3-3. Landscaping Coverage

Zone Coverage

R-1 Zone 40%
R-2 Zone 20%
R-3 Zone 20%
RC Zone

Residential Uses 20%

Commercial Uses 10%
Rl Zone

Residential Uses 20%
CP and CP-O Zones 10%
CI Zone

Cominercial Uses 10%

Industrial Uses 10%
DC Zone 3%
Industrial Zone 10%
PF Zone 30%
OS-A Zone 50%
Airport Zone 30%

Exceptions: The minimum landscape coverage requirements may be reduced by the
Review Authority as follows:

a. Incommercial, industrial, and mixed-use zones, where commercial or industrial
uses are proposed, if a finding is made that it is impractical or infeasible to meet
the minimum standards and the proposed landscaping is in compliance with the
purpose of this Section.
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b. In residential zones for non-residential uses (e.g., churches) if a finding is made
that the proposed landscaping is in compliance with the purpose of this Section.

3. Determination of Landscape Coverage Areas. Landscape coverage area shall include
all areas not covered by structures, driveways, parking lots, and hardscape materials.
Landscape areas may include setback areas, drainage basins, and natural areas. In
residential zones, patios, decks, walkways, and other hardscape materials may be
included as landscape area if incorporated into the site landscaping as determined by
the Review Authority.

4. Maximum amount of paving allowed in front and street side setback areas in
residential zones. Paving shall be limited to a maximum of 50 percent of the front or
street side setback areas in order to limit the amount of hardscape paving in these areas;
except that the Review Authority may allow an increase for irregularly shaped or small
lot that lacks sufficient area for adequate driveway and pedestrian access.

5. Street tree requirement in the DC Zone. Street trees shall be provided every 25 to 50
feet on center within the required landscape area and along public streets.

E. Parking Area Landscape Requirements

1. Applicability. Parking areas for all non-residential uses shall be landscaped in
compliance with this Subsection.

2. Adjacent to streets

a. Landscaping shall be designed and maintained to screen parking areas from
public streets. Screening materials may include a combination of plant materials.
earth berms, fences/walls, raised planters, or other screening devices at a
minimum height of two feet, in compliance with Section 3.10.040 (Fencing and
Screening).

b. Plant materials, signs, or structures within a traffic safety visibility area of a
driveway shall comply with Subsection 3.10.030 D. (Restrictions to height limits
at street corners).

3. Interior parking lot landscaping

a. Amount of landscaping. The minimum landscape area within a parking area
shall be 5 percent of the gross parking lot area. The Review Authority may
approve a reduction for small in-fill parking lots where compliance with this
standard is not feasible without significantly reducing the number of parking
spaces.

b. DC Zone exception. The minimum landscape area within a parking area in the
DC zone shall be 10 percent of the gross parking lot area.

c. Location of landscaping. Landscaping shall be dispersed throughout the
parking area and include interior landscape planters and perimeter landscaping.

4. Groundwater recharge. The design of parking lot landscape areas shall consider and
may be required to include provisions for the on-site detention of stormwater runoff,
pollutant cleansing, and groundwater recharge.

5. Plant material. Required landscape shall include trees, shrubs, and ground covers.
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Artificial plant material is prohibited.

a. Size at time of planting. Plant materials shall be sized and spaced to achieve
immediate effect and shall not be less than a 15-gallon container for trees, one-
gallon container for shrubs, and one-gallon or less for perennials, vines, and
mass planting, unless otherwise approved by the Review Authority on the basis
that the alternate size will achieve the desired immediate and /orlong-term effect
equally well.

b. Trees. Trees in landscape planters less than 10 feet in width or located closer than
five feet from a permanent structure shall be planted with root barriers or root
barrier panels to prevent damage to adjacent structures or pavement.

¢. Groundcover and shrubs. The majority of areas required for landscaped shall be
covered with groundcover, shrubs, or other types of plants.

i. Groundcover shall be provided throughout the landscaped area and shall
be spaced to achieve full coverage within one year.

ii. Excessive use of turf is discouraged.

iil. Crushed rock, redwood chips, pebbles, stone, and similar materials shall
be allowed up to 15 percent of the total required landscape area,

iv. Landscaped areas shall be top dressed with a bark chip mulch or
approved alternative to avoid exposed bare soil.

F. Maintenance Required

1.

All landscaping (e.g., ground cover, hedges, lawns, shrubs, and trees) shall be
maintained in a healthful and thriving condition at all times.

Irrigation systems and their components shall be maintained in a fully functional
manner.

The landscaping shall regularly be kept clean and free of debris, litter, and weeds.

All dead or decaying material shall be replaced with new material within 30 days upon
notice of the City.

All fences and walls that have been incorporated into an approved landscaping plan
shall regularly be maintained in an attractive and safe manner.
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CHAPTER 5.10 DEFINITIONS

5.10.020 Definitions of Terms and Phrases

5.10.020 Definitions of Terms and Phrases

U. Definitions

Use by Right. The phrase “use by right” shall mean that the local government’'s review of
the owner-occupied or multifamily residential use may not require a conditional use permit,
planned unit development permit. or other discretionary local government review or
approval that would constitute a “project” for purposes of Division 13 (commencing with
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code. Any subdivision of the sites shall be subject to
all laws, including, but not limited to, the local government ordinance implementing the
Subdivision Map Act. “Use by riecht” does not exempt the use from design review, however,
that design review shall not constitute a “project” for purposes of Division 13 {commencing
with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code.
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Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

for

Eastside Specific Plan

City of Calipatria

125 Park Street
Calipatria, CA 92233

760-348-4141

August 2025
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Eastside Specific Plan

Initial Study/Mitigated Negalive Declaralion Page 2 of 54

City of Calipatria
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Project Title:

2. Lead Agency Name and
Adress:

3. Project Sponsor:

4. Project Location:

Project Description:

August 2025

City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan

City of Calipatria
125 Park Street
Calipatria, CA 92233

Contact: Jeorge Galvan, City Planner
The Holt Group, Inc.
(760) 337-3883

jgalvan@theholtgroup.net

City of Calipatria

East of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of Date Street,
and west of East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria.
Please See Exhibit A — Project Vicinity Map. The project
encompasses a total of 336 parcels which are each listed with their
Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) and address in Appendix A —
Affected Parcels.

The City of Calipatria Housing Element identifies the need for
residential development at various densites and at different
affordability levels. According to the Cycle 6 City of Calipatria Housing
Element, housing development within the city has remained stagnant
since 2011 with only two housing units being developed in that time
period. During their analysis of the vacant parcels within the city, it
was determined that the eastern half of the city has remained severely
underdeveloped and holds most of the identified vacant parcels in the
city optimal for a variety of residential and mixed-use developments.
In furtherance of the Housing Element goals, objectives, and policies,
the City is developing the Eastside Specific Plan to both encourage
and facilitate buildout in this underdeveloped segment of the city. As
a planning document, the Eastside Specific Plan will not approve or
entitle any development within the project area. All future
developments will still be required to comply with all the provisions of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Imperial County Air
Pollution Control District (ICAPCD) requirements, and any other
federal, state, or local requirements as applicable to the project.
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Eastside Specific Plan

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 3 of 54

6. General Plan
Designation:

Furthermore, compliance with all the mitigation measures listed in this
IS/IMND will also be required as applicable. The segment of the city
encompassing the Eastside Specific Plan is currently composed of the
following zoning designations:

* R-1 (Low Density Residential)

e R-2 (Medium Density Multi-Family Residential)
* R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential)

» CP (Commercial Professional)

¢ OS-G (General Open Space)

e DC (Downtown Core)

* M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing and Industrial)

The Eastside Specific Plan will rezone large segments of the city
bordering and south of Main Street (State Route 115) as shown on
the vicinity map on page 6 of the IS/MND. Properties bordering Main
Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned from CP and R-2 to RC
(Residential Commercial Mixed-Use) which will permit single and
multi-family developments along with light commercial uses. While
medium commercial uses will be allowed, said uses will be limited to
the acquisition of either a conditional use permit or minor use permit.
This procedure will review all aspects of the proposed developments
to ensure that all potential impacts to surrounding residential
developments are eliminated or reduced to a less than significant
amount. Additionally, commercial developments adjacent to
residential developments are required to follow stricter development
standards, such as increased setbacks, to further reduce the impacts
said developments may have to adjacent residential uses. Properties
south of Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned from M-2, R-
2, and R-3 to Rl (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use). This new
designation will allow all types of residential developments along with
light industrial uses. Like the RC zone, all light industrial
developments in the Rl zone are allowed while medium industrial
developments will be subject to either a conditional use permit and
minor use permit and will be subject to stricter development standards
to reduce the impact to surrounding residential developments to a less
than significant amount. A small segment across the railroad tracks
along Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned from DC to Cl
(Commercial Industrial) which will retain the existing commercial uses
but will also permit light industrial uses. Any heavier industrial or
commercial use will require either a conditional use permit or minor
use permit and will follow stricter development standards when
adjacent to a residential development. All existing OS-G and R-1
zones north of Main Street (State Route 115) will remain unchanged.

Proposed Annexed Territory: N/A
Existing City General Plan: Low Density Residential, Medium Density
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Eastside Specific Plan
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 4 of 54

7. Zoning Proposed

10.

Surrounding Land Uses
and Setting:

Other Agencies whose
approval is required:
(e.g., permits, financing
approval, or
participation agreement)

Have California Native
American tribes
traditionally and
culturally affiliated with
the project area
requested consultation
pursuant to Public
Resources Code section
21080.3.17 If s0, has
consultation begun?

Residential, High Density Residential, Open Space/Recreation, General
Commercial, Heavy Industry, and Downtown District.

Proposed City General Plan: Low Density Residential, Commercial
Residential Mixed-Use, Industrial Residential Mixed-Use, Open
Space/Recreational, and Commercial Industrial

Annexed Territory: N/A
Existing County Zoning: N/A

Existing City Zoning: R-1 (Low Density Residential), R-2 {(Medium
Density Multi-Family Residential), R-3 (High Density Multi-Family
Residential), CP (Commercial Professional), 0S-G (General Open
Space), DC (Downtown Core), and M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing &
Industrial).

Proposed City Zoning: R-1 (Low Density Residential), RC
(Residential Commercial Mixed-Use), Rl (Residential Industrial
Mixed-Use), Cl (Commercial Industrial), and 0S-G (General Open
Space).

The project site is a vacant, undeveloped site and is surrounded by
agricultural fields along the north and east boundaries. These sites
are located outside of the City of Calipatria City Boundary and contain
no developments. The south and west boundaries are zoned as M-2
(Heavy Manufacturing & Industrial) and M-1 (Light Manufacturing &
Industrial). Both the west and south boundaries are utilized by local
agriculture companies like Superior Land & Cattle Company for their
daily business. There are no residential developments within the area
surrounding the project site,

The City of Calipatria is both the lead agency and project sponsor. No
other Agency approvals are required.

The City of Calipatria submitted a copy of the draft IS/MND to the
California Native American Heritage Commission on July 13, 2023,
for review. As of July 2024, no communication nor request was
received by the city, however, mitigation measures CR-1 and CR-2
were still included. A IS/IMND was recirculated to the California Native
American Heritage Commission for review on May 23, 2025. As of
August 5, 2025, no communication nor request were received by the
city.
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Eastside Specific Plan
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 7 of 54

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving

at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact,” as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

' _ Agriculture/Forestry _— :
[1 |Aesthetics ] oy Air Quality
[ |Bioclogical Resources X |Cultural Resources X |Geology/Soils
Greenhouse Gas Hazards and
e .
Emissions L Hazardous Materials > |Hydrology/Water Quality
0< |Land Use/Planning ] [Mineral Resources 4 |Noise
[ |Population/Housing Public Services [ |Recreation
: Utilities/ Mandatory Findings of
| L1 [Transportation & Service Systems i Significance

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE DETERMINATION

The proposed project could not have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

The proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment; however,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures X
described on an attached sheet have been added to the project. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

The proposed project MAY have a significant effect(s) on the environment and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

The proposed project MAY have a significant effect(s) on the environment, but at
least one effect (1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant
to applicable legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets, if the effect is a
"Potentially Significant Impact" or "Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated." A
FOCUSED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze
only the effects that remain to be addressed.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there WILL NOT be a significant effect in this case because all potentially significant
effects (1) have been analyzed in an earlier EIR pursuant to applicable standards
and (2) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR, including
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project. No
further action is required.

The Holt Group, Inc. March 2025

98



Easlside Specific Plan
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Decfaration

Page 8 of 54

Absent I Members of the EEC

CA Department of Fish and Game Yes No
No Impact Finding [ Requested Public Works
Police
Fire
Jeorge Galvan, City Planner Date Planning
Administration

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are

adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses
following each question. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g.,
the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific
screening analysis).

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-

site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well
as operational impacts.

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur then

the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact’ is
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect is significant. If there are one or
more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is
required.

4) “Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the

incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant
Impact” to a “Less than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation
measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level
(mitigation measures from Section 17, “Earlier Analysis,” may be cross-referenced).

5) Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA

process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative
declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the
following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis.

The Holt Group, fnc. March 2025
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Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 9 of 54

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures, which were incorporated or refined
from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions
for the project.

Authority. Public Resources Code Sections 21083 and 21087. Reference: Public
Resources Code Sections 21080(c), 21080.1, 21080.3, 21082.1, 21083, 21083.3, 21093,
21094, 21151; Sundstrom v. County of Mendocino, 202 Cal. App. 3d 296 (1988); Leonoff
v. Monterey Board of Supervisors, 222 Cal. App. 3d 1337 (1990).

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a
previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to
the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

Potentially
Potentially Significant Less Than No
I. AESTHETICS. Would the project: Significant Unless Significant | |
i mpact
Impact Mitigation Impact (NI)
{Pst) Incorporated {LT3l)
(PSUMI)
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a ] B ] <

scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a N [ . &
state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views of the ] ] X ]
site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which would adversely affect day or O] ] X O
nighttime views in the area? |

Background:

The proposed project site is located east of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of Date
Street, and west of East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria. The project site currently
encompasses several vacant parcels within the following seven existing zoning designations: Low
Density Residential (R-1), Medium Density Multi-Family Residential (R-2), High Density Multi-
Family Residential (R-3), General Open Space (OS-G), Commercial Professional (CP), and
Heavy Manufacturing & Industrial (M-2). The project requires new zoning designations to meet
the goals and objectives set forth in the City of Calipatria Housing Element, as well as its share
of the 6th Cycle RHNA designation. The new proposed zoning designations are Residential
Commercial Mixed-Use, Residential Industrial Mixed-Use, and Commercial Industrial.

The Holft Group, Inc. March 2025
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Eastside Specific Plan
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Page 10 of 54

These proposed zones are intended to create new development opportunities for both the city
and potential developers while also maintaining the original intent of the existing Zoning
designations.

The surrounding area consists of flat topography with no scenic vistas. The site is surrounded by
local roadways with State Route 115 cutting through the center.

a)

b)

d)

AESTHETICS IMPACT DISCUSSION
Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact. The proposed project targets the historically undeveloped eastern portion of
the city. The entirety of the undeveloped properties is barren and provide no scenic vistas.
By implementing the Eastside Specific Plan, the city will be permitted new land uses
compatible with the existing residential developments. The design standards set forth in
the City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance will ensure that future projects contain scenic and
visually pleasing designs and landscaping that complements existing developments.

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. Most of the project site is undeveloped and contains no scenic resources
whatsoever. The developed portions of the project site will remain unchanged. The
Eastside Specific plan will add scenic resources to a baren portion of the city through the
landscaping requirements set forth by the City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance.

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the
site and its surroundings?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will add new allowable land uses
to an underdeveloped portion of the city. Of the 326 properties within the project scope,
only 148 are developed. This equates to approximately 45% with the remaining 55%
consisting of undeveloped land. The proposed project also provides design standards for
future developments to minimize negative impacts to the visual character of the project
site.

Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day
or nighttime views in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will incentivize the construction of
new developments which will include lighting on buildings, parking spaces, and in housing
(exterior lights, parking lot, vehicle headlights, etc.). The proposed project would only
introduce new land uses to the eastern portion of the city. While future developments will
add minimal nighttime light and daytime glare from windows and windshields, the City of
Calipatria Zoning Ordinance provides standards for outdoor lighting which are designed
to greatly minimize glare and maintain energy efficiency among other requirements.

The Holt Group, Inc. March 2025

101



Eastside Specific Plan
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Page 11 of 54

[ Potentially |
Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES. | psentaty | *5™ | Loce 1o
Would the project: Significant IMitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
(PSI) (PSUMI) (LTSI) (N1)
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 0 n X 0
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?
b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or
a Williamson Act Contract? L [ L A
c¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources
Code section 12220(g)), timberland {as defined by
Public Resources Code section 4526), or u L 0l &
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code Section 51104(g))?
d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of —
forest land to non-forest use? 0 . L] =
&) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result M n M 4
in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use =
| or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Background:

The project site has historically been used for low density residential, medium density multi-family
residential, and high-density multi-family residential areas along with businesses and intensive
industrial manufacturing. For the past two decades, Calipatria has experienced stagnant growth,

The land contains vacant or underdeveloped parcels.

The project site is adjacent to agricultural land on its north and east side. No forest lands are
immediately adjacent to the project site nor are they within the City limits or in this portion of the

Imperial County.

IIl. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES DISCUSSION

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project is adjacent to "Farmland of
Statewide Importance” on the north and east side of the project site. “Farmland of
Statewide Importance” is classified by the State Department of Conservation as land used
for irrigated agricultural production. The project site is designated for residential,
commercial, and industrial uses. The proposed project will only aliow the development of
commercial, residential, and industrial uses. Agricultural uses are not and will not be

The Holf Group, Inc.
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Easiside Specific Plan
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permitted within the Eastside Specific Plan. Therefore, less than significant impact is
identified.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act Contract?

c)

d)

No Impact. The project site is zoned R-1 (Low Density Residential), R-2 (Medium Density
Multi-Family Residential), R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential 0S-G (General
Open Space), CP (Commercial Professional), and M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing &
Industrial). The parcels on which the project is proposed are not under a Williamson Act
Contract nor are there any lands that are under Williamson Act Non-Renewal adjacent to
the site.

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in
Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code Section 51 104(g))?

No Impact. The Imperial County General Plan, Conservation and Open Space Element
(Imperial County 2016) does not identify any forest or timberland within the County nor
are there any such lands within the City limits. Thus, there are no existing forest lands,
timberlands, or timberland zoned Timberland Production either on or near the project site
that would conflict with existing zoning.

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. There are no existing forest lands on-site, and the Imperial County General
Plan Conservation and Open Space Element (Imperial County 2016) does not identify any
forest or timberland within the County nor are there any such lands within the City of
Calipatria. The proposed project is not expected to result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use. Therefore, no impact is identified.

Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The proposed project would increase developer interest in properties adjacent
to land that is designated as “Farmland of Statewide Importance” by the State Department
of Conservation. While the Eastside Specific Plan will not permit agricultural land use, the
proximity to important farmland necessitates a less than significant impact. There are no
identified forest lands within the City of Calipatria nor in the Imperial County.

lll. AIR QUALITY. Where available, the significance Potentially
criteria established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution control djstrict may be Impact | Mitigation impact | Impact
relied upon fo make the following determinations. (Psl) Incorporated (LTSI)
Would the project: {PSUMI)

Potentially Significant Less Than

Significant |  Unless Significant Na

(N)

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan? L L] b L]

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially o an existing or projected air quality [ O | [ IEA

The Hoit Group, Inc. March 2025
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’— violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard (including 0 U & L
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant

concentrations? U bJ L] [
e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial

) ) 9 O u X | O

number of people?

Background:

The California Air Resources Control Board (CARB) is the state agency responsible for
establishing California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS), adopting and enforcing emission
standards for various sources including mobile sources (except where federal law preempts their
authority), fuels, consumer products, and toxic air contaminants. CARB is responsible for
responding to the Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA), regulating emissions from motar vehicles and
consumer products, and implementing the State Clean Air Act (CAA).

The Imperial County Air Pollution Control District (ICAPCD) shares responsibility with CARB for
ensuring that all State and federal ambient air quality standards are achieved and maintained
within the County. The project site is within the Salton Sea Air Basin (SSAB).

While the Eastside Specific Plan only involves the addition of land uses, the project will spur
developer interest in the area. Temporary construction activities from future developments within
the project site would result in temporary emissions. These emissions would result from fuel
combustion and exhaust from construction equipment and vehicle traffic (i.e., worker commute
and delivery truck trips), and grading and site work. Operation of the project would also result in
emissions from the vehicular travel of the residents and service vehicles: natural gas usage:
consumer products; landscaping; and architectural coatings.

1. AIR QUALITY DISCUSSION

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. CEQA requires that projects be consistent with the
applicable Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). Consistent determination plays an
important role in local agency project review by linking local planning and individual
projects to the AQMP. It fulfills the CEQA goal of informing decision-makers of the
environmental efforts of the project under consideration at a stage early enough to ensure
that air quality concerns are fully addressed.

The City of Calipatria requires that all new developments go through the CEQA process
and requires a permit issued by the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District. These
requirements allow for a less than significant impact identification.
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b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or

d)

projected air quality violation?

No Impact. All development projects within the City of Calipatria are required to submit
an application to the ICAPC for conformance with air quality standards set forth by both
the ICAPCD and the State of California.

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which
the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air
quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Less Than Significant Impact. As previously mentioned, the expected increased
development stirred by the Eastside Specific Plan will result in emissions from temporary
construction activities. These projects will not contribute substantially nor to an existing air
quality violation. Every development project within the city is required to go through the
CEQA and ICAPCD process to minimize any emissions caused by temporary
construction.

Expose sensitive receptors to substantial poliutant concentrations?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated. Sensitive receptors are defined
as land uses where sensitive population groups are likely to be located (e.g., children, the
elderly, the acutely ill, and the chron ically ill). These land uses include residences, schools,
childcare centers, retirement homes, convalescent homes, medical care facilities, and
recreational facilities. Sensitive receptors that may be adversely affected by the project
include surrounding residential land uses.

Impacts to sensitive receptors, particularly from dust, would vary depending on the level
and type of activity, the silt content of the soil, and prevailing weather. The project site
consists of 326 properties with 148 of them having been developed into single family
residential properties. Exposure to dust during construction is considered a potentially
significant impact unless mitigation is incorporated.

A project can also create pollution concentrations in the form of a CO hotspot. This occurs
when vehicles are idling at highly congested intersections. The project area will only allow
both low and medium density developments, greatly limiting vehicle congestion in the
area.

During construction activities, diesel equipment will be operating, and diesel particulate
matter (DPM) is known to the State as a toxic air contaminant (TAC). However, the risks
associated with exposure to substances with carcinogenic effects are typically evaluated
based on a lifetime of chronic exposure, which is defined as 24 hours per day, 7 days per
week, 365 days per year, for 70 years. Due to the expected short-term duration of future
construction, resident exposure to diesel exhaust emissions would be less than significant.
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Mitigation Measures
AQ-1: Block Dirt Roads

The City will require developers to construct permanent blockage to all dirt roads and open
areas bordering the project prior to beginning construction.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to beginning construction/Project Developer.
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
AQ-2: Discretionary Measure for Fugitive PM10 Control

The City will require developers to limit the vehicle speed for all construction vehicles to
no more than 15 mph on any unpaved surface at the construction site,

Timing/Implementation: During construction/Project Contractor.

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

Less Than Significant. The CEQA Guidelines indicate that a significant impact would
occur if a project would create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of
people. While offensive odors rarely cause any physical harm, they can be very
unpleasant, leading to considerable distress among the public and often generate citizen
complaints to local governments and the ICAPCD. Because offensive odors rarely cause
any physical harm and no requirements for their control are included in State or federal air
quality regulations, the ICAPCD has no rules or standards related to odor emissions, ather
than its nuisance rule.

The project is not an odor producer nor located near an odor producer. While the project
will allow some light industrial and commercial uses, none of those uses are known to be
odor producers. Even though diesel exhaust (which is objectionable to some) will be
emitted during the short construction period, concentrations will disperse rapidly from the
project site. Therefore, the project would have a less than significant impact,

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Significant Unless Significant
Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact (NI}

Potentially
Fotentially Significant Less Than No
Impact

{PSI) Incorporated (LTS
{PSUMI)

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special

status species in local or regional plans, policies or L X [ u
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b)

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community | [] B4 ] ]
identified in local or regional plans, policies, ‘
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regulations, or by the California Department of Fish |
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, eic.) through direct [] L L] X
remaval, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory | [] ] ] X
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree [] & ] ]
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, L] [ u X
regional, or state habitat conservation plan? [ |

Background:

The proposed project would involve a Re-Zone and General Plan Amendment to
accommodate Residential/Industrial and Residential/Commercial mixed-uses along with
Commercial/Industrial uses. Although the project site is within an urban setting surrounded by
active traffic routes, utility extensions will impact undisturbed areas that may affect biological
resources. While the Eastside Specific Planis a planning level document and does not approve
nor entitle any developments, mitigation measures were incorporated as recommended by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). These measures are intended to reduce
any potential impacts to biological resources in or near the project are to less than significant.

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES DISCUSSION

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. The Imperial Valley has most
of the Burrowing Owls in Southern California. Irrigation canals and drains are commonly
used by Burrowing Owls as nesting sites in this area. While the nearest canals and drains
are outside of the Eastside Specific Plan, special consideration for potential Burrowing
Owl nesting sites must be given. The Burrowing Owl is a CDFW CESA candidate species
and a Federal Species of Concern and is listed on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The City
of Calipatria 2035 General Plan documents at least 29 biological resource zones within a
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five-mile radius of the city where the Burrowing Owl is known to nest. Each of the 29 zones
are located well beyond the City of Calipatria and away from the project site. Even though
no biological resource zones are located within the city, the proposed project has an
abutting canal which are commonly used by Burrowing Owls as nesting sites. Said canals
run along the northern and eastern boundaries outside of the project area thus making
future developments in the area potentially significant.

Mitigation Measures
BIO-1: Biological Assessments

Require developers to prepare a biological assessment of agricultural drains before
construction or development near these areas.

Timing/Implementation: During design phase/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BIO-2: State and Federal Conservation and Avoidance Regulations

Enforce state and federal conservation and avoidance regulations, through the
development review process, for all new development projects on private property that
may potentially impact natural vegetation communities or biological resources.

Timing/Implementation: During design phase/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BlO-3: Timing of Construction and Construction Activities

Preconstruction surveys completed for future developments within the Eastside Specific
Plan shall be repeated prior to construction activities and after pauses, of one (1) month
or more, in construction to assess the presence and potential change of biological
resources on the project site during the pause.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BlO-4: Assessment of Biological Resources

Prior to construction activities within the Eastside Specific Plan, a complete and recent
inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species located within the
Project footprint and within offsite areas with the potential to be affected, including
California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and California Fully Protected Species
(Fish and Game Code § 3511), will be completed. Species to be addressed should include
all those which meet the CEQA definition (CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory
should address seasonal variations in use of the Project area and should not be limited to
resident species. Focused species-specific surveys, completed by a qualified biologist and
conducted at the appropriate time of year and time of day when the sensitive species are
active or otherwise identifiable are required. Acceptable species-specific survey
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procedures should be developed in consultation with CDFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, where necessary. Note that CDFW generally considers biological field
assessments for wildlife to be valid for a one-year period, and assessments for rare plants
may be considered valid for a period of up to three years. Some aspects of the proposed
project may warrant periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the
project is proposed to occur over a protracted time frame, or in phases, or if surveys are
completed during periods of drought.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BIO-5: Lake and Stream Alteration (LSA) Program

Prior to project-activities and issuance of any grading permit within the Eastside Specific
Plan, the Project Sponsor shall obtain written correspondence from the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) stating that notification under section 1602 of the
Fish and Game Code is not required for the Project, or the Project Sponsor shall abtain a
CDFW-executed Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement, authorizing impacts to Fish
and Game Code section 1602 resources associated with the Project.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BIO-6: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall be performed by a qualified avian
biologist no more than 3 days prior to vegetation removal or ground-disturbing activities
within the Eastside Specific Plan. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both direct and
indirect evidence of nesting, including nest locations and nesting behavior. The qualified
avian biologist will make every effort to avoid potential nest predation as a result of survey
and monitoring efforts. If active nests are found during the pre-construction nesting bird
surveys, a qualified biclogist shall establish an appropriate nest buffer to be marked on
the ground. Nest buffers are species specific and shall be at least 300 feet for passerines
and 500 feet for raptors. A smaller or larger buffer may be determined by the qualified
biologist familiar with the nesting phenology of the nesting species and based on nest and
buffer monitoring results. Established buffers shall remain on site until a qualified biologist
determines the young have fledged or the nest is no longer active. Active nests and
adequacy of the established buffer distance shall be monitored daily by the qualified
biologist until the qualified biologist has determined the young have fledged or the Project
has been completed. The qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if nesting pairs
exhibit signs of disturbance.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than 60 days prior to the start of project-related activities within the Eastside
Specific Plan, a burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be conducted by a qualified
biologist according to the specifications of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl! Mitigation
(Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most recent version),

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl habitat, then focused
burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in accordance with the
Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most recent version).

Burrowing Owl. If complete avoidance cannot be achieved, an Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) for Burrowing owl (Athene cunicufaria) shall be obtained prior to initiation of ground
disturbing activities. The Project proponent shall adhere to measures and conditions set
forth within the ITP. Compensatory mitigation for direct impacts shall be fulfilled through
conservation of suitable Burrowing owl habitat.

BIO-7.1: At least 45 days prior to construction, the Project proponent shall conduct a
survey of the Project site to determine if burrowing owls are present. If present, the Project
proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for review
and approval at least 30 days prior to initiation of ground disturbing activities. The
Burrowing Owl Plan shall include 1) impact assessment that details the number and
location of occupied burrow sites, and acres of burrowing owl habitat; 2) if avoidance of
impacts is proposed, details on avoidance actions and monitoring such as proposed
buffers, visual barriers and other actions; 3) site monitoring to be conducted prior to,
during, and after any exclusion of burrowing owls from their burrows sufficient to ensure
take is avoided, daily monitoring with cameras and direct observation for one week io
confirm young of the year have fledged if the exclusion will occur immediately after the
end of the breeding season, and process to document any excluded burrowing owls use
of artificial or natural burrows on an adjoining mitigation site (if able to confirm by band
resight), 4) details of mitigation for impacts to occupied burrows and habitat. The proposed
implementation of burrow exclusion and closure should only be considered as a last resort.
Ifimpacts to occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding
adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat is available
nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location,
and type of burrows) and management activities for relocated owls shall also be included
in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The Project proponent shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan
following CDFW review and approval.

BIO-7.2: Burrowing Owl Avoidance. If burrowing owls are detected on-site, a Designated
Biologist, knowledgeable of burrowing owl habitat and behavior, shall establish a no-
disturbance buffer following the 2012 Staff Report around all burrowing owl burrows such
as roosting and satellite burrows within the Project area and an appropriate buffer
determined by the Designated Biologist, with posted signs demarking the area to avoid,
using stakes, flags, and/or rope or cord to minimize the disturbance of burrowing owl
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habitat. The Designated Biologist shall delineate burrows with different materials than
those used to delineate the Project area. Project proponent shall remove and properly
dispose of all materials used for delineation immediately upon completion of the Project.

BIO-7.3: To ensure that the Project avoids impacts to burrowing owl, a qualified biologist
shall complete a take avoidance survey no less than 14 days prior to initiating ground
disturbance activities using the recommended methods described in the 2012 Staff
Report. Burrowing owls may re-colonize a site after only a few days. Time lapses or a
break in construction activities of 3 days will trigger subsequent take avoidance surveys
including but not limited to a final survey conducted within 24 hours prior to ground
disturbance.

BIO-7.4: During take avoidance surveys, the Project proponent shall have a Designated
Biologist(s), pre-approved by CDFW, inspect all burrows that exhibit typical characteristics
of owl activity prior to any site-preparation activities. Evidence of owl activity may include
presence of owls themselves, burrows, and owl sign at burrow entrances such as pellets,
whitewash or other “ornamentation,” feathers, prey remains, etc. If it is evident that the
burrows are actively being used, the Project proponent shall follow the guidelines in the
CDFW approved Burrowing Owl Plan. If no Plan has been approved, the Project
proponent shall not commence activities until owls have been confirmed absent and the
burrows are no longer in use by adult or juvenile owls or until a Burrowing Owl Plan has
been submitted and approved.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BIO-8: Construction Noise Impacts to Biological Resources

During all project construction within the Eastside Specific Plan, the City of Calipatria shall
restrict use of equipment to hours least likely to disrupt wildlife (e.g., not at night or in early
morning) and restrict use of generators except for temporary use in emergencies. Power
to sites can be provided by solar PV (photovoltaic) systems, cogeneration systems
(natural gas generator), small micro-hydroelectric systems, or small wind turbine systems.
The City shall ensure use of noise suppression devices such as mufflers or enclosure for
generators. Sounds generated from any means must be below the 55-60 dB range within
50-feet from the source.

Timing/Implementation: During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light

During project construction and operation, the City of Calipatria shall eliminate all
nonessential lighting throughout the project area and avoid or limit the use of artificial light
during the hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife species are most active. The City
shall ensure that lighting for project activities is shielded, cast downward, and does not
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b)

spill over onto other properties or upward into the night sky (see the International Dark-
Sky Association standards at http://darksky.org/). The City shall ensure use LED lighting
with a correlated color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper disposal of hazardous
waste, and recycling of lighting that contains toxic compounds with a qualified recycler.

Timing/implementation: During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. No riparian communities are
present within the project vicinity. Sensitive habitats are those that are designated either
rare within the region by governmental agencies or known to support sensitive animal or
plant species and/or they serve as “corridors” for wildlife within the region. Although the
western Burrowing Owl (CESA candidate species) is not typically spotted in the area, it is
possible to have the owls present due to manmade features such as the irrigation canals,
ditches, drains, and the cultivation of agricultural crops within the region rather than
“native” factors.

Mitigation Measures
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Biological Assessments.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-2: State and Federal Conservation and
Avoidance Regulations.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-3: Timing of Construction and Construction
Activities

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-4: Assessment of Biological Resources
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-5: Lake and Stream Alteration (LSA) Program
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-6: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-8: Construction Noise Impacts to Biological
Resources

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool,
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

No Impact. The project site is completely disturbed and what little vegetation the site
contains is weedy and ruderal. Additionally, there are no federally protected wetlands
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d)

within the boundaries of the site. Therefore, the project would have no impact on federally
protected wetlands.

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish
or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

No Impact. Wildlife corridors are linear features that connect large patches of natural open
space and provide avenues for the migration of animals. The project site is in an urbanized
area along the eastern portion of Calipatria and is not close to any identified wildlife
corridors. Therefore, no impact to interfering with the movement of wildlife would occur.

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such
as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. While most of the Eastside
Specific Plan sites are disturbed, some do contain few ruderal vegetation. No biological
resources are anticipated to be present. However, it is possible that the Burrowing Owil
may be present in the area due to manmade features (e.g., canals, ditches) abutting the
outside northern and eastern boundary of the project area. This may result in owls creating
nests within the brims and banks of agricultural fields. Thus, there is potential for conflicts
to occur regarding Burrowing Owls, a CESA candidate species. In addition, nesting birds
may be present in on-site vegetation and could be impacted during construction of future
projects.

Mitigation Measures
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Biological Assessments.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-2: State and Federal Conservation and
Avoidance Regulations.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-3: Timing of Construction and Construction
Activities

Implement Mitigation Measure BlIO-4: Assessment of Biological Resources
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-5; Lake and Stream Alteration (LSA) Program
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-6: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-8: Construction Noise Impacts to Biological
Resources

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light
BIO-10: Development Standards

Enforce regulations such as setback requirements, lot size requirements, building height
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requirements, density zoning, and building bulk requirements to reduce encroachment
and development upon sensitive resource areas.

Timing/Implementation: During design phase/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

No Impact. The proposed project is not located within a local, regional, or state
conservation planning area. The project would have no impact on an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan.

_ Ploleln.tially G
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES. S | En | T | NG
| ignifican .ﬂES.S Slgmﬁcanl Impac’r
Would the project: bmpaet | Mingatien | T sy (NI)
(PSI) Incorporated (LTSI)
(PSUMI)
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as defined in [] ] ] X
§15064.57
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource ] L] ] =4
pursuant to §15064.5?
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature? L] ] ] X
d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries? L X . L

Background:

There are various structures in the City of Calipatria with some historic value, but none within
the project vicinity have been recognized as a California Historical Landmark. The subject site
has remained continuously vacant and undeveloped for more than 25 years. The site is not
known to be of historical significance and no historic structures are remaining on-site.

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES DISCUSSION

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource
as defined in §15064.5?

No Impact. The National Register Database and Research developed by the United
States National Park Service is the official list of the Nation's historic places of building,
structures, objects, sites, and districts worthy of preservation because of their
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significance in American history, architecture, archeclogy, engineering, and culture.
The National Register recognizes resources of local, state, and national significance
which have been documented and evaluated according to uniform standards and
criteria. A review of the register found no areas of cultural significance within the project
site.

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.57?

No Impact. The proposed project is not located on or near archaeological resources.

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

No Impact. The proposed project does not contain paleontological resources.

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. While the proposed
project is not located within a formal cemetery, a review of the Digital Atlas Cultural
Regions Map developed by the State of California Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) found that the City of Calipatria is located within a region used by
the Kumeyaay (Dieguefio/Kamia/lpai/Tipai) tribe. While the chance of locating human
remains on the site is highly unlikely, the Kumeyaay and affiliated tribes will need to be
notified prior to any excavation.

Mitigation Measures
CR-1: Tribal Notification

The City of Calipatria will work with future developers to notify the Kumeyaay and
affiliated tribes prior to the commencing ground disturbing activities.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to commencing construction/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
CR-2: Discovery of Human Remains

If evidence of human remains is discovered, construction activities within 200 feet of
the discovery shall be halted or diverted and the Imperial County Coroner shall be
notified (Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code). If the Coroner determines that
the remains are Native American, the Coroner will notify the NAHC which will designate
a Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the project (Section 5097.98 of the Public
Resources Code). The designated MLD will be given 48 hours from the time access to
the property is granted to make recommendations concerning treatment of the remains
(AB 2641). If the landowner does not agree with recommendations of MLD, the NAHC
can mediate (Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code). This will also include
either recording the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center, using an

The Holt Group, Inc. March 2025
115



Eastside Specific Plan
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Page 25 of 54

open space or canservation zoning designation or easement; or recording a document
with the county in which the property is located (AB 2641),

Timing/Implementation: During construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: NAHC, Imperial County Coroner, and Imperial County
Department of Planning and Development Services.

? P.Ote‘" tially | Less
VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Sommt | S | He
Would the project: Impact Mitigation Trmact NI
P (NI)
(P3I) Incorporated LTSI)
(PSUMI) {
a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:
i.  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the O u & L]
State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 427
ii. Strong Seismic ground shaking? ] ] 5 ]
iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including o
liquefaction? L X L] O
iv. Landslides? ] ] H X
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil? [ L] X 0
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable
or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site [] BJ m ]
landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liguefaction or collapse?
d) Be located on expansive sail, as defined in Table 18-
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating ] X [ O]
substantial risks to life or property?
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater ] 5 ] X

disposal systems where sewers are not available for
the disposal of wastewater?

Background:

Soil conservation techniques help to control erosion and help prevent blowing dust, thereby
improving the regional air quality. Soil erosion can be caused by water or wind. During intense
storms, significant amounts of rainfall can saturate upper layers of the soil. Once the soil is
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saturated, runoff can produce gullies and carry soil particles into drainage channels.

Grading and construction associated with development projects can also cause soil erosion,
including removal of topsoil, and can create large amounts of dust. The City will continue to require
developers to implement water erosion control plans in accordance with National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements and dust control plans in accordance with
Imperial County Air Pollution Control District (ICAPCD) requirements.

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS DISCUSSION

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, includi ng the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist
for the area or based on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer
to Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 427

Less Than Significant Impact. Review of the current Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zone maps indicates that the nearest mapped Earthquake Fault Zone is the
Brawley Fault located approximately 12.5 miles southeast of the project site and
the Imperial Fault located approximately 12.8 miles south of the project site. The
Brawley fault zone is a complex set of faults that is intricately connected to the
Imperial fault zone. That connection exists, apparently, due to transfer of right-
lateral slip from the Imperial fault zone to the Brawley fault zone. This fault zone
probably ruptures in a magnitude 6 event every 30-40 years or so, along with its
neighbor, the Imperial fault zone. The last such event was in 1979. Although not
well documented, minor rupture may also have occurred in 1940, and even in
1915. This by no means represents a definite cycle, however, and prediction of
future events, even in this area, is probably a long way off (Southern California
Earthquake Data Center (SCEDC). Thus, impacts associated with a known
earthquake fault are considered less than significant.

Strong Seismic ground shaking?

Less than Significant Impact. The primary seismic hazard at the project site is
the potential for strong ground shaking during earthquakes along the Superstition
Hills, Imperial, and Brawley faults. The project site is considered likely to be
subjected to moderate to strong ground motion from earthquakes in the region.
The project is required to be designed and constructed in accordance with the
2022 California Building Code and ASCE 7-10 Seismic Parameters. Compliance
with these requirements is considered building design for strong seismic ground
shaking. Therefore, impacts resulting from strong seismic ground shaking are
considered less than significant.

Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. Liquefaction occurs
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when granular soil below the water table is subjected to vibratory motions, such as
those produced by earthquakes. With strong ground shaking, an increase in pore
water pressure develops as the soil tends to reduce in volume. If the increasing
pore water pressure is sufficient to reduce the vertical effective stress (suspending
the soil particles in water), the soil strength decreases, and the soil behaves as a
liquid (similar to quicksand). Liquefaction can produce excessive settlement,
ground rupture, lateral spreading, or failure of shallow bearing foundations.
According to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone maps, the project site has
not been evaluated for liguefaction.

Mitigation Measure
GEGC-1: Conduct Site-Specific Geotechnical Investigation

A site-specific Geotechnical Investigation will be required for all future
developments for the design and construction of future developments.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
iv. Landslides?

No Impact. No ancient landslides are shown on geologic maps of the region and
the probability of one occurring is unlikely due to the relatively planar topography
of the project site. No impact would occur.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less than Significant Impact. The project site is currently compacted soil but may have
a slight erosion hazard. During construction of future developments, erosion would be
controlled in accordance with County standards including preparation, review and
approval of a grading plan by the County Engineer.

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or that would become unstable
as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslides, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

Potentially Significant Impact Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. As previously noted,
the hazard of landslide is unlikely due to the relatively flat topography of the site. However,
the potential for lateral spreading as a result of liquefaction may be presented as
discussed under item iii) above. The site is predominantly underlain by clays that are not
expected to collapse with the addition of water to the site. While future developments
within the project site would be subject to landslides and potential for subsidence or
collapse is low, potential for liquefaction could produce Iateral spreading.

Mitigation Measure
Implement Mitigation Measure GEO-1.

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building
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Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property?

Potentially Significant Impact Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. In general, much of
the near surface soils within the project site consist of silty clays. According to the Imperial
County Soil Survey (1980), Imperial soil is used extensively for homesites despite the
limitation of high clay content. House slabs need exira strength to withstand the stresses
of shrinking and swelling and to compensate for the soil's low bearing strength (Imperial
County 1980, p. 18). Without proper engineering incorporated as mitigation, impacts
resulting from expansive soil on life or property are considered potentially significant.

Mitigation Measure
Implement Mitigation Measure GEQ-1.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of

wastewater?

No Impact. The proposed project does not require septic tanks or an alternative
wastewater disposal system. Future developments within the project site will connect to
the existing City of Calipatria sewer system. No impact would occur.,

Patentially
VIl. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. Potentially Significant Less Than No
i - Significant Unless Significant [
Would the project: Impact Mitigatian Impact ghon
(PSI) Incorporated {LTSI) {N1)
{PSUMI}

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a ] X ] ]
significant impact on the environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or

regulation adopted for the purpose of

reducing the emissions of greenhouse L [ L >

gases? [
Background:

The proposed project is expected to stimulate the development of the east side of the City of
Calipatria. During the construction of future developments, it is expected that the machinery as
well as the vehicles used to transport workers will release minor levels of Greenhouse Gases
(GHG) which will only be temporary. The project once operational is expected to generale levels
of greenhouse gas emissions that will result from vehicular trips of the development residents.

Vil. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS DISCUSSION

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the environment?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. The proposed project will
generate GHG emissions as a result of construction equipment and vehicles trips
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generated during the construction period and long-term operations of future
developments.

Mitigation Measures

GGE-1: Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Methods

To help minimize greenhouse gas emissions, the City of Calipatria will require future
developers to implement the following Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Methods
when feasible:

e Minimize the carbon impact of construction processes and activities by sourcing
local materials to reduce transportation emissions, planning machinery to be as
effective as possible across projects, acquiring machinery and equipment that run
on renewable energy sources or biofuels, and recycle or reuse materials during
renovation and demolition where possible.

» Consider installing on-site renewable energy systems that can be used both during
the building phase and then transition to the operational stage.

= Comply with the City of Calipatria’s Zoning Ordinance which requires construction
work or related activity which is adjacent to or across a street or right-of-way from
a residential use, except between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on
weekdays, or between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. No such
construction is permitted on federal holidays.

* Turn off equipment when not in use (i.e., not left idling for more than 10 minutes).

* Use equipment that is no older than 10 years old to achieve the lowest levels of air
emissions.

e Consider utilizing zero-emission vehicles pursuant to Executive Order N-79-20
which commits the state of California to have 100 percent of new auto sales be
zero-emission by 2035.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and during construction/Project contractor.
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of
reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

No Impact. The proposed project will not conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases. All
projects are required to proceed through the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District
for a permit. This ensures that all developments within the City are compliant with an
applicable plan, palicy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases.
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[ . Potentially | Eaas |
VIll. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Sanifcant | gniesa | Then | No
Would the project: impact | Mitgation | SERTeRNt | Impac

(PSI) Incorporated
psumy | (LTSD
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use. or | [ ] ] X ]
disposal of hazardous materials?
b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonable foreseeable upset ] m < ]
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste ] [] X N
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site, which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, | [ ] ] X
would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, | [ ] X O
would the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project result in a safety hazard for people | [] L] ] 24
residing or working in the project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with

an adopted emergency response plan or emergency | [ ] [] X ]
evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of

loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, including ] ] 7 X
where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or
where residences are intermixed with wildlands? |

L

Background:

The proposed project site is currently undeveloped land located on the east side of the City of
Calipatria. The proposed plan will maintain the existing residential land uses but allow low impact
industrial and commercial uses. Impacts from hazardous materials and the preceding
determinations were made in terms of the potential to release existing hazardous materials during
construction activities. According to EnviroStor, there are no contaminated sites within the project

area or vicinity. The nearest site is 8.7 miles away.

VIIl. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DISCUSSION

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine
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b)

d)

a)

transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

Less than Significant Impact. Future developments on the proposed project site may
transport, use, or dispose of hazardous material during construction. However, there are
best management practices and hazardous materials management plans. Thus, any
potential impacts will be less than significant.

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonable
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. Future developments on the proposed project site may
transport, use, or dispose of hazardous material during construction. However, there are
best management practices and hazardous materials management plans. Thus, any
potential impacts will be less than significant.

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-guarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project site is located within 0.64 miles from
the nearest school. Hazardous materials may be handled or emitted during construction
activities. However, there are best management practices and hazardous materials
management plans. Thus, any potential impacts will be less than significant.

Be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

No Impact. The proposed property is not located on or near a hazardous material site,
therefore there will be no impact.

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area?

Less than Significant Impact. The entire project site is located within the City of
Calipatria Airport Element. The northern portion of the project site is located within the
Approach/Departure Zone Adjacent to Runway (B1) Zone while the remaining portion of
the project is within a Common Traffic Pattern (C) Zone and Other Airport Environs (D)
Zone. Construction from future developments may transport, use, or dispose of hazardous
material. However, there are best management practices and hazardous materials
management plans, thus any potential impacts will be less than significant.

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a
safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area?

No Impact. The proposed project is not located near a private airport.

Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
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response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than Significant Impact. The project has two major collector roads crossing through
the site which can be used as emergency evacuation routes. Main Street (State Route
115) cuts horizontally through the project site while Brown Road connects to Main Street
(State Route 115) for southbound traffic. No improvements or modifications are proposed
for these roads and development standards for traffic and circulation ensure that future
developments do not interfere with emergency evacuation plans.

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving
wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

No Impact. The proposed project is not located within or near wildlands, therefore it will
not expose people to wildfires.

) Plote.nltially gt
IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Wouldthe | S| “Shese” | T2 | o impac
project: Impact | Mitigation 'E:;:;“ (NI)
(PSI) Incorporated
(PSUMI) (LTst)
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge O] ] 4| H

requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the
there would be a net deficit in aguifer volume or a
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the H ] ] X
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would
drop to a level which would not support existing land
uses or planned uses for which permits have been

granted)?
¢) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the ] ] X ]

course of a stream or river, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase ] ] ] ]
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner
which would result in flooding on- or off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water, which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide substantial additional | [] L] X L]
sources of polluted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?
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g} Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or O] ] X 7
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map?

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures 0 ] n 5
which would impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving flooding, including flooding [] (| ]
as a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? ] ] ] | =4

Background:

Developments as a result of the project will further change the project site from a natural
undeveloped permeable site to a developed site that is largely impermeable, which may contribute
to stormwater run-off. Potential project-related water quality impacts are associated with both
short-term construction activities and long-term operations.

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY DISCUSSION
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Calipatria requires that all developments
prepare a grading plan to ensure the proper collection and discharge of starmwater. In
cases where the amount of stormwater exceeds the developments capacity, the excess
stormwater may be discharged onto the City right-of-way when stormwater facilities are
present. Larger projects will be required to prepare a hydrology study to determine
adequacy of conveyance system and discharge points to ensure it will not violate any
water quality standards or waste discharge requirements. The enforcement of these
requirements gives the project a less than significant impact.

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-
existing nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support existing land
uses or planned uses for which permits have been granted)?

No Impact. The proposed project site is not located near any existing wells, nor is it
anticipated that future developments attributed to the project will affect ground water
supplies or interfere with groundwater recharge. Therefore, no impacts have been
determined.

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Calipatria requires all developments to
prepare and submit both a geotechnical report and grading plan for review prior to the
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d)

g)

h)

issuance of a building permit. This is to ensure that existing drainage patterns are not
negatively altered. This requirement ensures that future alterations will not result in erosion
or siltation on-site or off-site.

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on-
or off-site?

Less Than Significant Impact. As previously mentioned, the City of Calipatria requires
all proposed developments to prepare both a geotechnical report and grading plan prior
to the issuance of a building permit. These plans allow the city to properly review drainage
patterns and ensure that they are not negatively affected. The City also requires
developers to maintain a minimum percentage of landscaping to ensure that project sites
are to an extent permeable.

Create or contribute runoff water, which would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Calipatria requires all developments to
maintain a minimum amount of water retention. Larger projects are required to incorporate
a retention basin sufficient to contain a 100-year storm run-off. Additionally, large projects
must submit a grading plan, geotechnical report, and Hydrology Report, prior to the
issuance of a building permit, to ensure that design and size is sufficient to control
stormwater on-site.

Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project's northern boundary is adjacent to a raw
water channel that is used for agricultural irrigation purposes. The City of Calipatria
ensures that all proposed development projects are contained entirely within the project
site. Grading plans and geotechnical reports are utilized to ensure that there is no water
discharged anywhere other than the project site and City right-of-way:.

Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood
Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation
map?

Less Than Significant Impact. There is the potential for some flooding within the
project’s vicinity, however, the proposed project is in Zone X of the 100- year flood hazard
area, and outside of any flood zone. The nearest flood zone is located near the Alamo
River 2.0 miles southwest of the project site. Therefore, any impacts would be less than
significant.

Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would im pede or redirect
flood flows?

No Impact. The proposed project is in Zone X and not within a 100-year flood hazard
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area, thus there will be no impact to flood flows from the future developments.

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving
flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam?
Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. The southern area of the
project site is known to accumulate stormwater during storm events. The City of Calipatria
has been awarded funds a new stormwater collection system for the southern portion of
the project site that will substantially reduce the amount of accumulated stormwater during
rain events. The proposed stormwater collection system will be designed to collect
stormwater from the southern portion of the project site and transport it to a retention basin
located north of Main Street (State Route 115).
Mitigation Measures
HWQ-1: Stormwater System and Flood Management
The City will continue to enforce the local, state, and federal regulations regarding the
construction of buildings within flood hazard areas. Grading plans will also be required for
all applications to ensure future and current structures are not susceptible to flood
damage.
Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/Project Contractor
Enforcement: City of Calipatria
i} Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?
No Impact. The proposed project is not in the vicinity of substantial bodies of water,
therefore there is no risk of inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow.
Potentially |
Potentiall Significant | Less Th
X. LAND USE AND PLANNING. Somcant | e | S | Mo
ect: Impact Mitigation Impact
Would e projact: (PSI) Incorporated | (LTSH) (NI
(PSUMI)
a) Physically divide an established -
: bt
community? - [ [l =
b) Conflict with any applicable land use
plan, policy, or regulation of an agency

with  jurisdiction over the project
(including, but not limited to the general

plan, specific plan, local coastal L] O ] L]
program, or zoning ordinance) adopted
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect?

c¢) Conflict with any applicable habitat

conservation plan or natural community L] 4 ] il
conservation plan?
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Background:

The proposed project is in line with the future vision and path stated in the General Plan to
facilitate housing development for different affordability levels, create a live environment for
economic growth, and create a prosperous growth pattern to meet the City’s future housing
needs. The project is located east of industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of Date
Street, and west of East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria. The proposed project
will be comprised of three new zoning designations: residential commercial mixed-use,
residential industrial mixed-use, and commercial industrial. The project site is intended to create
interactive streets, meaningful public spaces, and foster jobs and services where people can
live and work.

Standards are provided to control the intensity and development of use, as well as limit the
overperformance of activities in the zone, Additionally, standards are also provided to prevent
objectionable influences that might adversely affect the tenants and properties of this zone.

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING DISCUSSION
a) Physically divide an established community?

No Impact. The project site is adjacent to the northeast limit of the City of Calipatria. Instead of
dividing an established community, the project would add more housing options to a historically
underdeveloped area of the city that is characterized by low-density and rural residential
developments. Thus, there would be no impact on dividing an established community.

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan,
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

Less than Significant Impact. The project site is zoned R-1 (Low Density Residential), R-2
(Medium Density Multi-Family Residential), R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential, 0S-G
(General Open Space), CP (Commercial Professional), and M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing &
Industrial). The proposed project would also add additional commercial industrial use with the
goal of increasing developer interest and creating an environment for economic growth.
Therefore, a General Plan Amendment will be required to change the land use designation to
Residential Commercial Mixed-Use, Residential Industrial Mixed-Use, and Commercial
Industrial. The proposed project will not conflict with an applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. Instead,
the project will achieve the goals set forth by the General Plan of the City. Therefore, the impact
will be less than significant.

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. According to Section I11.C of the
2035 City of Calipatria General Plan, the project site is within an area with biological resources,
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more specifically the Burrowing Owl. While the City is within the habitat area of the Burrowing
Owl, the General Plan identifies numerous sightings and habitat zones outside of the City of
Calipatria within a 5-mile radius.

Mitigation Measures

LU-1: Separation of Construction Activities

Require separation of construction activities from sensitive biological resources using buffers,
setbacks, and temporary protective fencing.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits and during construction/ Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
LU-2: Development Standards

Require regulations such as setback requirements, lot size requirements, building height
requirements, density zoning, and building bulk requirements to reduce encroachment of
development upon sensitive resource areas.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/ Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
LU-3: State and Federal Conservation and Avoidance Regulations

Enforce state and federal conservation and avoidance regulations, through the development
review process, for all new development projects on private property that may potentially impact
natural vegetation communities or biological resources.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
LU-4: CEQA Review

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan project area shall be
subject to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review and a Notice of
Exemption, Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Environmental
Impact Report shall be completed pursuant to federal, state, and local requirements
prior to project approval.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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XI. MINERAL RESOURCES. |
Would the project:

Potentially
Significant Impact
(PsI)

Patentially Significant |

Unless Mitigation
Incorporated
(PSUMI)

Less Than
Significant Impact
(LTSI)

No Impact
{NI)

Result in the loss of
availability of a known
mineral resource that
would be of value to the
region and the residents
of the state?

a)

O]

O

L]

loss of
locally

b) Result in the
availability of a
important mineral
resource recovery site
delineated on a local
general plan, specific
plan, or other land use

plan?

Background:

The project site has been historically occupied by residential uses, commercial professional uses,
and heavy manufacturing uses. According to Figure 8 “Imperial County Existing Mineral
Resources" of the Conservation and Open Space Element of the County of Imperial General Plan
(County of Imperial 2016), no known mineral resources occur within the project site nor are there

any mapped mineral resources within the city limits of Calipatria.

129

Xl. MINERAL RESOURCES DISCUSSION
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value
to the region and the residents of the state?
No Impact. As noted, the proposed project would not result in the loss of known mineral
resources as none are known to be present on or in the vicinity of the site. Thus, no impact
is identified regarding mineral resources.
b} Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery
site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan?
No Impact. Refer to item (a), above.
Potentially |
Potentially Significant Less Than
Xll. NOISE. Sig:lr%cant Unless S?gsniﬁcant Imh;:ci
fant: Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the project: {PSI) Incorporated (LTSI (N)
(PSUMI)
a) Exposure of persons to or generation of
noise levels in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or o [ & [
. noise ordinance, or applicable standards of f
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other agencies? |
b) Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive ground-borne vibration or [] [] X O
ground-borne noise levels?
¢} A substantial permanent increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity | [ O] (| ]
above levels existing without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic
increase in ambient noise levels in the
project vicinity above levels existing without o b L [
the project?

e) For a project located within an airport land
use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport ] O ¢ n
or public use airport, would the project
expose people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise levels?

f)  For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to L] L] L] X
excessive noise levels? | |

Background:

Highway 115 passes through the center of the project site. According to Figure VI-2 “Existing
Noise Levels” and Table VI-2 “Measured Noise Levels” from the City of Calipatria's General Plan
Noise Element, Hwy 115 East is the noise measuring location with the highest, average noise
level (Leq) of 68.4 decibels (dBA). The noise level for Hwy 115 is classified as normally to
conditionally acceptable, as stated by Figure VI-1 “Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise
Environments”. The primary noise source for the project site is traffic due to the high use of
automobiles along state highways (approximately 3,200 daily trips on Highway 115). Secondary
sources of noise within the project site are railroad and airport noise. The railroad line passes
almost daily by Railroad Ave, north of the project site, The Calipatria airport may generate noise
in flight as it is primarily used for crop dusting operations (approximately 25 flights per week) and
the project site is surrounded by agricultural land on its north and east side.

Xll. NOISE DICUSSION
a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards

established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?

Less Than Significant Impact. While the project area is surrounded by residential land
uses which may experience some noise levels from future developments within the project
site, the noise exposure will not exceed the standards established by the local General
Plan or Noise Ordinance, Therefore any impact would be less than significant. New
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b)

d)

sources of noise will be introduced because of the proposed uses within the project site,
however the proposed residential use is consistent with the existing surrounding uses
based on the City's Noise/Land Use Compatibility Matrix. While the impact is expected to
be less than significant, the following mitigation measure was implemented per the
California Department of Transportation’'s recommendation.

NOI-1: Highway Noise

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan will be informed that
in accordance with 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 772, the Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) is not responsible for existing or future traffic noise impacts
associated with the existing configuration of Route 115.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to construction/Project Contractor.

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or
ground-borne noise levels?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project area contains existing residential
developments that may be affected by ground borne vibrations that may occur during
construction activities of future developments including modest excavation. The
anticipated excavation activities are only temporary, and any ground borne noise and
vibration exposure would be less than significant.

A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity
above levels existing without the project?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project is expected to result in a substantial
increase in mixed use (residential/commercial, residential/industrial, and commercial
industrial) developments compared to what is currently planned for under the existing
zoning designations. The increase in ambient noise levels would be a permanent increase
from what currently exists. New sources of noise will be introduced because of future
developments, but the increase in noise is not substantial as the proposed zones will have
development standards designed to be consistent with existing uses based on the City's
Noise/Land Use Compatibility Matrix.

A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project
vicinity above levels existing without the project?

Potentially Significant Impact Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. The proposed
project would result in a substantial temporary increase during construction activities from
future developments in an area which is mostly low and medium density residential. The
average hourly noise level is expected to be approximately 80 dBa at 50 feet from
equipment or 73 dBa at 100 feet. Per the City of Calipatria’s General Plan, noise levels
above 60 dBa require mitigation measures. The increase in noise levels may adversely
affect the ambience and tranquility enjoyed by residents.

Mitigation Measures:
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NOI-2: Noise Reduction Methods

To help minimize noise levels, the City of Calipatria will require future developers to
implement the following noise reduction methods when feasible:

* Prior to commencing earth-moving and construction activities, the project
contractor shall install noise attenuating barriers/acoustic shields along the
perimeter of the project site. The barrier must prevent the “line-of-sight” between
the noise sources and the receptor.

» Equipment shields shall be used for stationary pieces of equipment (i.e., metal
containers) placed near the project site property line to reduce noise levels.
Alternatively, the project contractor shall construct plywood barriers around
stationary equipment.

* The project contractor shall comply with the City of Calipatria’s Zoning Ordinance
which requires construction work or related activity which is adjacent to or across
a street or right-of-way from a residential use, except between the hours of 7:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays, or between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday. No such construction is permitted on federal holidays.

» The project contractor shall turn off equipment when not in use (i.e., not left idling
for more than 10 minutes).

* The project contractor shall use equipment that is no older than 10 years old to
achieve the lowest levels of noise and air emissions.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and during construction/Project contractor.
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Calipatria General Plan Noise Element
identifies the nearby airport as a secondary source of noise. Airplanes utilizing the airport
are primarily utilized for crop dusting cperations at an approximate rate of 25 flights per
week. The adjacent agriculture fields on the north and east property boundaries may
induce higher noise levels during crop dusting operations, however these operations are
few and far away enough to cause less than significant impact.

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

No Impact. The proposed project is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip.
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Potentially | Significant Th N
XIil. POPULATION AND HOUSING. Significant Unless Signif?:ant Irnpzct
Would the project: Impact Mitigation et )
{PSI) Incorporated LTSH)
(PSUMI) (

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, .
either directly (for example, by proposing new
homes and business) or indirectly (for example, U O X U
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement ] ] ] 24
housing elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people,
necessitating the construction of replacement ] ] ] =

| housing elsewhere?

Background:

The proposed project is a re-zoning designation with the implementation of residential,
commercial, and industrial mixed-use, Based on data from the United States Census Bureau
website, Calipatria had an estimated population of 6,434 people as of July 1, 2021, with a
significant decrease from 2019. This area is currently zoned low density residential, medium
density multi-family residential, high density multi-family residential, commercial professional, and
heavy manufacturing and industrial. The proposed project will increase developer interest in the
City to encourage development and provide affordable housing to meet the goals set forth on the
Housing Element of the General Plan.

The Housing Element of the General Plan provides the basis for establishing housing stock that
meets the affordability requirements and other special needs of the community. The City of
Calipatria Housing Element was updated in 2021 for the planning period of 2021-2029 and was
approved by the California Department of Housing and Community Development,

According to the adopted Housing Element, the City of Calipatria has a Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) of 18 extremely low, 18 very low, 21 low, 16 moderate, and 78 above moderate
units totaling 151 dwelling units. The RHNA is based upon projected household growth, plus a
certain number of units needed to account for normal and appropriate level of vacancies and the
replacement of units lost to conversion or demolition. As shown on Figure 1 below, approximately
one third of the vacant sites within the City of Calipatria are located within the Eastside Specific
Plan. Furthermore, program No. 13 under goal No. 4 of the Housing Element consists of
evaluating the vacant parcels and land use designations to provide for a variety of residential
types and densities to fulfill Calipatria's RHNA. As a result, the Eastside Specific Plan is designed
to provide diverse land use strategies and infrastructure goals for the eastern portion of the city
to encourage the buildout of the underdeveloped segment of the city.
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Figure 1 — City of Calipatria 6" Cycle Housing Element VVacant Properties Map
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Xlll. POPULATION AND HOUSING DISCUSSION

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and business) or indirectly (for example, through extension
of roads or other infrastructure)?

Less than Significant Impact. The project proposes a commercial industrial use to the
City of Calipatria with the intent to increase developer interest and further create an
environment for economic growth. The project is designed to establish land use strategies
and infrastructure goals for the eastern portion of the city. Its objectives include promoting
the development of underutilized areas, attracting new businesses to vacant parcels, and
encouraging population growth in alignment with the city's Housing Element and General
Plan. The main goal is to ensure steady growth while providing resources for future
generations. According to the United States Census Bureau, the population for Calipatria
was 6,515 people in 2020 and 6,434 people as of 2021, with a total decrease of 1.2%.
The anticipated population increase induced by the project would be approximately 1.0%,
the average city growth according to the U.S. Census, and then continue towards a well-
halanced growth.

Additionally, development standards set forth on the City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance
will limit the maximum allowed residential density. These densities are designed to prevent
sprawl which is defined as the rapid expansion of the geographic extent of cities and
towns. Therefore, impacts to inducing substantial population growth are considered less
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than significant.

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the construction
of replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. Approximately 40% of the 134 properties within the project site are developed
while the remaining 55% remains vacant. The City of Calipatria has only had two single
family residential developments between 2011 and 2022. There is sufficient vacant land
available to support the expected population growth within the project area. As a resuilt,
the proposed project would not displace substantial numbers of existing populations
requiring construction or replacement housing elsewhere. The proposed project has the
primary intent to fill the vacant parcels with residential, industrial, and commercial
professional structures. Thus, the project will have no impact.

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of

replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. See item (b), above.

‘ ' Potentially | L '
Potentially | Significant Tﬁss N
XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES. Significant | Unless Bl >
: i Significant | Impact
Would the project: impact Mitigation it NI)
(PSh) Incorporated (LTSI
(PSUMI)
a) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision of
new or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other
performance objectives for any of the public
services;
1) Fire Protection? [] L] X L[]
2) Police Protection? [] L] X L]
3) Schools? L] X L] ]
4) Parks? L] ] < []
| 5) Other Public Facilities? L] ] | ]

Background:

Future developments from the proposed project are expected to result in a slight increase in new
residents in the City of Calipatria, however, the City currently has sufficient staff to meet future
demands generated by the proposed project. Since schools are owned and operated by the
Calipatria Unified School District, special consideration was given.

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES DISCUSSION

1) Fire Protection?

Less Than Significant. The City of Calipatria Housing Element found that the total
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2)

3)

residential population in 2020 is 3,583. The remaining 2,898 individuals are from the
Calipatria State Penitentiary which do not reside with the residential population. The 2018
City of Calipatria Service Area Plan identified a total of 16 employees (2 full time, 7 part
time, and 7 paid call) which can meet the demand of a population of 4,000. The City has
sufficient personnel and facilities to meet the demand of the current and expected
population growth from the proposed project.

Police Protection?

Less Than Significant. The City of Calipatria Police Department operates on a
performance standard of 1 officer per 1,000 population. Both the 2018 General Plan and
current staff lists indicate that the City has a total of 4 full-time law enforcement officers to
adequately meet the demand of a population of up to 4,000. Per the Adopted 6" Cycle
Housing Element, the City of Calipatria had a residential population of 3,583 residents with
an annual growth rate of -1% and a percent change of -11% since 2010. The population
increase induced by the project is estimated to generate a population growth of 1% or 35
individuals. Therefore, the City of Calipatria currently has sufficient staff to meet the
demand of anywhere between a 1% (35) — 12.3% (440) population growth. While current
facilities are less than adequate, the City is constantly searching for funding sources to
upgrade the existing facilities and equipment.

Schools?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. An analysis of the Calipatria
School Districts Data Quest Enrollment Report, located on the California Department of
Education’s website, found that the school district has a total of 1,172 students from K-12
registered for the 2022-23 school year. A further analysis concluded that each grade level
had an average of 90 students. Phone conversations with the School Districts Business
Department found that the district will more than likely not have the facilities to
accommodate a sudden influx of students. While a small increase of single-family
developments will not generate a sufficiently large population increase, the same cannot
be said for large subdivisions and high-density residential projects. The City of Calipatria
will need to coordinate with the school district to ensure that the district can meet the
demand generated by these large developments.

Mitigation Measures
PS-1: Addition of Personnel/Teachers. Equipment, and Resources

The City of Calipatria will coordinate with the Calipatria Unified School District regarding
high density residential developments and work to acquire the funding necessary to
accommodate sudden population growth from future projects.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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4)

5)

Parks?

Less Than Significant Impact. Per the 2018 City of Calipatria General Plan, the park
demand for an area is based on a performance of 5 acres of parkland per 1,000
population. There are approximately 148 residential developments within the project site
and eastern portion of the City of Calipatria. Per the 2021 American Community Survey
from the United States Census Bureau, the average household size within the City of
Calipatria is 3.26 which makes the total estimated population within the project site 482.
There is an existing 3.4-acre park located within the project site. Additionally, the City was
awarded funding for the construction of an additional 1.7 acre park, which will be
completed within the next two to three years, approximately 0.3 miles from the project site.
These parks will provide a total of 5.1 acres of parkland which will meet the demand of a
population of 1,200 residents, which exceeds the current 483 estimated project site
population by 717.

Other Public Facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. Some southern areas within the project vicinity are known
to flood during heavy storm events. Future developments in the project site may contribute
to stormwater runoff. As previously mentioned, the City of Calipatria has received funding
and is in the process of designing a stormwater collection system to protect the southern
portion of the project site from flooding.

Paotentially
XV. RECREATION. Pgteptially Significant LgsslThan No
Significant Unless Significant
Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact Imlzlar:t
(PSI) Incorporated (LTSI (NI)
{(PSUMI)

a) Would the project increase the use of the existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilites such that substantial ] ] X ]
physical deterioration of the facility would occur
or be accelerated?

b)

Does the project include recreational facilities or
require the construction or expansion of

recreational facilities which might have an L] L i u
adverse effect on the environment? |

Background:

Future developments on the project site are expected to result in a 1% annual population. The
City of Calipatria currently has an existing and planned park that will meet the demand of current
and future populations within the project site. This will also remove the need to further develop or
expand any existing facility.

XV. RECREATION DISCUSSION

a)

Would the project increase the use of the existing neighborhood and regional parks
or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the
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b)

facility would occur or be accelerated?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Calipatria currently has a 3.26-acre park within
the project site and another 1.7-acre park within 0.3 miles planned for the construction
within the next two to three years. These two parks are sufficient to meet a population of
1,200 which exceeds the current estimated project site population of 483 by 717. While
the project would increase the population in the area by approximately 1%, the increase
is not significant enough to generate any substantial deterioration to existing equipment.
Any deterioration will be offset by the regularly scheduled maintenance that the City
routinely conducts on public facilities.

Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse effect on the
environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will only change the existing zones,
but developments resulting from this zone change are expected to generate a minimum
1% population increase. The City already has an existing recreational facility and a second
one in the development prior to the Eastside Specific Plan. These developments will meet
the current and future demands of residents within the project site. Furthermore, the City
already requires all projects to undergo a CEQA review and ensures that development
activities remain within the project site.

Potentially
Potentially Significant | Less Than
XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC, Significant | Unless | Significant Im'::m
Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact ()
(PSl) Incarporated {LTSI)
, {PSUMI)
a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the
performance of the circulation system, considering
all modes of transportation including mass transit 0 0 ¢ O
and non-motorized travel and relevant components
of the circulation system, including but not limited
to intersections, streets, highways and freeways,
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit?
b) Conflict with an applicable congestion
management program, including, but not limited to
level of service standards and travel demand O] n n 5
measures, or other standards established by the
county congestion management agency for
designated roads or highways?
c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in ] W ] 4
location that results in substantial safety risks?
d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design L] L] L] <
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| feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous |
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?
€) Result in inadequate emergency access? ]
f)  Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian 0
facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or
safety of such facilities?
—)

Background:

The subject site is east of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, west of East Street, and north
of Church Street with a small section on Main Street between Railroad Avenue and Imperial
Avenue. The City of Calipatria General Plan identifies Main Street (State Route 115) and South
Brown Avenue as major collectors. It is expected that future developments will contribute to a net
increase in vehicle trips for the project area because of the zone change.

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC DISCUSSION

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of

effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, considering all modes
of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections,
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit?

Less Than Significant Impact. Developments as a result of the project will resuit in a net
increase in local traffic, The General Plan Circulation Element establishes level of service
(LOS) standards for various roadways through the City. The Eastside Specific Plan will
not increase the density of the existing zoning designations but instead, add additional
commercial and industrial uses. The City of Calipatria requires that all high-density
projects submit a traffic study to ensure that the effectiveness and performance measures
set forth on the General Plan are met. While the impact is expected to be less than
significant, the following mitigation measures were added as a precaution:

Mitigation Measures
TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments east of the railroad,
within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be allowed to access through SR-115.
Developers will be encouraged to establish access to properties through the side sireets
(e.g. South Brown Avenue, Industrial Avenue, Commercial Avenue, etc.).

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments west of the
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railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be allowed to access through SR-115.
Developers will be encouraged to establish access to properties through the side streets
such as South Imperial Avenue.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP-3: Caltrans Encroachment Permit

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan shall acquire
an encroachment permit from the Department of Transportation prior to the start
of construction activities within their Right-of-Way.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP-4: Perpetuation of Monuments

Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments shall
be carried out by a licensed land surveyor should any existing monuments be
destroyed by construction activities related to the project.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-5: Coordination with Caltrans LDR Branch

All future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan with impacts to the State
Right-of-Way (including transportation, hydraulic, and pedestrian impacts) shall be
coordinated with the Caltrans LDR Branch.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP 6: Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) Traffic Impact Study (TIS)

Prior to the building permit approval, all developments within the Eastside Specific
Plan shall undergo a CEQA review and incorporate a Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT)
Traffic Impact Study (TIS) as required by the Governor's Office of Planning and
research and on an as needed bases.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Issuance of Building Permit/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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TRANSP-7: Railroad Safety

The City of Calipatria shall comply with Policies C-7.2 and C-7.3 of their Circulation
Element which require the following:

+ Maintain appropriate safety equipment at all railroad crossings including
safety gates, lights, and other similar items within the city.

¢ Maintain appropriate safety measures along the railroad corridor including
barriers, improvements to at-grade crossings, and, if feasible, installing
grade separations for major thoroughfares at railroad crossings.

s Coordinate with the County of Imperial, the State of California, and other
agencies to ensure that appropriate safety equipment is implemented and
maintained at all railroad crossings within the city.

» Update the City's Zoning Ordinance as appropriate to ensure that any
future development adjacent to or near the railroad right-of-way provides
for adequate safety measures related to the railroad corridor including, but
not limited to, providing vandal resistant fencing or other appropriate
barriers to limit the access of trespassers onto the railroad right-of-way,
providing appropriate infrastructure improvements to existing at-grade
crossings due to an increase in traffic volumes associated with
development, and, if necessary and feasible, providing grade separations
for major thoroughfares at railroad crossings

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Issuance of Building Permit/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including, but not
limited to level of service standards and travel demand measures, or other
standards established by the county congestion management agency for
designated roads or highways?

No Impact. The proposed project will not conflict with an applicable congestion
management program, therefore there will have no impact.

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels
or a change in location that results in substantial safety risks?

No Impact. The proposed project includes development standards limiting all residential
uses to 35’ in height and all commercial and industrial uses to no more than 50’ in height.
Additionally, all uses exceeding 35' in height are only permitted on the southern portion of
the project site outside of the airport runway zone. Thus, the project will not change any
air traffic patterns.

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?
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f)

No Impact. The proposed project includes design standards prohibiting hazardous design
features and incompatible uses, therefore there will be no impact.

Result in inadequate emergency access?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Circulation Element of the City of Calipatria General
Plan lists both Main Street/State Route 115 and South Brown Avenue as major arterials
which are intended to supplement arterials by providing capacity for the through
movement of traffic. Both roads connect to nearby East Avenue and other local roadways
within the project site. While future developments generated by the proposed project will
provide a slight but steady increase in vehicle traffic, a study from the General Plan on the
level of service on Main Street/State Route 115 shows a low delay of 5.1-15 seconds
during peak traffic hours. The City has also made improvements to Industrial Avenue,
North Brown Avenue, and acquired funding to improve Bonita Place and South Brown
Avenue. All these roadways are located within the proposed project site and have already
improved circulation and improved emergency access.

Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle,
or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such
facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project contains multiple Class Il bicycle
routes on Main Street, Brown Avenue, East Bonita Place, Freeman Street, and East
Avenue which are planned to be improved in the future. Future developments resulting
from the zone change will limit construction within the project site and outside of the City
right-of-way. Therefore, the proposed project will not conflict with adopted policies, plans,
or programs regarding any public facilities.

. Potentially ra
XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Polatily | Swiieant; | g No
Significant Unless e
Would the project: Impact Mitigation S'Igr"ﬁca"‘ Wiipact
(PSI) Incorporated T.I'f:ft (NI
(PSUMI) f-iEh
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the n O O 7
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? =
b) Require or result in the construction of new water
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of ] ] O X
existing facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental effects?
¢} Require or result in the construction of new storm
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing O] X l ]
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?
d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project from existing entitlements and resources, or | [ ] ] X
are new or expanded entitiements needed?
e) Result in a determination by the wastewater | [ ] [ ]
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treatment provider, which serves or may serve the |
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the
project's projected demand in addition to the
provider's existing commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted

capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste | [ ] X L]
disposal needs?
g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and N 1 0 X

regulations related to solid waste? |

Background:

60% of the proposed project vicinity is undeveloped and future developments will necessitate the
extension of utilities and municipal services from facilities already existing within right-of-way's.
The following utility services will be needed from local purveyors: electrical power, natural gas,
and communication lines. Any pole mounted electrical transformers owned and maintained by the
Imperial Irrigation District that require relocation are the sole responsibility of the developer. City
of Calipatria wastewater services is readily available along most of the project vicinity, however a
few portions will require the extension of new lines.

XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS DISCUSSION

a)

b)

Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water
Quality Control Board?

No Impact. The City of Calipatria wastewater treatment and sewer facility is currently
operating with a surplus of 0.7 million gallons per day and has more than enough capacity
to meet the demand of a population more than 4,100.

Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities
or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

No Impact. The project will be served by the City of Calipatria owned and operated
wastewater treatment plant and Southern California Water Company owned water
treatment plant, both of which have sufficient capacity to meet the demand of a population
far greater than 4,000.

Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

Potential Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. The City of Calipatria received
funding and is currently in the design phase of a new stormwater collection facility that will
collect stormwater from the Southern portion of the project site, south of Main Street/State
Route 115, and transport it to a city owned retention basin. Furthermore, the City has
already completed multiple road improvement projects which constructed curbs on
multiple roadways on the northern portion of the project site, greatly improving stormwater
collection. Additional funding was also acquired for roadways improvements along South
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Brown Avenue and Bonita Place within the next three years. While these projects have
improved stormwater collection within the northern and southern portion of the project site,
there are still multiple areas that lack stormwater facilities. The City of Calipatria requires
all developments to submit a grading plan to review the stormwater collection and flow
rates for each project. This ensures that each development has the necessary stormwater
facilities on site.

Mitigation Measures

USS-1: Stormwater requirements

The City of Calipatria will enforce the Zoning Code requirements for on-site stormwater
retention and the submittal of a grading plan for review prior to the issuance of a building
permit.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/ Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit Requirements

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan project area shall be
required to coordinate and comply with all conditions and permit applications required by
the Imperial Irrigation District (1ID). Certificates of occupancy will not be issued until all 11D
application requirements have been met.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of certificates of occupancy/ Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
USS-3: IID Canal/Drain Banks

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan project area may not use
the 1ID's canal or drain banks to access project sites. Any abandonment of easements or
facilities must be approved by the IID based on systems (irrigation, drainage, power, etc.)
needs,

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/ Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitaring: City of Calipatria
USS-4: Rules and Regulations Governing the Distribution and Use of Water

All flows being discharged into I1D's drains from future projects within the Eastside Specific
Plan shall be in conformance with the laws and regulations of Imperial County and the
various state and federal agencies having jurisdiction over water quality control. All
projects shall refer to the drainage restrictions outlined in the 1ID's Rules and Regulations
Governing the Distribution and Use of Water.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/ Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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d)

g)

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing
entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed?

No Impact. The City receives its water supplies from the Southern California Water
Company. The potential impacts to existing water supplies are negligible as current
facilities can meet the demand of a population of over 7,000. Therefore, there is no impact.

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider, which serves or
may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected
demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will not necessitate additional
wastewater freatment facilities. The Calipatria Wastewater Treatment Plant is operating
at 80 percent capacity and can meet the demands of a population exceeding 4,000.
Therefore, any impacts would be less than significant.

Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the
project’s solid waste disposal needs?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is serviced by CR&R who hauls waste to
the Imperial Landfill. The landfill has a 1,700-ton capacity and has a remaining capacity of
15,485,200 cubic yards (20% capacity). Therefore, there will be sufficient permitted
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs, and any impact would
be less than significant.

Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

No Impact. All federal, state, and local statutes will be adhered to, therefore there will be
no impact.

SECTION 3 - lll. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The following are Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of the
CEQA Guidelines.

‘ Potentially P ]
XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF | Potentially | Significant Than No
SlGNlFlCANCE Sli:;ﬁ:;m Mli?ghaaE:n Significant Impact
Would the project: (PS1} Incorporated I{T.?;ﬁ (NI)
(PSUMI)
' a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the
quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or ] X ] ]
animal community, reduce the number, or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal
or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?
March 2025
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b) Does the project have impacts that are

individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable?  (“Cumulatively  considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project are N n 54 n

considerable when viewed in connection with the
effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future
projects)?

¢) Does the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects on ] B ] I
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Background:

The following are Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of the
CEQA Guidelines.

XVIil. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE DISCUSSION

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number, or restrict the range of a rare or endangered
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

Potential Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. While the project site is not
commeonly inhabited by native wildlife, and there are no streams or large bodies of water
at or near the proposed project site, historical data has shown the Burrowing Owl and
other native species of the Imperial Valley to reside in locations like the areas surrounding
the project site. To ensure the safety of these native species, mitigation measures from
the Biological Resources segment along with one new measure will be implemented.

Mitigation Measures

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Biological Assessments.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-2: State and Federal Conservation and
Avoidance Regulations.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-3: Development Standards.
MFS-1: Landscaping Requirement

Section 3.10.050 of the Zoning Ordinance requires all proposed developments to provide
landscaping to enhance the appearance of public street frontages and development
projects, conserve water, control soil erosion and provide visual buffers where necessary.
All applicants are encouraged to utilize drought resistant and low maintenance local fauna
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b)

to meet the landscaping requirement. All other proposed landscaping types are subject to
review, inspection, and approval by the County of Imperial Agricultural Commissioner’s
Office prior to the utilization of such fauna in the project site. These requirements help
prevent the introduction of nonnative invasive fauna as well as be compatible with local
fauna in the surrounding area. The city will require developers to implement landscaping,
primarily trees, within the project area. Any trees that are planned for removal will be
replaced or relocated within the project site when possible.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to construction/Project contractor.
Enforcement: City of Calipatria

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of
a project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past
projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects)?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project site is solely composed of
residential developments with numerous vacant parcels. The existing undeveloped,
vacant, or underutilized land does not provide adequate housing, economic opportunities,
or other benefits to the community. By updating the land use category, these infill sites will
contribute to the overall well-being of the surrounding community. Individually, these
parcels have little to no impact, but when viewed as whole, they can encourage social
equity, and create a jobs/housing balance by supporting diverse housing options,
encouraging ‘mixed-use” development, and enhancing industrial and commercial
development along transportation corridors. In furtherance of these goals, the City
enforces strict zoning and land use standards to ensure the positive and harmonious
growth of Calipatria.

Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Potential Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. The proposed project may
have the potential to cause adverse impacts on human beings as it relates to gealogic
hazards and air quality. However, through the implementation of mitigation measures
listed in each section, the adverse effects can be significantly limited.

Mitigation Measures
Implement Mitigation Measure AQ-1: Block Dirt Roads.

Implement Mitigation Measure AQ-2: Discretionary Measure for Fugitive PM10
Control.

Implement Mitigation Measure GEO-1: Conduct Site-Specific Geotechnical
Investigation.
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IV. SOURCE REFERENCES & INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED

SOURCE REFERENCES & INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED
The following documents were used as sources of factual data and are hereby incorporated as
part of this Environmental Checklist. Because of the voluminous nature of the documents,
copies of the following are not distributed with these documents but may be obtained from the
City of Calipatria at 125 North Park Avenue in Calipatria, California 92233.

A City of Calipatria Zoning Ordinance, 2013

B City of Calipatria 2035 General Plan, 2013

G City of Calipatria Service Area Plan, 2018

D City of Calipatria Housing Element, 2022

E California Department of Conservation Geological Survey Earthquake Zones Map

F FEMA 100 Year Flood Map

G | California Department of Toxic Substances Council Envirostor Database

H California Office of Historic Preservation

I National Park Service National Register Database and Research

J Calipatria Unified School District

K | State of California Native American Heritage Commission

L California Department of Education Data Quest

M United State Census Bureau

The Mol Group, Inc. March 2025

148



APPENDIX A

Eastside Specific Plan Parcels

149



Appendix A. Eastside Specific Plan Parcels

Jurisdiction
City of Calipatria

Site Address

Zip Code
92233

023-102-007-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-003-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-011-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-014-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-017-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-022-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-025-000

City of Calipatria

92233

023-102-004-000

W o |~N® | (W N =
.

City of Calipatria

92233

023-102-008-000

=
(=]

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-007-000

oY
-

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-012-000

o
(3%

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-015-000

[y
ol

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-018-000

=
'S

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-023-000

-
o

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-026-000

[
a5}

City of Calipatria

92233

023-102-006-000

(Y
=l

City of Calipatria

92233

023-102-009-000

-
o

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-008-000

fary
w

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-013-000

ha
(=]

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-016-000

b3
=

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-019-000

M
M

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-024-000

ha
(7%}

City of Calipatria

500 South Freeman Street

92233

023-111-001-000

M
=

City of Calipatria

536 East Freeman Street

92233

023-111-012-000

)
w

City of Calipatria

596 East Freeman Street

92233

023-111-016-000

]
o

City of Calipatria

92233

023-112-004-000

M2
~l

City of Calipatria

542 East Elder Street

92233

023-112-018-000

ra
oo

City of Calipatria

521 East Freeman Street

92233

023-112-025-000

M
w

City of Calipatria

92233

023-112-028-000

45}
(=]

City of Calipatria

92233

023-112-032-000

[#%]
e

City of Calipatria

668 East Freeman Street

92233

023-113-008-000

[o%]
ra

City of Calipatria

92233

023-113-011-000

(%]
(¥ ]

City of Calipatria

92233

023-113-015-000

[95]
=

City of Calipatria

540 East Freeman Street

92233

023-111-013-000

(%]
o

City of Calipatria

92233

023-111-019-000

L
[=p)

City of Calipatria

92233

023-112-005-000

©
~

City of Calipatria

514 East Elder Street

92233

023-112-021-000
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38 | City of Calipatria 541 East Freeman Street 92233 023-112-026-000
39 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-112-029-000
40 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-113-001-000
41 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-113-009-000
42 | City of Calipatria 664 Freeman Street 92233 023-113-013-000
43 | City of Calipatria | 820 & 652 South Freeman 92233 | 023-113-016-000
Street
44 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-111-015-000
45 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-111-020-000
46 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-112-006-000
47 | City of Calipatria 502 East Elder Street 92233 023-112-022-000
48 | City of Calipatria 650 North Commercial Avenue 92233 023-112-027-000
49 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-112-030-000
50 | City of Calipatria 602 Freeman Street 92233 023-113-006-000
51 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-113-010-000
52 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-113-014-000
53 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-115-001-000
54 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-002-000
55 | City of Calipatria 444 East Delta Street 92233 023-142-008-000
56 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-012-000
57 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-016-000
58 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-022-000
59 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-143-003-000
60 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-143-006-000
61 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-151-003-000
62 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-151-006-000
63 | City of Calipatria 540 East Delta Street 92233 023-151-018-000
64 | City of Calipatria 462 East Delta Street 92233 023-142-006-000
65 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-009-000
66 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-013-000
67 | City of Calipatria 420 Delta Street 92233 023-142-017-000
68 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-143-001-000
69 | City of Calipatria 450 North Brown Avenue 52233 023-143-004-000
70 | City of Calipatria 501 East Elder Street 92233 023-151-001-000
71 | City of Calipatria 515 Elder Street 92233 023-151-004-000
72 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-151-009-000
73 | City of Calipatria 508 North Brown Avenue 92233 023-151-023-000
74 | City of Calipatria 454 & 458 East Delta Street 92233 023-142-007-000
75 | City of Calipatria 92233 | 023-142-011-000 |
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Jurisdiction
City of Calipatria

Site Address

92233

023-142-015-000

477 Elder Street/530 North

77 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-142-021-000
Brown Avenue
78 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-143-002-000
79 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-143-005-000
80 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-151-002-000
81 | City of Calipatria 517 Elder Street 92233 023-151-005-000
82 | City of Calipatria 554 East Delta Street 92233 023-151-017-000
83 | City of Calipatria 520, 520 1/2 Delta Street 92233 023-151-028-000
84 | City of Calipatria 518 Delta Street 92233 023-151-029-000
85 | City of Calipatria 545 Elder Street 92233 023-151-035-000
86 | City of Calipatria 519 East Delta Street 92233 023-152-014-000
87 | City of Calipatria 537 East Delta Street 92233 023-152-022-000
88 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-155-001-000
89 | City of Calipatria 401 East California Street 92233 023-202-001-000
90 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-202-005-000
91 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-202-009-000
92 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-202-013-000
93 | City of Calipatria 422 East Barbara Street 92233 023-202-017-000
94 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-151-032-000
95 | City of Calipatria 503 East Delta Street 92233 023-152-007-000
96 | City of Calipatria 448 North Commercial Avenue 92233 023-152-018-000
§7 | City of Calipatria 557 East Delta Street 92233 023-152-025-000
98 | City of Calipatria 447 East California Street 92233 023-202-003-000
95 | City of Calipatria 346 North Brown Avenue 92233 023-202-006-000
100 | City of Calipatria 411 California Street 92233 023-202-011-000
101 | City of Calipatria 443 East California Street 92233 023-202-014-000
102 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-202-020-000
103 | City of Calipatria 561 Elder Street 92233 023-151-034-000
104 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-152-008-000
105 | City of Calipatria 529 Delta Street 92233 023-152-021-000
106 | City of Calipatria 511 East Delta Street 92233 023-152-026-000
107 | City of Calipatria 455 East California Street 92233 023-202-004-000
108 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-202-007-000
109 | City of Calipatria 429 East California Street 92233 023-202-012-000
110 | City of Calipatria 466 Barbara Street 92233 023-202-015-000
111 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-202-022-000
112 | City of Calipatria 401 East Barbara Street 92233 023-203-002-000
113 | City of Calipatria 515 East California Street 92233 023-210-004-000
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lurisdiction
City of Calipatria

Site Address

_Zip Code

92233

023-210-019-000

115

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-024-000

116

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-031-000

117

City of Calipatria

512 East Barbara Street

92233

023-210-036-000

118

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-040-000

118

City of Calipatria

92233

023-263-005-000

120

City of Calipatria

92233

023-263-008-000

121

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-001-000

122

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-005-000

123

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-020-000

124

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-025-000

125

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-033-000

126

City of Calipatria

522 East Barbara Street

92233

023-210-037-000

127

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-041-000

128

City of Calipatria

473 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-002-000

129

City of Calipatria

92233

023-263-006-000

130

City of Calipatria

401 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-009-000

131

City of Calipatria

505 East California Street

92233

023-210-002-000

132

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-010-000

133

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-022-000

134

City of Calipatria

502 East Barbara Street

92233

023-210-030-000

135

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-035-000

136

City of Calipatria

545 East California Street

92233

023-210-039-000

137

City of Calipatria

535 California Street

92233

023-210-043-000

138

City of Calipatria

92233

023-263-004-000

139

City of Calipatria

92233

023-263-007-000

140

City of Calipatria

409 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-010-000

141

City of Calipatria

417 East Alexandria Street

52233

023-263-011-000

142

City of Calipatria

441 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-014-000

143

City of Calipatria

467 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-017-000

144

City of Calipatria

401 East Main Street

92233

023-332-001-000

145

City of Calipatria

92233

023-332-005-000

146

City of Calipatria

92233

023-332-009-000

147

City of Calipatria

92233

023-333-004-000

148

City of Calipatria

92233

023-333-008-000

149

City of Calipatria

92233

023-333-014-000

150

City of Calipatria

425 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-012-000

151

City of Calipatria

449 East Alexandria Street

92233

023-263-015-000
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Jurisdiction

Site Address

APN
023-270-001-000

152 | City of Calipatria 504 East Main Street 92233

153 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-332-006-000
154 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-332-010-000
155 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-333-006-000
156 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-333-009-000
157 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-333-015-000
158 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-263-013-000
159 | City of Calipatria 459 East Alexandria Street 92233 023-263-016-000
160 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-332-004-000
161 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-332-007-000
162 | City of Calipatria 205 South Industrial Avenue 92233 023-333-001-000
163 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-333-007-000
164 | City of Calipatria 202 South Brown Avenue 92233 023-333-012-000
165 | City of Calipatria 254 South Brown Avenue 892233 023-333-016-000
166 | City of Calipatria 260 Brown Avenue 92233 023-333-017-000
167 | City of Calipatria 553 & 555 East Main Street 92233 023-341-003-000
168 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-341-011-000
169 | City of Calipatria 502 East Alamo Street 92233 023-341-014-000
170 | City of Calipatria 520 East Alamo Street 92233 023-341-021-000
171 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-341-024-000
172 | City of Calipatria 617 East Main Street 92233 023-342-003-000
173 | City of Calipatria 635 East Main Street 92233 023-342-007-000
174 | City of Calipatria 684 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-013-000
175 | City of Calipatria 640 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-017-000
176 | City of Calipatria 501 East Main Street 92233 023-341-001-000
177 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-341-005-000
178 | City of Calipatria 514 East Alamo Street 92233 023-341-012-000
179 | City of Calipatria 590 East Alamo Street 92233 023-341-015-000
180 | City of Calipatria 529 Main Street 92233 023-341-022-000
181 | City of Calipatria 600 East Main Street 92233 023-342-001-000
182 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-004-000
183 | City of Calipatria 698 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-011-000
184 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-014-000
185 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-018-000
186 | City of Calipatria 507 East Main Street 92233 023-341-002-000
187 | City of Calipatria 585 East Main Street 92233 023-341-006-000
188 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-341-013-000
188 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-341-019-000
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Jurisdiction

Site Address

AN L
023-341-023-000

190 | City of Calipatria 565 East Main Street 92233

191 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-002-000
192 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-005-000
193 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-012-000
194 | City of Calipatria 654 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-016-000
195 | City of Calipatria 602 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-023-000
196 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-024-000
187 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-027-000
198 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-030-000
199 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-004-000
200 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-008-000
201 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-012-000
202 | City of Calipatria 670 East Bonita Street 92233 023-343-015-000
203 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-019-000
204 | City of Calipatria 614 East Bonita Street 92233 023-343-022-000
205 | City of Calipatria 651 East Alamo Street 92233 023-343-028-000
206 | City of Calipatria 616 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-025-000
207 | City of Calipatria 649 East Main Street 92233 023-342-028-000
208 | City of Calipatria 610 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-031-000
209 | City of Calipatria 625 East Alamo Street 92233 023-343-005-000
210 | City of Calipatria 681 East Alamo Street 92233 023-343-009-000
211 | City of Calipatria 680 East Bonita Street 92233 023-343-013-000
212 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-016-000
213 | City of Calipatria 626 East Bonita Street 92233 023-343-020-000
214 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-023-000
215 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-029-000
216 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-026-000
217 | City of Calipatria 655 East Main Street 52233 023-342-029-000
218 | City of Calipatria 601 East Alamo Street 92233 023-343-001-000
219 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-006-000
220 | City of Calipatria 201 South East Avenue 92233 023-343-010-000
221 | City of Calipatria 674 East Bonita Street 92233 023-343-014-000
222 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-017-000
223 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-021-000
224 | City of Calipatria 226 South Commercial Avenue 92233 023-343-024-000
225 | City of Calipatria 505 East Alamo Street 892233 023-344-003-000
226 | City of Calipatria 525 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-004-000
227 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-009-000
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Jurisdiction

Site Address

APN
023-344-013-000

228 | City of Calipatria 587 East Alamo Street 92233

229 | City of Calipatria 570 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-019-000
230 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-022-000
231 | City of Calipatria 502 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-027-000
232 | City of Calipatria 580 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-030-000
233 | City of Calipatria 513 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-002-000
234 | City of Calipatria 591 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-011-000
236 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-351-015-000
236 | City of Calipatria 533 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-005-000
237 | City of Calipatria 565 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-010-000
238 | City of Calipatria 589 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-014-000
239 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-020-000
240 | City of Calipatria 520 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-025-000
241 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-028-000
242 | City of Calipatria 501 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-034-000
243 | City of Calipatria 517 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-003-000
244 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-351-012-000
245 | City of Calipatria 535 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-016-000
246 | City of Calipatria 555 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-008-000
247 | City of Calipatria 577 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-011-000
248 | City of Calipatria 593 East Alamo Street 92233 023-344-015-000
249 | City of Calipatria 560 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-021-000
250 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-026-000
251 | City of Calipatria 530 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-029-000
252 | City of Calipatria 505 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-001-000
253 | City of Calipatria 589 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-010-000
254 | City of Calipatria 548 East Bonita Place 92233 023-351-014-000
255 | City of Calipatria 550 East Bonita Place 92233 023-351-017-000
256 | City of Calipatria 552 East Bonita Place 92233 023-351-018-000
257 | City of Calipatria 605 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-001-000
258 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-352-004-000
259 | City of Calipatria 669 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-009-000
260 | City of Calipatria 620 East Bonita Place 92233 023-352-013-000
261 | City of Calipatria 651 East Bonita Place 92233 023-353-014-000
262 | City of Calipatria 511 East Bonita Place 92233 023-354-001-000
263 | City of Calipatria 551 East Bonita Place 92233 023-354-004-000
264 | City of Calipatria 452 South Commercial Avenue 92233 023-354-012-000
265 | City of Calipatria 554 East Bonita Place 92233 023-351-019-000
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1 JOE

023-352-002-000

266 | City of Calipatria 621 East Bonita Street 92233

267 | City of Calipatria 685 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-010-000
268 | City of Calipatria 639 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-015-000
269 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-353-015-000
270 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-354-002-000
271 | City of Calipatria 585 East Bonita Place 92233 023-354-005-000
272 | City of Calipatria 466 South Commercial Avenue 52233 023-354-013-000
273 | City of Calipatria 531 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-020-000
274 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-352-003-000
275 | City of Calipatria 669 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-008-000
276 | City of Calipatria 690 East Bonita Place 92233 023-352-012-000
277 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-353-016-000
278 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-354-003-000
279 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-354-011-000
280 | City of Calipatria 466 South Commercial Avenue 92233 023-354-014-000
281 | City of Calipatria 446 South Commercial Avenue 92233 023-354-006-000
282 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-354-010-000
283 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-354-015-000
284 | City of Calipatria 451 South Brown Avenue 92233 023-354-019-000
285 | City of Calipatria 463 South Brown Avenue 92233 023-354-018-000
286 | City of Calipatria 475 South Brown Avenue 92233 023-354-017-000
287 | City of Calipatria 487 South Brown Avenue 92233 023-354-016-000
288 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-352-011-000
289 | City of Calipatria 614 East Bonita Place 92233 023-352-014-000
290 | City of Calipatria 643 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-007-000
291 | City of Calipatria 641 East Bonita Street 92233 023-352-017-000
292 | City of Calipatria 553 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-009-000
293 | City of Calipatria 545 East Bonita Street 92233 023-351-006-000
294 | City of Calipatria 686 East Bonita Street 92233 023-343-011-000
295 | City of Calipatria 661 East Alamo Street 92233 023-343-027-000
296 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-343-030-000
297 | City of Calipatria 590 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-016-000
298 | City of Calipatria 554 East Bonita Street 92233 023-344-023-000
299 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-012-000
300 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-344-035-000
301 | City of Calipatria 668 East Alamo Street 92233 023-342-015-000
302 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-010-000
303 | City of Calipatria 92233 023-342-006-000
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304

City of Calipatria

Site Address

530 East Alamo Street

Zip Code

92233

023-341-020-000

305

City of Calipatria

595 East Main Street

92233

023-341-007-000

306

City of Calipatria

92233

023-333-010-000

307

City of Calipatria

92233

023-333-011-000

308

City of Calipatria

92233

023-332-012-000

309

City of Calipatria

92233

023-332-011-000

310

City of Calipatria

92233

023-332-008-000

311

City of Calipatria

402 East Barbara Street

92233

023-202-010-000

312

City of Calipatria

92233

023-202-021-000

313

City of Calipatria

92233

023-202-023-000 |

314

City of Calipatria

92233

023-202-024-000

315

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-023-000

316

City of Calipatria

530 East California Street

92233

023-210-045-000

317

City of Calipatria

92233

023-210-044-000

318

City of Calipatria

525 East California Street

92233

023-210-046-000

319

City of Calipatria

405, 417, 520, 534, 538, 55
Brown Avenue

92233

023-152-006-000

320

City of Calipatria

549 East Delta Street

92233

023-152-024-000

321

City of Calipatria

534 East Delta Street

92233

023-151-019-000

322

City of Calipatria

528 East Delta Street

92233

023-151-030-000

323

City of Calipatria

522 Delta Street

92233

023-151-033-000

324

City of Calipatria

476 East Delta Street

92233

023-142-005-000

325

City of Calipatria

92233

023-142-014-000

326

City of Calipatria

578 East Elder Street

92233

023-112-031-000

327

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-020-000

328

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-021-000

329

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-010-000

330

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-006-000

331

City of Calipatria

92233

023-103-004-000

332

City of Calipatria

92233

023-102-010-000

333

City of Calipatria

235 East Main Street

92233

023-321-029-000

334

City of Calipatria

92233

023-321-003-000

335

City of Calipatria

92233

023-321-002-000

336

City of Calipatria

201 East Main Street

92233

023-321-001-000
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1.0 Introduction

1.1Introduction/Overview

The City of Calipatria Housing Element identifies the need for residential development at
various densities and at different affordability levels. According to the Cycle 6 City of
Calipatria Housing Element, housing development within the city has remained stagnant
since 2011 with only two housing units being developed in that time period. During their
analysis of the vacant parcels within the city, it was determined that the eastern half of
the city has remained severely underdeveloped and holds most of the identified vacant
parcels in the city optimal for a variety of residential and mixed-use developments. In
furtherance of the Housing Element goals, objectives, and policies, the City is developing
the Eastside Specific Plan to both encourage and facilitate buildout in this
underdeveloped segment of the city. As a planning document, the Eastside Specific Plan
will not approve or entitle any development within the project area. All future
developments will still be required to comply with all the provisions of the California
Envirenmental Quality Act (CEQA), Imperial County Air Pollution Control District
(ICAPCD) requirements, and any other federal, state. or local requirements as applicable
to the project. Furthermore, compliance with all the mitigation measures listed in this
IS/MND will also be required as applicable. The segment of the city encompassing the
Eastside Specific Plan is currently composed of the following zoning designations:

e R-1 (Low Density Residential)

¢ R-2 (Medium Density Multi-Family Residential)
» R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential)

e CP (Commercial Professional)

¢ 0S-G (General Open Space)

e DC (Downtown Core)

* M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing and Industrial)

The Eastside Specific Plan will rezone large segments of the city bordering and south of
Main Street (State Route 115) as shown on the vicinity map on page 6 of the IS/MND.
Properties bordering Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned from CP and R-2 to
RC (Residential Commercial Mixed-Use) which will permit single and multi-family
developments along with light commercial uses. While medium commercial uses will be
allowed, said uses will be limited to the acquisition of either a conditional use permit or
minor use permit. This procedure will review all aspects of the proposed developments to
ensure that all potential impacts to surrounding residential developments are eliminated
or reduced to a less than significant amount. Additionally, commercial developments
adjacent to residential developments are required to follow stricter development

4|Page
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standards, such as increased setbacks, to further reduce the impacts said developments
may have to adjacent residential uses. Properties south of Main Street (State Route 115)
will be rezoned from M-2, R-2, and R-3 to RI (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use). This new
designation will allow all types of residential developments along with light industrial uses.
Like the RC zone, all light industrial developments in the RI zone are allowed while
medium industrial developments will be subject to either a conditional use permit and
minor use permit and will be subject to stricter development standards to reduce the
impact to surrounding residential developments to a less than significant amount. A small
segment across the railroad tracks along Main Street (State Route 115) will be rezoned
from DC to Cl (Commercial Industrial) which will retain the existing commercial uses but
will also permit light industrial uses. Any heavier industrial or commercial use will require
either a conditional use permit or minor use permit and will follow stricter development
standards when adjacent to a residential development. All existing OS-G and R-1 zones
north of Main Street (State Route 115) will remain unchanged.

The City of Calipatria distributed the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/IMND)
for the Eastside Specific Plan for public review on June 30, 2023, with the public review
period ending on July 31, 2020. The draft IS/MND was further submitted to the State
Clearinghouse for review. Three comment letters were received during the comment
period. These letters are from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the
California Department of Transportation (DOT), and the Imperial Irrigation District (/D).
These letters are further discussed in this document.

The IS/MND has been prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA, California Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq.), and in accordance
with the Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA (14 CCR 15000 et seq.). This IS/MND
will be used by the City (as the lead state agency), in conjunction with other information
developed in the City’s formal record, to act on the Eastside Specific Plan in support of
the provision of new land use strategies and infrastructure goals for the eastern portion
of the City. Under CEQA requirements, the city will adopt this IS/MND if, based on the
whole record, including the Initial Study and comments received, it determines that there
is no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment
(CEQA Guidelines, Section 15074(b)).

2.0 Comments and Response to Comments

2.1 Introduction

This chapter includes all comments received on the draft IS/MND during the 30-day public
and agency review period. No new significant environmental impacts or issues, beyond
those already identified in the IS/MND for the Eastside Specific Plan were raised during
the public review period. Acting as lead agency under CEQA, the City of Calipatria

5 | P a ge

163



directed responses to the comments received on the draft IS/MND.

2.2 List of Commenters

The individuals and representatives of organizations and agencies that submitted written

comments on the IS/MND are listed on Table 1
from the letters listed in Table 1 below, the City
and four emails for the Eastside Specific Plan
beginning on May 23, 2025, and ending on Jun
from residents requesting additional information
emails was a written request to
Specific Plan, another was to req
to offer contracting services to the ci
None of the inquiries provided comm
further mention of these communicat

Table 1. List of Commenters on the MND

below. It is important to note that apart
of Calipatria received three phone calls
during the second public review period
e 23, 2025. The three phone calls were
on the Eastside Specific Plan. One of the
receive notice of future activities regarding the Eastside
uest additional project information, and the final two were
ty for future developments within the project area.
ents on the Eastside Specific Plan ISIMND, thus no
ions is necessary.

Comments Received by the City of Calipatria
No. Individual or Signatory Affiliation Date
' | Frgram anagor ™! | Sottomia Dopatmant | 117, 028
2 | Maurice A. Eaton, Branch Chief gfa.ﬂgggoefa‘fi?]:me”t August 17, 2023
| Ay e |l a5t o
e e
5 Brian B. Flyn Lozeau Drury LLP June 23, 2025
il e T e
| 7| Kimberty Dodson, Branch Chief gﬂ:‘;;’g?ﬁf@ﬁme”t July 24,2025 |

2.3 Requirements for Responding to Comments

CEQA Guidelines Section 15088 requires that lead agencies evaluate all comments on
environmental issues received on the IS/MND and prepare a written response. CEQA
Guidelines Section 15088 also recommends that where the response to comments
results in revisions to the IS/MND, those revisions should be noted as a revision to the
IS/MND or in a separate section of this Errata and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting

6|Page
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Program. Revisions are reflected in the Errata, Section 3.0 of this document,

2.4 Comments and Response to Comments

Written comments on the IS/MND are reproduced on the following pages, along with
responses to those comments. To assist in referencing comments and responses, the
letters are coded using numbers (e.g., Comment Letter 1) and each issue raised in the
comment letter is assigned a number that correlates with the number (e.g. 1-1, 1-2, 1-3,
etc.).

Where changes to the IS/MND text result from responding to comments, those changes
are included in the response and demarcated with revision marks (underline for new text,
strike-out for deleted text). Comment-initiated text revisions to the IS/MND and minor
staff-initiated changes are compiled in their entirety and are demarcated with revision
marks in Chapter 3.0, Errata, of this IS/MND.

7|Pa
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Letter 1 - California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Kim Freeburn, (Pg. 1 of 15)

.
1 iformia —t 2 Anency Mmmiﬁ "o
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director £ E

Inland Deserts Region e
3602 Inland Empine Bivd, Suite C-220 "

Critario, SA 91764
v wildlile.ca gow

August 17, 2023
Sent via e-mail

Laura Gutierrez

City Manager

City of Calipatria

125 North Park Ave
Calipatria, CA 92233

CITY OF CALIPATRIA EASTSIDE SPECIFIC PLAN (PROJECT)
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND)
SCH#: 2023070424

Dear Ms. Gutierrez;

The California Depariment of Fish and Wiidlife (COFW) recelved a Notice of Intent to
Adopt an MND fram the City of Calipatria for the Project pursuant the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines '

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. Likewise, we
appreciate the oppartunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project that
CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the exercise of its own
regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California's Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§711.7,
subd. (2) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a})
CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (/d.. § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of CEQA,
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public agency
environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential lo adversely affect fish and wildiife resources. 1-2

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub,
Resources Code, § 21069, CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need
lo exercise regulatery authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code, As proposed, for
example, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed alteration regulatory
autharity. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, o the extent implementation of the
Project as proposed may result in “take" as defined by State law of any specles protected
under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.),
the project proponent may seek related take authorization as provided by the Fish and
Game Code. ——

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY
Proponent: Cily of Calipatria

Objective: The Project proposes land-use changes to accommodate future development
of an approximate 133.38-acre site for housing units, commercial use, and industrial use. 13
The northern portion of the site would consist of single-family housing developments with a
portion set aside for open space. The centrai portion of the site would consist of singla-
family housing developments and residential commercial mixed-use. The southern portion
of the site would consist of residential commercial mixed-use and residential industrial

1 CEQA is codified in the Califormia Public Resourees Cade in section 21000 elseq The '‘CEQA Guicelines”
&re found inTitle 14 of the California Code of Reguiatiors, commencing with section 15000,
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Letter 1 - California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Kim Freeburn, (Pg. 2 of 15)

Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
City of Calipatria

August 17, 2023

Page 2

mixed-use. The parcels situated west of 5 Railroad Ave would accommedate commercial
industrial usa.

The Project would require a Re-Zene and Ganeral Plan Amendment to change the existing
City Zoning land use designation from R-1 (Low Density Residential), R-2 (Madium

Density Residential), R-3 (High Density Residential), 0S-G (Open Space/Recreation}, CP
(General Commercial), M-2 {(Heavy Industry), and DC {Downtown District) to R-1 (Low
Density Residential), RC (Commercial Residential Mixed-Use), RI (Industrial Residential
Mibed-Use), 0S-G (Open Space/Recreational), and CI (Commercial Industrial).

Location: The Project is localed east of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, norh of 13
Date Street, and west of East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria in Imperial
County, California {33.127419", -115.505458°). The Project site encompasses
undeveloped land, housing developments, and commaercial facilities. The Project site is
surrounded by agricultural fields along the north and east boundaries, and agriculture
manufacturing facilities and housing developments along the west and south beundaries,
Additionally, an abutling canal runs along the northern and eastern boundaries of the
Project site.

Timeframe: None provided.
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

COFW has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife,
native piants, and habitat necessary for biolegically sustainable populations of those
species (ie., biological resources). CDFW offers the comments and recommendations
below to assist the City of Callpatria in adequalely identifying and/or mitigating the
Project's significant, or potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife
(biological) resources. The MND has not adequately identified and disclosed the Project's
impacts (i.e., direct, indirect, and cumulative) to biological resources and whether those 14
impacts are less than significant,

CDFW's comments and recommendations on the MMD are explained in greater detall
below and summarized here, The MWD lacks a complete and accurate assessment of
biological resources on the Project site. COFW recommends that additional information
and analyses be added to a revised MND, along with avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation measures that reduce impacts to less than significant.

Project Description

CEQA Is predicated on a complete and accurate description of the proposed Project
Without a complete and accurate project description, the MND likely provides an
incomplete assessment of Project-related impacts to biological resources, CDFW has
identified gaps in Information related to the project description,

The MND does nof identify the Assessor's Parcel Numbers over which the proposed
Project will take place. The MND should clearly identify the area and extent of the
proposed Project. 1-6

Aithough the intant of the MND is to propose City Zoning changes that would allow for
future residential, industrial, and commercial development, COFW is concemed that future
Project activities including, but not fimited to, utility extensions and stormwater
improvements have the potential to pose a significant impact to biological resources and
have not been adequately described in the MND (see “Timing of Construction and
Construction Aclivities” section below). COFW recommends that the City of Calipatria
analyze all potential impacts to biological resources resulting from future development of
the proposed Project area and include avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures
that would reduce impacts to a level less than significant.

isting Environmental Seitin
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Letter 1 - California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Kim Freeburn, (Pg. 3 of 15)

Laura Gutierrez, Clty Manager
City of Calipatria

August 17, 2023

Page 3

Compliance with CEQA is predicated on a complele and accurate description of the
environmental setting that may be affected by the proposed Project, COFW is concemed
thal the assessment of the existing environmental setting has not been adequately
analyzed in the MND. COFW is concerned that without a complete and accurate
description of the existing environmental setting, the MMD may provide an incomplete
analysis of Project-related envirenmental impacts

CDFW is concemed that no biological fleld assessment was conducied for the MND. The 16
Project site has the potential to support wildlife including speclal-status species because of
the presence of vegetation, open land, two canals, and adjacency to agricultural fields. A
complete and accurate assessment of the environmental sefting and Project-related
impacts to biological resources is needed fo both identify appropriate avoidance,
minimization, and mitigatien measures and demenstrate that these measures aveid or
reduce Project impacts to less than significant.

Mitigati

CDFW is concerned that the mitigation measures proposed in the MND are not adequate
to avoid or reduce impacts to binlogical resources to less than significant. To support the
City of Calipatna in ensuring that Project impacts to biological resources are reduced o a

level that is less than significant, CDFW recommends adding mitigation measures for the 1-7
assassment of biolegical resources, nesting birds, burrowing owl (Athene cunicularfa),
construction noise, artificial nighttime light, and CDFW's Lake and Streambed Alteration
Program.

. Project Description and Related impact Shortcoming
COMMENT #1: Timing of Construction and Construction Activities
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) document, Page #2 and 14

Issue: The MND does not analyze impacts fo biological resources associated with the
timing of Project construction and potential construction activities,

Specific impact: Tha intent of the MND is to propose City Zoning changes on the
Project’s parcels that would allow for future residentfal, industrial, and commercial
development. However, the MND should acknowledge that if the Project site is left
vacant or left graded and inactive in the interim period between canstruction phases,
environmental conditions may change. Grading and leaving a site inactive may result in
the area becoming occupied by wildiife that utilize disturbed areas (e g., ground
squirrals and burrowing owls). The MND (p. 2) states “due to the stagnation of heusing
develapment within the city, only two residential developments have been constructed
befween 2011 and 2022." As demonstrated, there is 2 potential for an extended 1-8
timeframe for development on the Project site, which may result in the area changing
and becoming cccupied by wildlife that utilize disturbed areas.

Additionally, the MND (p. 14) states that "utility extensions will impact undisturbed
areas that may affect biological resources. The Project proponent has not adequately
addressed stormwater issues and potential imprevements have yet to be identified.
Addressing the stormwater issue may result in improvements that could impact
biclogical resources.”" A complete description of these Project activities and analyses of
impacis to biclogical resources resulting from the Project activities is lacking in the
MND.

Evidence impact would be significant: CEQA is predicated on a complete and
accurate description of the proposed Project. Without a complete and accurate project
description, the MND likely provides an incomplete assessment of Project-related
impacts o biclogical resources. COFW has identified gaps in information related to the
project description.

10|Pag
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CDFW Recommendations: A revised MND should analyze impacts to biclogical
resources resulting from an extended timeline for Project activities, pauses in
construction, and impacis due to specific construction activities such as ufility
extensions and stormwater Improvements. The revised MND should acknowledge that
wildlife may move into disturbed or graded sites when construction Is paused. The 1.8
revised MND should also acknowledge that preconstruction surveys for biological
resources will need to be repeated prior Project activities and after pauses in
construction to assess the presance of biological resources and to avoid or reduce
impacts to less than significant.

COMMENT #2: Landscaping
IS/MND document, Section XVIIl, Page #44, MFS-1

Issue: The MND lacks a description of the type of landscaping that will be Installed and
maintained over the life of the Project.

Specific impact: Mitigation measure MFS-1 states (p. 44} “the Gity will require
developers to implement landscaping, primarily trees, within the project area. Any trees
that are planned for removal will be replaced or relocated within the project site when
possible.” However, no furlher details are provided.

Evidence impact would be significant: CEQA is predicated an a complete and
accurate description of the proposed Project. Without a complete and accurate project
description, the MND likely provides an incomplete assessment of Project-related
Impacts to biological resources. COFW has identified gaps in information related to the
project dascription.

CDFW Recommendation: To ameliorate the water demands of this Project, COFW
recommends incorporation of water-wise concepts in any Project landscape design
plans. In particular, CDFW recommends xeriscaping with locally nafive California
species and installing water-efficient and targeted irrigation systems (such as drip
irrigation). Mative plants support butterflies, birds, reptiles, amphibians, small mammals,
bees, and other pollinators that evolved with those plants, more information on native
plants suitable for the Project location and nearby nurseries is availabla at CALSCAPE:
hiipsicalscape.org/. Local water agencies/districts and resource conservation districts
in your area may be able to provide informatian on plant nurseres that carry locally
nalive species, and some facilities display drought-tolerant locally native specles
demonstration gardens. Information on drought-tolerant landscaping and water-efficient
irmigation systems is available on Califonia’s Save our Water website:

bitps:Ysaveourwater comy.
Il. Environmental Seiting and Related Impact Shortcoming

COMMENT #3: Assessment of Biological Resources
IS/MND document, Section Iv, Pages #14-17

Issue: The MND does not adequately identify the Project's significant, or potentiaily
significant, impacts to biological resources.

Specific Impact: The MND (p. 16) states the Praject site contains vegetation and the 1-10
potential to suppert burrowing owl. However, the MND lacks a recent ganeral field
assessment of biological resources located within the Projec! foatprint and surrounding
areas, and no focused or protocol-level surveys were performed for the detection of
special-stafus species. CDOFW is concernad about the potential for special-status
species to occur on or near the Project site. The Praject is surrounded by vacant land
to the north, east, and south, and there is potential for special-status species lo be
impacted either directly or indirectly by Project activities, The California Natural
Diversity Database {CNDDB) and Biegeographic Information and Observation System
[BIOS) indicate that eccurrences of ESA-listed, CESA-listed, or other special-status
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species have been reported near the Project area including, but not limited ko:
mauntain plover (Charadrius montanus), burrowing owl (Athene cunicufaria), black-
tailed gnatcatcher (Polfopiifa mefanura), California black rail (Laterallus jfamaicensis
caturniculus), Yuma Ridgway's rail (Rallus obsolelus yumanensis), loggerhead shrike
\Lanius ludovicianus), and lowland leopard frog (Rana yavapaiensis),

Recent surveys during the appropriate limes of the year are neaded fo inform and
idantify potential impacts to biological resources; inform appropriate avoldance,
minimization, and mitigation measures; and to determine whether impacts lo biological
resources have been mitigated to a level that is less than significant. COFW generally
cansiders fleld assessments for wildlife to be valid for a one-year period, and
assassmenis for rare plants may be considered valid for a period of up to three years.

Evidence impact would be significant: Compliance with CEQA is predicated on a
complete and accurate description of the environmental setting that may be affected by
the proposed Project. COFW is concerned that the assessment of the existing
environmental setfing with respect to biclogical resources has not been adequately
analyzed In the MND. COFW is concerned that without a complete and accurate
description of the existing environmental setting, the MND likely provides an incomplete
or inaccurate analysis of Project-related environmental impacts and whether those
impacts have been mitigated to a level that is less than significant. Section 15125(c) of
the CEQA Guidelines states that knowledge of the regional selting of a project is crilical
1o the assessment of environmental impacls, that special emphasis should be placed
on environmental resources that are rare or unique to the region, and that significant
environmental impacts of the proposed Project are adequately investigated and
discussed. 110

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure:

To establish the existing environmental satting with respec! to biological resources,
CDFW recommends that a revised MMD include the following mitigation measure;

Mitigation Measure BIO{A]: Assessment of Biological Resources

Prior to Project construction activities, a complete and recent inventory of
rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species located within the
Project footprint and within offsite areas with the polential to be affected,
including California Species of Special Concern (CS5C) and California Fully
Protected Species (Fish and Game Code § 3511}, will be completed. Species
to be addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA definition
(CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address seasonal variations
in use of the Project area and should not be limited to resident spacies.
Focused species-specific surveys, completed by a qualified biclogist and
conducted at the appropriate time of year and time of day when the sensitive
species are active or otherwise identifiable are required. Acceptable species-
specific survey procedures should be developed in consultation with COFW
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where necessary. Note that COFW
generally considers biological field assessments for wildlife to be valid for a
one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may be considered valid for
a period of up to three years. Some aspects of the proposed Project may
warrani periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the
Project is proposed to occur over a protracted time frame, or in phases, or if
surveys are completed during periods of drought.

Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, section 15087(f), CDFW has prepared a draft
mitigation monitering and reporting program (MMRP} for CDFW-recommended MM-
BIO [A] through [F] (see Attachment 1).

lil. Mitigation Measure or Alternative and Related Impact Shortcoming

COMMENT #4: CDFW Lake and Streambed Alteration {LSA) Program

12 | Fart
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IS/MND document, Section IV, Page #18, MM BIO-1

Issue: The MND acknowledges that drainage canals are located in proximity to the
proposed Project but does not include mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts
to 2 level less than significant.

Specific impact: The MND (p. 15) indicates that bwo canals run along the northem and
easlern boundaries of the Project site. COFW review af aerlal imagery confirms the
location of the twa drainage canals located narth and east of the Project site, named D
Drain and E Drain. Drainage canals and ditches may provide suitable habitat for
biclogical resaurces, including burrowing owl? and lowland leopard frog?. Patential
direct and indirect impacts lo the canals and associated fish and wildlife resources,
such as burrowing owl and lowland leopard frog, resutting from Project construction are
subject to notification under Fish and Game Code section 1602,

Evidence impact would be significant: Fish and Game Cade saction 1602 requires
an entity to notify COFW prior to commencing any activity that may do one or more of
the fallawing: substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream, or
lake; substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel ar bank of any
river, stream, or lake; or deposit debris, waste or other materials that could pass inte
any river, straam or lake. Note that “any river, stream or lake" includes those that are
episodic {i.e., those that are dry for periods of time) as well as those that are perennial
{i.e., those that flow year-round). This includes ephemeral streams, desert washes, and
watercourses with a subsurface flow. It may also apply to work undertaken within the
flood plain of a body of water. Upon receipt of a complete netification, CDFW
determines if the proposed Project activities may substantiafty adversely affect existing
fish and wildlife resources and whether a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA)
Agreement is required. An LSA Agreement includes measures necessary to protect
existing fish and wildlife resources. CDFW may suggest ways Io madify the Project that
would eliminate or reduce harmful impacts to fish and wildlife resources, COFW's
issuance of an LSA Agreement s a "project” subject to CEQA (see Pub. Resources
Code § 21085). Early consultation with CDFW is recommended since modification of
the proposed Project may be required to avoid or reduce impacts to fish and wildlife
resaurces. To submit a Lake or Streambed Alferation netificatian, visit:
htlps:iiwildlife.ca.goy/Consernvation/Enyironmental-Review/LSA.

Recommended Patentially Feasible Mitigation Measure:

Although the MND includes Mitigation Measure BIO-1 for biological assessment of
agricultural drains, CDFW considers the measure to be insufficient In scope and timing
lo reduce impacts ta a level less than significant. CDFW recommends the City of
Calipatria include the following additional mitigation measure in a revised MMD:

MM BIO{B]: Lake and Stream Alteration {LSA) Program

Prior to Project-activities and issuance of any grading permit, the Project
Sponsor shall obtain written correspondence from the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) stating that notification under section 1602 of the
Fish and Game Code is not required for the Project, or the Project Sponsor
shall obtain a COFW-executed Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement,
authorizing impacts to Fish and Game Code section 1602 resources
associated with the Project.

COMMENT #5: Nesting Birds

IS/MND document, Section IV, Pages #14-17 and 30

# Coufombe, H.N, 1971, Bahaviar and poputation ecolagy of the burrawing owl, Spechyfo cumiculara, in the
Imperial Valley of Califarria, The Condor 136(1): 143148,
 htipsdirem.dio oa. poviFile Hander ashy Ioocoment I0e1 SUSSGELinling
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Issue: CDFW is concemmed that the MND does not sufficiently identify Project impacts
te nesting birds or ensure that impacts are mitigated to a level less than significant,

Specific impact: The MND (p. 16) indicates that "nesting birds may be present in on-
site vegetation and could be impacted during consiruction of future projects,” and (p.
-30) the Project site is within a resource area for the black-talled gnatcatcher {Palioptita
melanura). COFW is concerned about the impacts to nesting birds including loss of
nesting/foraging habitat and potential take from ground-disturbing activities and
construction, Additienally, the timing of the nesting seasan varies greatly depending on
several factors, such as bird species, weather condifions in any given year, and lang-
term climate changes (e.q., drought, warming, etc.), COFW staff have cbserved that
climate change conditions may result in nesting bird season oecurring earlier and later
in the year than historical nesfing season dates. CDFW recommends the completion of
nesting bird surveys regardiess of the time of year to ensure compliance with all
applicable laws pertaining to nesting and migratory birds.

Evidence impact would be significant: It is the Project proponent's responsibility to
comply with all applicable |laws related to nesting birds and birds of prey. Fish and
Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 afford protective measures as follows:
Fish and Game Code s2ction 3503 states thal it is unlawful fo take, possess, or
needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as ofherwise pravided by Fish
and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto. Fish and Game Code
section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take, pessess, ot destroy any birds in the orders
Faiconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) arto take, possess, or destroy the nest or
€ggs of any such bird except as otherwise provided by Fish and Game Code or any
regulation adopted pursuant thereto. Fish and Game Code section 3513 makes it
unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird except as provided by rules
and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the Interior under provisions of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 U.5.C. § 703 et seq.).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure:

CDFW recommends the revised MND include specific avoidance and minimization
measures to ensure that impaets to nesting birds do not ooccur. Project-specific
avoidance and minimization measures may include, but are not limited to, Projest
phasing and timing, monitaring of Project-related noise (where appiicable), sound walls,
and buffers, where appropriate. CDFW recommends that disturbanca af ocoupied nests
of migratory birds and raptors within the Project site be avolded any time birds are
nesting on-site. Preconstruction nesting bird surveys shall be performed within 3 days
prior to Project activities to determine the presence and location of nesting birds.
CDFW recommends the City of Calipatria include Mitigation Measure BIO-[C] ina
revised MND as follows:

MM BIO-[C]: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall be performed by a
qualified avian biologist no more than 3 days prior to vegetation removal or
ground-disturbing activities. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both
direct and indirect evidence of nesting, including nest locations and nesting
behavior. The qualified avian biologist will make every effort to avoid potential
nest predation as a result of survey and monitoring efforts. If active nests are
found during the pre-construction nesting bird surveys, a qualified biclogist
shall establish an appropriate nest buffer to be marked on the ground. Nest
buffers are species specific and shall be at least 300 feet for passerines and
500 feet for raptors. A smaller or larger buffer may be determined by the
qualified biologist familiar with the nesting phenology of the nesting species
and based on nest and buffer monitoring results. Established buffers shall
remain on site until a qualified biologist determines the young have fledged or
the nest is no longer active. Active nests and adequacy of the established
buffer distance shall be monitored daily by the qualified biologist until the
qualified biclogist has determined the young have fledged or the Project has
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been completed, The qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if
nesting pairs exhibit signs of disturbance.

COMMENT #6: Burrowing Owl Surveys
ISIMND document, Section IV, Pages #14-17

Issue: COFW is concerned that the MND does not sufficiently identify Project Impacts
to burrowing owl (Atfiens cunicularia) or ensure that impacls are mitigated to a level
less than significant.

Specific impact: The MND {p. 15) indicates that if is possible to have burrowing owls
present on the Project site "due fo manmade features such as the imigation canals,
ditches, drains, and the cultivation of agricultural crops within the region ” The MND (p
16) also states that the manmade features may result In "owls creating nests within the
brims and banks of agricultural fields. Thus, there is potential conflicts to aceur
regarding Burrowing Owis." Burrowing owls have a high peotential to move inte
disturbed sites prior to and during construction activities. Impacts to burrowing owl from
the Project could include take of burrowing owls, their nests, or eggs: destroying
nesting or foraging habitat; or impacting burrowing owl papulations through changes in
vegetation via the destruction, conversion, or degradation of burrowing owl habitat.
Impacts can result from grading, earthmeoving, burrow blockage, heavy equipment
compagtion and crushing of burrows, and other activities. Changes in vegetatien can
result fram the destruction, conversion, or degradation of nesting, foraging, or over-
wintering habitats; destruction of natural burrows, and general Project disturbance that
has the potential to harass owis at occupied burrows.

Evidence impact would be significant: Burrowing owl is a Califomia Species of
Special Concern. Take of individual burrowing owls and their nests is defined by Fish
and Game Code section 86, and prohibited by sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513. Fish 1-13
and Game Code section 3513 makes It unlawful to take or possess any migratory
nongame bird except as provided by rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of
the Interiar under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16
U.5.C. § 703 etseq.).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure:

CDFW recommends that prior to commencing Project activities for all phases of Project
construction, surveys for burrowing owl be conducted for the enfirely of the Project site
by a qualified biokgist in accordance with the Staff Repart an Burrowing Owl Mifigation
(CDFG 2012 or masl recent version). CDFW recommends the City of Calipatria include
a Mitigation Measure BIO-[D] in a revised MND as follows:

MM BIO-[D]: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than 60 days prior to the start of Projectrelated activities, a
burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be conducted by a qualified biclogist
according to the specifications of the Staff Reporf on Burrowing Owl
Mitigation (Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most recent
version).

If the habitat assessment demanstrates suitable burrowing owl habitat, then
focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in
accordance with the Staff Raport on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most
recent version). If burrowing awls are detecled during the focused surveys,
the qualified biologist and Project proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl
Plan that shall be submitted to COFW for review and approval prior o
commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe
proposed avoidance, monitoring, relocation, minimization, andior mitigation
actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and location of
occupied burrow sites, acres of burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted,

15| P a
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details of site monitoring, and details on proposed buffers and other
avoidance measures if avoidance is propoesed. If impacts to occupied
burrowing owl habitat or burrow cannot be avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan
shall also describe minimization and compensatory mitigation actions that
will be implemented. Proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and
closure should only be considered as a last resort, after all other options have
been evaluated as exclusion Is not in itself an avoidance, minimization, or
mitigation method and has the possibility o result in take. The Burrowing Owl
Plan shall identify compensatory mitigation fer the temporary or permanent
loss of accupied burrow(s) and habitat consistent with the “Mitigation
Impacts"” section of the 2012 Staff Report and shall implement CDFW-
approved mitigation prior to initiation of Project activities. If impacis to
occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding
adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat Is
available nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of artificial
burrows (numbers, location, and type of burrows) and management acfivities 1-13
for relocated owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The
Project proponent shail implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following COFW
and USFWS review and approval.

Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted no less than 14
days prior to the stari of Project-related activities and within 24 hours prior to
ground disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl
Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). Preconstruction surveys should be
performed by a quaiified biologist following the recormmendations and
guidelines provided in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If the
preconstruction surveys confimm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project
activities shall be immediately halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate
with COFW and prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted fo
CDFW and USPFWS for review and approval prior to commencing Project
activities.

COMMENT #7: Construction Noise
I3/MND document, Section XII, Pages #33-34

Issue: The MND does not include sufficient mifigation measures to avoid or reduce
impacis to biological resources from construction noise to a level less than significant.

Specific impact: The MND (p. 33) states the Project would result in a substantial
temporary noise increase from the operation of equipment for on-site canstruction
activities which can reach up to 80 dBA but includes no analysis of the impacis of
construction noise on biological resourees. These levels excaed exposure levals that
may adversely affect wildlife species at 55 to 60 dBA,

Evidence impact would be significant: Construction may result in substantial noise
through road use, equipment, and other Project-related activities. This may adversely 1-14
affect wildlife species in several ways as wildlife responses te neise can ogour at
exposure lavels of only 55 ta B0 dB (Barber et al. 2008). Anthropogenic noise can
disrupt the communication of many wildlife species including frogs, birds, and bats (Sun
and Narins 2003, Patricelli and Blickley 2006, Gillam and McCracken 2007,
Slabbekoorn and Ripmeester 2008). Neise can alsa affect predator-prey relationships
as many nocturnal animals such as bats and owls primarlly use auditory cures (Le,,
hearing) to hunt. Additionally, many prey species increase their vigilance behavior
when exposed to noise because they need to rely more on visual detection of predators
when auditory cues may be masked by noise (Rabin et al, 2006, Quinn et al. 2017).
Molse has also been shown to reduce the density of nesting birds (Francis et al. 2009)
and cause increased stress that resulls in decreased immune responses (Kight and
Swaddle 204 1).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure:

1B|Page
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Because of the polential for construction noise to negatively impact wildlife, COFW
recammends a revised MND include an analysis of impacts to biclogical resources and
specific aveidance and minimization measures to ensure that impacts to wildlife are
avoided or reduced to less than significant. Although the MND includes MM NOI-1,
CDFW considers the measure to be Insufficient in scope and timing to reduce impacts
to biological resources to a level less than significant. CDFW recommends adding the
following mitigation measure to a revised MND:

MM BIO-[E]: Construction Noise Impacts to Biological Resources 1-14

During all Project construction, the City of Calipatria shall restrict use of
equipment to hours least likely to disrupt wildlife (e.g., nof at night or in early
maorning) and restrict use of generators except for temporary use in
emergencies, Power to sites can be provided by solar PV (photovoltaic)
systems, cogeneration systems (natural gas generator), small micro-
hydroelectric systems, or small wind turbine systems. The City shall ensure
use of noise suppression devices such as mufflers or enclosure for
generators. Sounds generated from any means must be below the 5560 dB
range within §0-feet from the source.

COMMENT #8: Artificial Nighttime Light
IS/IMND document, Section |, Page #9

Issue: The MND does not analyze impacts to biological resources from artificial
nighttime fight and includes no mitigation measures to aveid or reduce impacts to
biological resources to a level less than significant.

Specific impact: The MND (p. 8) indicates the Project would “incentivize the
construction of new developments which would include lighting on buildings, parking
spaces, and in housing (extenior lights, parking lot, etc.). The document also states (p.
9} future developments would introduce nighttime light and daytime glare; however,
Impacts to biological resources are not analyzed and no mitigation measures are
proposed. The direct and indirect impacts of artificial nighttime lighting on biological
resources Including migratory birds that fly at night, bats, and other noctumal and
crepuscular wildlife should be analyzed, and appropriate avoidance and minimization
measures to reduce impacts to less than significant should be included in a revised
MND.

Evidence impact would be significant: Arificial nighttime lighting often resuits in light
pollution, which has the potential to significantly and adversely affact fish and wildlife.
Artificial lighting alters ecological processes including, but not limited to, the temparal 1-15
niches of species; the repair and recovery of physiclegical functien; the measurement
of time through Interference with the detection of circadian and lunar and seasonal
cycles; the detection of resources and natural enemias; and navigation (Gatson et al.
2013). Many species use photoperiod cues for communication {e.g., bird song; Miller
2006), determining when to begin foraging (Stone et al, 2009), behaviar
thermoregulation (Belswenger 1977), and migration (Longcore and Rich 2004).
Phaototaxis, a phenomenon which results in attraction and movement towards light, can
disorient, entrap, and temporarily blind wildlife species that experience it (Longcore and
Rich 2004).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure;

Because of the potential for artificial nighttime light to negatively impact wildlife, CDFW
recommends a revised MND include an analysis of impacts to biclogical resources and
specific avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that impacts to wildlife are
reduced to less than significant. CDOFW recommends the City include the following
mitigation measure in a revised MND;
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MM BIO{F]: Artificial Nighttime Light

During Project construction and operation, the City of Calipatria shall
eliminate all nonessential lighting throughout the Project area and avoid or
limit the use of artificial light during the hours of dawn and dusk when many
wildlife species are most active. The City shall ensure that lighting for Project | 1-15
activities is shielded, cast downward, and does not spill over onto other
properties or upward into the night sky (see the International Dark-Sky
Association standards at hitp:/fdarksky.ora). The City shall ensure use LED
lighting with a correlated color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper
disposal of hazardous waste, and recycling of lighting that contains toxic
compounds with a qualified recycler.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reporis and negative
deciarations be incorporated inlo a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations, (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e}.)
Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural communities detecled 1-16
during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB
field survey form can be filled out and submitted online at the following link:

nttps:wildiife ca gowData/CMDDB/Submifting-Data. The types of information reported to
CMNDDB can be found at the following link: https: /e wildlife .ca.gov/Data/ CMDDB/Plants-

and-Animals,
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of
environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the
Motice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of 117
environmental review by COFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is
required in arder for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested and final. (Cal.
Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5, Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity io comment on the MND to assist the City of Calipatria
in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biolegical resources. COPW concludes that
the MND does not adequately identify or mitigate the Project's significant, or patentially
significant impacts on biological resources, The CEQA Guidelines indicate that
recirculation is required when insufficient information in the MND precludes a meaningful
review (§ 15088.5) or when a new significant effect is identified and additional mitigation
measures are necessary (§ 15073.5). CDFW concludes that the MND lacks sufficient
information for a meaningful review of impacts fo biclogical resources, including a
completa project description and an assessment of biological resources, COFW
recommends that a revised MND, including a complete Projec! description and a current
assessment of biological resources, be recirculated for public comment. COFW also 118
recommends that a revised MND include an analysis of Impacts to biological resources
from construction noise and artificial nighttime highting, as well as mitigation measures
described in this lettar for the assasamant of biological resources, nesting birds, burrawing
owl (Athene cunicularia), construction noise, adificial nighttime light, and COFVW's Lake
and Streambed Alteration Program to ensure impacts to biolegical resources are avoided
or reduced to less than significant.

COFW personnel are available for consultation regarding biological resources and
strategies to minimize impacts. Questions regarding this letter or furlher coordination
should be direcled to Alyssa Hockaday, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist) at
(760) 920-8252 or Alyssa Hockadav@wiidlife ca.qov.
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Sincerely,
D ) iy
ki Freclwv,
A FIQSFEE S T
Kim Freeburn
Environmental Program Manager

Attachment 1: MMRP for CDFW-Proposed Mitigation Measures 118

ec:  Heather Brashear, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor), CDFW
Heather.Brashear@wildife.ca gov

Jeorge Galvan, Consultant City Planner, City of Calipatria
igalvan@theholtgroup. net

Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento
State clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
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ATTACHMENT 1: MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM [MMRP)

Biological Resources (BID)

Implementation Responsible

Mitigation Measure (MM) Description Schedule Parties
MM BIO-JA]: Assessment of Biclogical Resources Prior to Project City of Calipatria
Priar te Project construction activities, a complete and canstruction
racent inventory of rare, threatened, endangarad, and activitlies 1-20

ather sensitive species located within the Project footprint
and within offsite areas with the potential to be affected,
including California Species of Special Concam (C58C)
and California Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game
Code § 2511), will be completed. Spacias to be addressed
should include all these which meel the CEQA definition
(CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should
| addrass seasonal variations in use of the Project area and
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shauld not be limited to resident species. Focused
species-spacific surveys, completed by a qualified
biskegist and canducted at the appropriate time of yaar
and time of day when the sensitive species are active or
otherwise identifiable are required. Acceplable species-
speciiic survay procedures should be developed in
consultation with COFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildiife
Sarvice, where necessary. Note that COFW gene rally
considers bielogical field assessments for wildlife o be
valid for a one-year peried, and assessments for rare
plants may be considered valid for a period of up to three
years. Some aspacts of the proposed Project may warrant
periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa,
particularly if tha Project is proposed to occur over a
protracted time frame, or in phases, or if survoys are
complated during periods of drought.

MM BIO-{B]: Lake and Stream Alteratian (L5A)
Program

Prior to Project activiies and issuance of any grading
permit, the Project Sponsor shall obtain written
correspondence from the California Depariment of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) stating that notification under section
1802 of the Fish and Game Code is net required for the
Project, o the Project Sponsar shall abtain a GOFW-
executed Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement,
authorizing impacts to Fish and Game Code section 1602
resources associated with the Project,

Prior to Project
activities and

issuance of any
grading permit.

City of Calipalria

MM BIO{C]: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall
be parformed by a qualified avian blolegist no more than 3
days prior to vegetation removal or ground-disturbing
activities. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both
direct and indirect evidenca of nesting, including nest
lecations and nesting bahavior. Tha qualified avian
biologist will make every effort to avoid potential nast
predation as a result of survey and monitoring efforts. If
active nests are found during the pre-construction nesting
bird survays, a qualified biologist shall establish an
appropriate nest buffer to be marked on the ground. Nest
buffers are specias specific and shall be at least 300 feat
for passerines and 500 feel for raptors. A smaller or larger
buffer may be determined by the qualified bislogist familiar
with the nesting pherology of the nesting species and
based an nest and buffer monitoring results. Established
buffers shall remain on site until a qualified bialogist
determines the young have fledged or the nest is no
lenger active. Active nests and adequacy of the
established buffer distance shall be monitored dally by the
qualified biclogist until tha qualified biclogist has
determined the young have fledged or the Project has
been completed. The qualified biologist has the authority
to stop work I nesting pairs exhibit signs of disturbance,

No mere than
thres (3) days
prior to vegetation
clearing or
graund-disturbing
activities.

City of Callpatria

MM BiO{D]: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than BO days priof to the stari of Project-related
activities, a burrewing owl habitat assessment shall be
conducted by @ qualified biclogist according to the
specifications of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl
Mitigation (Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or
mast racant versian).

It the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burmowing

owl habitat, then focused burrowing owl surveys shall be

conductad by & qualified biclogist in aceordance with the
Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 o most

Habitat
assessment: No
less than B0 days
prior to the star
of Project-related
activities.
Focused
surveys: Priorta
the start of
Project-ralatad
activities.

City of Calipatria
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rracen! version). If burrewing owis are detected during the
focused survays, the qualified biclogist and Project
proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shail
be submitted to COFW for review and approval prior to
commencing Project activities. The Burrawing Owl Plan
shall describe propasad aveldance, manitaring, relocation,
minimization, and'or mitigation actions. The Burrowing Cw
Plan shall include the number and location of occupied
burrow sites, acres of burrewing owl habitat that will be
impacted, details of site monitoring, and details on
proposed buffers and other avoidance measuras if
avoidance fs proposed, If impacts to occupled burrowing
owl habitat or burrow cannot be avaided, the Burrowing
Owil Plan shall also describe minimization and
compansatary mitigation actions that will be implemented,
Proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and clesure
should only be considared as a last resort, after all other
options have bean svaluated as exclusion is not in itself an
avoidance, minimization, or mitigation methed and has the
pessibilty to result in take. The Burrewing Owl Plan shall
identify compensatory mitigation for the temporary ar
permanaent loss of occupied burrow(s) and habitat
consistant with the "Mitigation Impacts™ section of the 2012
Staffl Repart and shall implemaent COPV-approved
mitigation prior to inttiation of Project activities. If impacts
to occupied burrews cannot be avoided, information shali
be provided regarding adjacent or nearby suitabla habitat
available Lo owis. If no suitable habitat is availabla nearby,
datails regarding the creatton and funding of artificial
burrows (numbers, lacation, and type of burows) and
management activities for relocated owls shall also ba
included in the Burrewing Owd Plan. The Project proponent
shall implemant the Burrawing Owl Plan following CDFW
and USPWS reviaw and approval,

Preconstruction burrowing owd surveys shall be conducted
no less than 14 days prior to tha start of Project-related
activities and within 24 hours prior to ground disturbanca,
in accordance with the Staff Repert on Burrowing Qv
Mitigation (2012 or most recent version}. Preconstruction
stirveys should be performed by a qualified biolagist
following the recommeandations and guidelines provided in
the Sfaff Repert on Burrowing Owl Mitigation, If the
preconstruction surveys confirmn eccupled burrcwing owl
habitat, Project activitios shall be immediately halted. The
qualilied biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and prepars
a Burrawing Owi Plan that shall be submitted ta COFW
and USFWS for review and approval prior te commencing
Project activities,

Pre-construction
surveys: No less
than 14 days prier
to atart of Project-
related activities
and within 24
hewurs priar ta
graund
disturbance,

MM BIO-[E]: Construction Noise Impacts lo Biological
Resaurces

Dwring all Project construction, the City of Calipatria shall
reslrict use of equipment to hours least likely to distupt
wildlife (e.g.. not at night or In early morning) and restrict
use of generators except for temparary use in
emergencies. Power to sites can be provided by solar PV
(phataveltaic) systems, cogeneration systems (natural gas
genesator), small micre-hydroeleclic systems, or small
wind turbine systems. The City shall ensure use of noise
suppression devices such as mufflers o enclosure for
generatars, Sounds genarated from any means must be
below the 55-60 dB range within 50-feet from the source.

During Praject
activities.

City of Cafipalria

MM BIO-[F]: Artificial Nighttime Light
During Project construction and aperation, the City of
Calipatria shall eliminate all nor ial lighting

During Project
consiruction

City of Calipatria
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[throughaut the Project area and avoid or it the use of | activities and
artificial light during the hours of dawn and dusk when operation,
many wildife species are most active. The City shall
ensure thal lighting for Project activitias is shislded, cast |
downward, and daes not spill over onto other properties ar
upward into the night sky (see the International Dark-Sky
Association standards at httpidarksky.org). The City 1-20
shall ensure use LED lighting with a correlated coler
termperalure of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper dispesal of
hazardous waste, and recycling of lighting that centains
tontic compaunds with a qualified racyclar.

m
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2.5 Letter 1 - City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 1-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and thanks
the city for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft IS/IMND. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 1-2: The comment provides a description of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife's (CDFW) role as a responsible agency under
CEQA. The comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental
analysis; therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 1-3: The comment provides a summary of the Eastside Specific
Plan and includes information on the project's objective and location. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 1-4;: The comment begins by stating CDFW's jurisdiction over
the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and
habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those species. The
commenter then proceeds to state that the IS/MND lacks a complete and
accurate assessment of biological resources on the project site and
recommends that additional information be added to the IS/IMND to reduce
impacts to less than significant. This comment serves as a transition to later
comments in the comment letter and a response for each one has been included
in the following response to comments. As such no changes to the IS/MND in
respanse to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 1-5: The comment begins by stating that CEQA is predicated
on a complete and accurate description of the proposed project. It continues by
stating that the draft IS/MND does not identify the Assessor's Parcel Numbers
(APN) over which the proposed project will take place. The commenter then
recommends that the city analyzes all potential impacts to biological resources
resulting from future developments and include avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation measures to reduce the impacts to less than significant. The comment
has been noted, and Appendix A was added which includes the addresses and
APNs of all properties within the Eastside Specific Plan. The project description
on Page 2 of the IS/MND was also updated to provide more detailed information
on the proposed project.
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Additionally, the Eastside Specific Plan is a planning level document and does
not approve or entitle any development project. All future projects will still be
subject to the requirements under CEQA and submit all environmental
documents to the State Clearing House for review and posting. As such no
changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 1-6: The comment begins by stating CDFWs concern that the
assessment of the existing environmental setting has not been adequately
analyzed in the draft IS/MND. The commenter then states that the project has
the potential to support wildlife, and an assessment should be conducted with
mitigation measures to be implemented to reduce the impact to less than
significant. As previously stated, the Eastside Specific Plan is a planning level
document and does not approve or entitle any development project. All future
projects will still be subject to the requirements under CEQA and submit all
environmental documents to the State Clearing House for review and posting.
As such no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 1-7: The comment begins by stating CDFWSs concern that the
mitigation measures on the draft IS/MND are not adequate to avoid or reduce
impacts to biological resources to less than significant. CDFW recommends
adding mitigation measures for the assessment of biological resources, nesting
birds, burrowing owl, construction noise, artificial nighttime light, and CDFWs
streambed alteration program. This comment serves as a transition to later
comments in the comment letter and a response for each one has been included
in the following response to comments. As such no changes to the IS/MND in
response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 1-8: The comment begins by stating that the draft IS/MND does
not analyze impacts to biclogical resources associated with the timing of project
construction and potential construction activities. The MND should acknowledge
that if the Project site is left vacant or graded and inactive in the interim period
between construction phases, environmental conditions may change.
Additionally, the Project proponent has not adequately addressed stormwater
issues and potential improvements have yet to be identified. Addressing the
stormwater issue may result in improvements that could impact biological
resources.

The commenter recommends that the IS/IMND should analyze impacts to
biological resources resulting from an extended timeline for project activities,
pauses in construction, and impacts due to specific construction activities such
as utility extensions and stormwater improvements. The IS/MND should also
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acknowledge that wildlife may move into disturbed or graded sites when
construction is paused, and that preconstruction surveys for biological resources
will need to be repeated prior to project activities and after pauses in construction
to assess the presence of biological resources and to avoid or reduce impacts
to less than significant. This comment has been noted, and mitigation measure
BIO-3 was implemented to the IS/IMND which states the following:

BlO-3: Timing of Construction and Construction Activities

Preconstruction surveys completed for future developments within the Eastside
Specific Plan shall be repeated prior to construction activities and after pauses,
of one (1) month or more, in construction to assess the presence and potential
change of biological resources on the project site during the pause.

Response to Comment 1-9: The comment begins by stating that the draft IS/MND lacks
a description of the type of landscaping that will be installed and maintained over
the life of the project. The commenter then proceeds to state that mitigation
measure MFS-1 will require developers to implement landscaping, primarily
trees, within the project area, however, no further details are provided.

The commenter recommends the incorporation of water wise concepts in
landscaping design plans. This comment has been noted, and mitigation
measure MFS-1 was updated as follows:

MFS-1: Landscaping Requirement

Section 3.10.050 of the Zoning Ordinance requires all proposed developments
to provide landscaping to enhance the appearance of public street frontages and
development projects, conserve water, control soil erosion and provide visual
buffers where necessary. All applicants are encouraged to utilize drought
resistant and low maintenance local fauna to meet the landscaping requirement.
All other proposed landscaping types are subject to review, inspection. and
approval by the County of Imperial Agricultural Commissioner’'s Office prior to
the utilization of such fauna in the project site. These requirements help prevent
the introduction of nonnative invasive fauna as well as be compatible with local
fauna in the surrounding area. The Gcity will require developers to implement
landscaping, primarily trees, within the project area. Any trees that are planned
for removal will be replaced or relocated within the project site when possible.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to construction/Project contractor.

Enforcement: City of Calipatria
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Response to Comment 1-10: The comment begins by stating that the draft IS/MND does
not adequately identify the project’s significant, or potentially significant, impacts
to biological resources. The comment continues by stating that the draft IS/MND
lacks a recent general field assessment of biological resources located within
the project footprint and surrounding areas, and no focused or protocol-level
surveys were performed for the detection of special-status species. CDFW is
concerned about the potential for special-stats species to occur at or near the
project site. Recent surveys during the appropriate times of the year are needed
to inform and identify potential impacts to biclogical resources; inform
appropriate avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures; and to determine
whether impacts to biological resources have been mitigated to a level that is
less than significant.

To establish the existing environmental setting with respect to biological
resources, CDFW recommends that the IS/MND include a mitigation measure
requiring an assessment of biological resources. This comment has been noted,
and mitigation measure BlIO-4 was incorporated into the IS/MND which states
the following:

BlO-4: Assessment of Biological Resources

Prior to construction activities within the Eastside Specific Plan, a complete and
recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species
located within the Project footprint and within offsite areas with the potential to
be affected, including California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and
California Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game Code § 3511), will be
completed. Species to be addressed should include all those which meet the
CEQA definition (CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address
seasonal variations in use of the Project area and should not be limited to
resident species. Focused species-specific surveys, completed by a qualified
biologist and conducted at the appropriate time of year and time of day when the
sensitive species are active or otherwise identifiable are required. Acceptable
species-specific survey procedures should be developed in consultation with
CDFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where necessary. Note that
CDFW generally considers biological field assessments for wildlife to be valid
for a one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may be considered valid
for a period of up to three years. Some aspects of the proposed Project may
warrant pericdic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the
Project is proposed to occur over a protracted time frame, or in phases, or if
surveys are completed during periods of drought.
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Response to Comment 1-11: The comment begins by stating that the draft IS/IMND
acknowledges that drainage canals are located in proximity to the proposed
project but does not include mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts to
a level less than significant. CDFW review of aerial imagery confirms the location
of the two drainage canals located north and east of the Project site, named D
Drain and E Drain. Drainage canals and ditches may provide suitable habitat for
biological resources, including burrowing owl and lowland leopard frog. Potential
direct and indirect impacts to the canals and associated fish and wildlife
resources, such as burrowing owl and lowland leopard frog, resulting from
Project construction are subject to notification under Fish and Game Code
section 1602.

Although the MND includes Mitigation Measure BIO-1 for biological assessment
of agricultural drains, CDFW considers the measure to be insufficient in scope
and timing to reduce impacts to a level less than significant. CDFW recommends
that an additional mitigation measure requiring a lake and streambed alteration
program, pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code, to the IS/MND.
This comment has been noted, and mitigation measure BIO-5 was incorporated
into the IS/IMND which states the following:

BIO-5: Lake and Stream Alteration (LSA) Program

Prior to project-activities and issuance of any grading permit within the Eastside
Specific Plan, the Project Sponsor shall obtain written correspondence from the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) stating that notification under
section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code is not required for the Project, or the
Project Sponsor shall obtain a CDFW-executed Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement, authorizing impacts to Fish and Game Code section 1602 resources
associated with the Project.

Response to Comment 1-12: The comment begins by stating that CDFW is concerned
that the draft IS/MND does not sufficiently identify project impacts to nesting
birds or ensure that impacts are mitigated to a level less than significant. CDFW
is concerned about the impacts to nesting birds including loss of nesting/foraging
habitat and potential take from ground-disturbing activities and construction.
Additionally, the timing of the nesting season varies greatly depending on
several factors, such as bird species, weather conditions in any given year, and
long-term climate changes (e.g., drought, warming, etc.).

CDFW recommends that disturbance of occupied nests of migratory birds and
raptors within the Project site be avoided any time birds are nesting on-site.
Preconstruction nesting bird surveys shall be performed within 3 days prior to
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Project activities to determine the presence and location of nesting birds. This
comment has been noted, and mitigation measure BIO-6 was incorporated into
the IS/MND which states the following: '

BIO-6: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall be performed by a
qualified avian biologist no more than 3 days prior to vegetation removal or
ground-disturbing activities within the Eastside Specific Plan. Pre-construction
surveys shall focus on both direct and indirect evidence of nesting, including
nest locations and nesting behavior. The qualified avian biologist will make every
effort to avoid potential nest predation as a result of survey and monitoring
efforts. If active nests are found during the pre-construction nesting bird surveys,
a qualified biologist shall establish an appropriate nest buffer to be marked on
the ground. Nest buffers are species specific and shall be at least 300 feet for
passerines and 500 feet for raptors. A smaller or larger buffer may be
determined by the qualified biologist familiar with the nesting phenology of the
nesting species and based on nest and buffer monitoring results. Established
buffers shall remain on site until a qualified biologist determines the young have
fledged or the nest is no longer active. Active nests and adequacy of the
established buffer distance shall be monitored daily by the qualified biologist until
the qualified biologist has determined the young have fledged or the Project has
been completed. The qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if nesting
pairs exhibit signs of disturbance.

Response to Comment 1-13: The comment begins by stating that CDFW is concerned
that the draft IS/MND does not sufficiently identify project impacts to burrowing
owl (Athene cunicularia) or ensure that impacts are mitigated to a level less than
significant. Burrowing owls have a high potential to move into disturbed sites
prior to and during construction activities. Impacts to burrowing owl from the
project could include take of burrowing owls, their nests, or eggs; destroying
nesting or foraging habitat; or impacting burrowing owl populations through
changes in vegetation via the destruction, conversion, or degradation of
burrowing owl habitat. Impacts can result from grading, earthmoving, burrow
blockage, heavy equipment compaction and crushing of burrows, and other
activities. Changes in vegetation can result from the destruction, conversion, or
degradation of nesting, foraging, or over-wintering habitats; destruction of
natural burrows, and general Project disturbance that has the potential to harass
owls at occupied burrows.

CDFW recommends that prior to commencing project activities for all phases of
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project construction, surveys for burrowing owl be conducted for the entirety of
the project site by a qualified biologist in accordance with the Staff Report on
Burrowing Ow! Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version). This comment
has been noted, and mitigation measure BIO-7 was incorporated into the
IS/MND which states the following:

BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than 60 days prior to the start of project-related activities within the
Eastside Specific Plan, a burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be conducted
by a qualified biologist according to the specifications of the Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most
recent version).

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl habitat, then
focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in
accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most
recent version). If burrowing owls are detected during the focused surveys, the
qualified biologist and project proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that
shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to commencing
Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance,
monitoring, relocation, minimization, and/or mitigation actions. The Burrowing
Owl Plan shall include the number and location of occupied burrow sites, acres
of burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted, details of site menitoring, and
details on proposed buffers and other avoidance measures if avoidance is
proposed. If impacts to occupied burrowing owl habitat or burrow cannot be
avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan shall also describe minimization and
compensatory mitigation actions that will be implemented. Proposed
implementation of burrow exclusion and closure should only be considered as a
last resort, after all other options have been evaluated as exclusion is not in itself
an avoidance, minimization, or mitigation method and has the possibility to result
in take. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall identify compensatory mitigation for the
temporary or permanent loss of occupied burrow(s) and habitat consistent with
the “Mitigation Impacts” section of the 2012 Staff Report and shall implement
CDFW-approved mitigation prior to initiation of Project activities. If impacts to
occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding
adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat is
available nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of artificial burrows
(numbers, location, and type of burrows) and management activities for
relocated owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The Project
propanent shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW and
USFWS review and approval.

Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted no less than 14 days
prior to the start of Project-related activities and within 24 hours prior to ground
disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
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(2012 or most recent version). Preconstruction surveys should be performed by
a qualified biologist following the recommendations and guidelines provided in
the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If the preconstruction surveys
confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project activities shall be immediately
halted. The qualified bioclogist shall coordinate with CDFW and prepare a
Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW and USFWS for review
and approval prior to commencing Project activities.

Response to Comment 1-14: The comment begins by stating that the draft IS/IMND does
not include sufficient mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts to
biological resources from construction noise to a level less than significant. The
comment continues by stating that the draft IS/MND specifies that the project
would result in a substantial temporary noise increase from the operation of
equipment for on-site construction activities which can reach up to 80 dBA but
includes no analysis of the impacts of construction noise on biological resources.
These levels exceed exposure levels that may adversely affect wildlife species
at 55 to 60 dBA. Construction may result in substantial noise through road use,
equipment, and other Project-related activities. This may adversely affect wildlife
species in several ways as wildlife responses to noise can occur at exposure
levels of only 55 to 60 dB.

Because of the potential for construction noise to negatively impact wildlife,
CDFW recommends that the IS/MND include an analysis of impacts to biological
resources and specific avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that
impacts to wildlife are avoided or reduced to less than significant. Although the
draft IS/MND includes mitigation measure NOI-1, CDFW considers the measure
to be insufficient in scope and timing to reduce impacts to biological resources
to a level less than significant. This comment has been noted, and mitigation
measure BIO-8 was incorporated into the IS/MND which states the following:

BlO-8: Construction Noise Impacts to Biological Resources

During all project construction within the Eastside Specific Plan, the City of
Callipatria shall restrict use of equipment to hours least likely to disrupt wildlife
(e.g., not at night or in early moming) and restrict use of generators except for
temporary use in emergencies. Power to sites can be provided by solar PV
(photovoltaic) systems, cogeneration systems (natural gas generator), small
micro-hydroelectric systems, or small wind turbine systems. The City shall
ensure use of noise suppression devices such as mufflers or enclosure for
generators. Sounds generated from any means must be below the 55-60 dB
range within 50-feet from the source.
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Response to Comment 1-15: The comment begins by stating that the draft IS/MND does
not analyze impacts to biological resources from artificial nighttime light and
includes no mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts to biological
resources to a level less than significant. The direct and indirect impacts of
artificial nighttime lighting on biological resources including migratory birds that
fly at night, bats, and other nocturnal and crepuscular wildlife should be
analyzed, and appropriate avoidance and minimization measures to reduce
impacts to less than significant should be included in a revised IS/MND.

Because of the potential for artificial nighttime light to negatively impact wildlife,
CDFW recommends the IS/MND include an analysis of impacts to biological
resources and specific avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that
impacts to wildlife are reduced to less than significant. This comment has been
noted, and mitigation measure BIO-9 was incorporated into the IS/MND which
states the following:

BlO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light

During project construction and operation, the City of Calipatria shall eliminate
all nonessential lighting throughout the project area and avoid or limit the use of
artificial light during the hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife species are
most active. The City shall ensure that lighting for project activities is shielded,
cast downward, and does not spill over onto other properties or upward into the
night sky (see the International Dark-Sky Association standards at
http://darksky.org/). The City shall ensure use LED lighting with a correlated
color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper disposal of hazardous waste,
and recycling of lighting that contains toxic compounds with a qualified recycler.

Response to Comment 1-16: The comment provides instructions and website links for
submitting CEQA documents and project surveys to the state for review. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are

necessary.

Response to Comment 1-17: The comment provides information on CDFW
environmental submittals and filing fees. The comment does not address the
adequacy of the environmental analysis; therefore, no changes to the IS/IMND
in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 1-18: The comment provides closing remarks and contact
information to send any questions regarding the review letter. The comment also
reiterates the inclusion of the recommended mitigation measures to the IS/IMND
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and instructs the City to recirculate the IS/IMND for review and comments. The
draft IS/IMND was revised to include all recommended mitigation measures and
is scheduled for a second 30-day comment and review period as recommended
CDFW.

Response to Comment 1-19: The comment provides references for the information cited
throughout the comment letter. The comment does not address the adequacy of
the environmental analysis; therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to
this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 1-20: The comment provides a table with the mitigation
measures CDFW recommended be added or modified in the IS/MND. A
response for each comment and mitigation measure has already been
addressed in prior responses; therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response
to this comment are necessary.
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Letter 2 - California Department of Transportation, Maurice A. Eaton, (Pg. 1 of 5)

LALUFSRMIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGEMCY GAVIM NEWSON, GOVERNOR

California Depariment of Transportation c P
DISTRICT 11 t %é:
Eftmns

4050 TAYLOR STREET, MS-240
SAN DICGE. CA 92110
{419) 709-5152 | FAX [419] 688-4299 1T 711

e ded g .gay

August 17, 2023
1T-IMP-115
P 34.60

City of Calipalria Eastside Specific Plan
MMD/SCE #2023070424
Ma. Laura Gutierrez
City Manager
City of Calipatria
125 North Park Ave
Calipatria, Ca 927233

Dear Ms, Gutierez:

Thank you for including the Calfornia Department of Transporlalion (Caltrans) In the
environmental review process for the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the City of
Callpeira Eastside Spedific Flan located near State Route 115 {SR-115). The missicn of
Callrans i o provide a safe and reliagle rarsportation network that serves all people
and respects the environment. The Local Development Review (LDR) Program reviews
lond use projects and plans lo ensure consistency with our mission and state planning
prioritics.

Safety is one of Caltrans' strategic goals. Calirans stives fo make the year 2050
the first year without a single death or serlous injury on Califormia’s roads. We are
striving for more equilable cutcomes for the transpartation netwaork's diverse
users. To achieve these amblfious goals, we will pursue meaningful
collabaration with our partners. We encourage the implementation of new 21
technologies, innovations, and best practices that wil enhance the safety an
the fransportation network. These pursuits are both ambitious and urgent, and
fheir accomplishment involves a focused departure from the status quo os we
continue to instituticnalize safety in al our work.

Callrans is committed to prioritizing prejects that are equitable and provide
meaningful benefils to historically urderserved communifies, o uitmately improve
fransportation docessibility and quality of fife for people in the communities we serve.

We look forward to working with the City of Calipatria in areas where the City and
Calfrans have joint jurisdiction to improve the fransporfation netwerk and connections

‘Fravicde o sate oret islichls Torspodstion setwak (ha! ssves ol paosk ard sspect he arvirnment”
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Letter 2 - California Department of Transportation, Maurice A. Eaton, (Pg. 2 of 5)

Mes. Laura Gutiemrez, City Manager
August 17, 2023
Page 2

betweaen various modes of fravel, with the goal of Improving the experience of those 2.1
whe use the fransportation systermn. -

Traffic Engineering and Anadlysis

Caltrans standard practice is to follow the Transportation Research Board's (TRB)
Access Management Manual 2014, It recommends reducing access points onto
Caltrans Highways to improve livability and reduce conflict areas for all users on streets
and sidewalks.

Therefore, Calfrans recommends:

o Al access from future developments east of the rairoad will not be dllowed to 2-2
access the SR-115. All access will need to be through the side streets, S, Brown
Ave, Industrial Ave, and Commercial Ave.

o Al access from future developments west of the railroad to the SR-115 will need
to be reviewesd by Caltrans. It will be recommended that access is through 5.
Imperial Ave unless the parcel Is landlocked.

Design

Considering the amount of development planned there will be a much higher traffic
volurne in the area once dll projects are complete. This will impact the level of
protection pedestians will need at crossings, and a change in safety measures for 2-3
road users may be imminent. Further coordination between the City of Calipatria and
Caltrans is recommended moving fenward,

Planning

As part of the City's 2022 Housing Element update, Caltrans requests that the
City include discussions and mapping/graphics that describe the City's existing
and future housing inveniory per the City's Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHMA).

Housing-element law reguires a quantificaticon of each jurisdiction's share of the
regional housing need as established in the RHNA Plan prepared by the jurisdiction's 2.4
metropelitan planning organization (MPO) or council of govermments.

In accordonce with Cdlifornia Government Cade Sactions 65583 and 65584, housing
elements shall contain an analysis of population and employment trends and
documentation of projections and quantification of the locdlity's existing and
projected housing needs for all income levels. These projected needs shal include the
locality's share of the regional housing needs [ie. RHMNA) per Governmenf Code
Section 65584.

"Proside o sa ke ond reliable vanspordelion nebwark hotserves all peosle ond iespecis the ermdaonment”
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Letter 2 - California Department of Transportation, Maurice A. Eaton, (Pg. 3 of 5)

hs. Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
August 17, 2023
Page 3

Complete Streets and Mobility Network

Caltrans views all transporiation improvements as opportunities to improve safety,
access, and mokility for all fravelers in Califormic and recognizes bicycle, pedestrian,
and transit modes as integral elements of the fransportation network. Caltrans
supports improved transit accommodation through the provision of Park and Ride
facilities, improved bicycle and pedestian access and safety improvements, signal
prioritization for transit, bus on shoulders, ramp improvemenits, or ather enhancemants
that premotes a complete and integrated transportation network. Early coordination
wilh Calfrans, in locations that may affect both Caltrans and the City of Calipatria, is
encouraged.

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve Cdlifomia's Climate Change target, 2-5
Caltrans is implermenting Complete Streets and Climate Change policies into State
Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) projects to meet multi-modal
mobility needs. Caltrans looks forward to working with the City to evaluate potential
Complete Streets projects.

Bicycle, pedestrian, and public transit access during construction is important.
Mitigation to maintain bicycle, pedestrian, and public transit aecess during
construction is in accordance with Caltrans’ goals and palicies.

Land Use and Smart Growth

Caltrans recegnizes there is a sirong link between transportation and land use.
Development can have a significant impact on fraffic and congestion on State
transportation facilifies. In particular, the pattem of land use can affect bath local
vehicle miles fraveled and the number of trips. Calfrans supports collaboration with 2-6
local agencies to work towards a safe, functional, interconnected, muli-rmedal
trarsportation network integrated threugh applicable “smart growth” tvpe land use
elanning and policies.

Noise

The applicant must be informed that In accordance with 23 Code of Federal
Regulations {CFR) 772, the Department of Transportation {Caltrans] is not responsible 2.7
for existing or future traffic noise impacts associated with the existing configuration of
Route 115.

Environmental

Calirans welcomes the opporunity 1o be a Resporsible Agency under the California
Envirornmental Qudlity Act [CEQA), ds we have some discretionary authority of g
porfion of the project that is in Caltrans’ R/W through the form of an encroachment 2.8
permit process. We look forward to the coordination of our efforts te ensure that
Calirans can adopt the ditermnative and/or mitigation measure for our BAW. We would

“Provide o safe and raiabie mamportction netwonk Fat serves all peopke and respects he envieanment"
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Letter 2 - California Department of Transportation, Maurice A. Eaton, (Pg. 4 of 5)

Ms. Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
August 17, 2023
Page 4

appreciate meeting with you to discuss the elements of the EIR that Caltrans wil use
for our subsequent environmental compilance.

An encroachment permit will be required for any work within the Caltrans’ R/W prior to
canstruction. As part of the encroachment permit process, the applicant must provide
approved final envircnmental documents for this project, coresponding technical
studies, and necessary reguiatory and resource agency permits. Specificaly, CEQa
determination or exemption. The supperting documents must address all
erwironmental impacts within the Caltrans' R/W and cddress any impacts from
aveidance and/or mitigation measures. 28

We recommend fthal this project specifically identifies and assesses potenfial impacts
coused by the project or impacts from mitigation efforts that sceur within Caltrans’
R/W that includes impacts to the natural environment, infrastructurs including but not
limited to highways, roadways, structures, intelligent transportation syslems elements,
on-ramps and off-ramps, and appurtenant features including but not limited to
fencing, lighting, signage, drainage, guardrail, stopes and landscaping. Calfrans is
interested in any additional mitigation measures idenlified for the project's draf
Envirermental Docurment.

Broadband

Cdltrans recognizes that telewaorking and remote learning lessen the impacts of traffic
oh our roadiways and surrcunding communities. This reduces the amount of YT and
decreases the amount of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and other pollutants, The 2.9
availability of afferdable and reliable, Nigh-speed broadband is a key component in
supperting fravel demand management and reaching the state's transportation and
climate action goals.

Right-of-wWay
s Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments by o
licensed land surveyor is required, if they are being destroyed by any construction.

¢ Anywork performed within Caltrans’ R/W will require discretionary review
and approval by Calfrans and an encroachment permit will be required for 2.10
any work within the Caltrans' R/W pricr to construction. As part of the
encroachment permit process, the applicant rmust provide an approved
final enviranmental docurment including CEQA determination addressing
any environmental impacts with the Caltrans' R/W, and any coresponding
technical studies.

Additional information regarding encroachmen! permits may be abtained by 211
centacting the Caltrans Permits Office of [619) 6886158 or emaiing
"Preaide o sate and rellable runsporafion network hal seress o people and respects hie anvionment”
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Letter 2 - California Department of Transportation, Maurice A. Eaton, (Pg. 5 of 5)

Ms. Laura Gutierrez, City manager
August 17, 2023
Pope 5§

v or by visiting the website ot
htips: o roms iraffic-oo. rs5/ e, Bany coordinalion with
Caitrans is sirengly advised for dll encroachment permils.

21
If you have any questions or concams, plagse contact Shannch Aston, LDR
Coordinator, at {419] $92-0628 or by e-mail sent to shannon.ostonaidol .ca.gov.
Sincerely,

How Dicw for

MALRICE A. EATORM

Branch Chief
Local Development Review

“Frovdie o sk ol relicble ronspodation vetwark ol worves il peaple ond reuaese s e srvronmenl”
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2.6 Letter 2 — City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 2-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and a
description of the objectives and commitments of the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans). Since the comment does not address the adequacy
of the environmental analysis, no changes to the IS/IMND in response to this
comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 2-2: The comment begins by stating Caltrans standard practice
under the Transportation Research Board's (TRB) Access Management Manual
2014 and suggests reducing access points onto Caltrans Highways. The
commenter then recommends restricting access to properties through State
Route 115 and instead require access through side streets. This comment has
been noted, and mitigation measures TRANSP-1 and TRANSP-2 were added
to Section XVI of the IS/IMND which state the following:

TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments east of
the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be allowed to access
through SR-115. Developers will be encouraged to establish access to
properties through the side streets (e.g. South Brown Avenue, Industrial
Avenue, Commercial Avenue, etc.).

TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments west of
the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be allowed to access
through SR-115. Developers will be encouraged to establish access to
properties through the side streets such as South Imperial Avenue.

Response to Comment 2-3: The comment begins by stating that the amount of future
development in the Eastside Specific Plan will increase the traffic volume and
impact pedestrian protection at crossings which may require a change in safety
measures for road users. The commenter then recommends further
coordination between the Calfrans and the City of Calipatria moving forward.
The City of Calipatria already requires all developers to coordinate with Caltrans
for any projects on or near any Caltrans facilities.

As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the
already established entitlement and review procedures for future developments
in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment
are necessary.
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Response to Comment 2-4: The comment begins by requesting a discussion and
mapping/graphics describing the City's Regional Housing Needs Assessment
(RHNA). This comment has been noted, and Section XIll of the IS/MND was
updated to include a description of the City’s RHNA and a map of the vacant
sites throughout the city.

Response to Comment 2-5: The comment begins by stating Caltrans views on
transportation improvements to improve safety and promote a complete and
integrated transportation network. The commenter then details Caltrans
implementation of complete streets and climate change policies into State
Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) to meet multi-modal
mobility needs. The comment then ends by encouraging coordination between
Caltrans and the City for street projects.

The City of Calipatria has completed numerous street and road projects in the
past few years and has coordinated with Caltrans for all projects on or near any
Caltrans facilities. As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will
not change the already established entitlement and review procedures for future
developments in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to
this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 2-6: The comment begins by acknowledging the strong link
between transportation and land use which can have a significant impact on
traffic and congestion. The commenter then describes Caltrans support of
collaboration with local agencies to work towards a safe, functional,
interconnected, multi-modal transportation network. Since the comment does
not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis, no changes to the
IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 2-7: The comment states that applicants for future
developments within the Eastside Specific Plan must be informed that in
accordance with 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 772, Caltrans is not
responsible for existing or future traffic noise impacts associated with the
existing configuration of State Route 115. This comment has been noted, and
mitigation measure NOI-1 was added to Section X! of the IS/MND which states
the following:

NOI-1: Highway Noise

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan will be
informed that in accordance with 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 772,
the Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is not responsible for existing or
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future traffic noise impacts associated with the existing configuration of Route
115.

Response to Comment 2-8: The comment begins by stating Caltrans role as a
responsible agency under CEQA and the discretionary authority offered to them
for projects encompassing a Caltrans right-of-way. The commenter then states
that any work conducted within Caltrans right-of-way shall apply for an
encroachment permit and provide all necessary documents to Caltrans for
review prior to the start of construction activities. This comment has been noted,
and mitigation measure TRANSP-3 was added to Section XII and XVI of the
ISIMND which states the following:

TRANSP-3: Caltrans Encroachment Permit

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan shall
acquire an encroachment permit from the Department of Transportation prior to
the start of construction activities within their Right-of-Way.

Response to Comment 2-9: The comment begins by acknowledging that teleworking
and remote learning lessen the impacts of traffic on roadways surrounding
communities. The comment then states that the availability of affordable and
reliable high-speed broadband is a key component in supporting travel demand
management and reaching the state’s transportation and climate action goals.
Since the comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental
analysis, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 2-10: The comment states that perpetuation of survey
monuments by a licensed land surveyor is required if they are being destroyed
by any construction activity. The commenter then reiterates that an
encroachment permit is required for any work on Caltrans right-of-way. This
comment has been noted, and mitigation measure TRANSP-3 was added as
stated in response to comment 2-8 and mitigation measure TRANSP-4 was
added to Section XVI of the IS/IMND which states the following:

TRANSP-4: Perpetuation of Monuments

Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments
shall be carried out by a licensed land surveyor should any existing monuments
be destroyed by construction activities related to the project.

Response to Comment 2-11: The comment provides the commenter's phone number
and email address for additional information regarding the comment letter. The
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comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.
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Letter 3 - Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 1 of 3)
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Letter 3 - Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 2 of 3)
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Letter 3 - Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 3 of 3)
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2.7 Letter 3 — City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 3-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and a
description of the Eastside Specific Plan. Since the comment does not address
the adequacy of the environmental analysis, no changes to the IS/MND in
response to this comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 3-2: The comment provides contact information and a detailed
description of the application and submittal requirements for the provision of
electrical services within the project area. No additional information or
comments are provided. Since the comment does not address the adequacy of
the environmental analysis, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this
comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 3-3: The commenter states that electrical capacity is limited in
the area. Thus, requiring future development projects within the area to prepare
a circuit study and require the cost of all system improvements to be covered by
the developer. The City of Calipatria already requires developers to coordinate
with the Imperial Irrigation District (1ID) for the provision of electrical services as
part of the entitlement process. Said developers are also responsible for the
costs of any studies and system upgrades required by the IID for their project.

As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the
already established entitlement and review procedures for future developments
in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment
are necessary.

Response to Comment 3-4: The commenter requires applicants of future developments
to provide a surveyed legal description and associated exhibit certified by a
licensed land surveyor for all necessary IID right-of-way certifications. Said
rights-of-way are necessary to accommodate the required -electrical
infrastructure to service a proposed development. Applicants shall be
responsible for all costs associated with any required easements, rights-of-way,
operation, and maintenance of any required electrical facilities. The City of
Calipatria already requires developers to coordinate with the 11D for the provision
of electrical services as part of the entitlement process.

Under the already established entitlement process, all applicants are required
to comply with any conditions or requirements outlined by the IID for the
provision of electrical services. As a planning level document, the Eastside
Specific plan will not change the already established entitlement and review
procedures for future developments in the area. Therefore, no changes to the
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IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 3-5: The comment states that developers will be required to
provide rights-of-way and easements for any proposed infrastructure needed to
serve the project as well as the necessary access to allow for continued
operation and maintenance of any IID facilities located on adjoining properties.
As stated in the previous comment, the City of Calipatria’s current entitlement
process requires all applicants are required to comply with any conditions or
requirements outlined by the IID for the provision of electrical services. As a
planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the already
established entitlement and review procedures for future developments in the
area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 3-6: The comment begins by acknowledging that the Eastside
Specific Plan does not approve nor entitle any developments, but also notes
that all future developments located adjacent to the E Drain located along the
northern boundary of the Specific Plan will be reviewed on a case by case basis
for any potential impacts. The commenter also recommends that future
developers reach out to the IID for additional information. The City of Calipatria
already requires developers to coordinate with the Imperial Irrigation District
(ID) for the provision of electrical services as part of the entitlement process.
Said procedures include a review of the project site by the 1ID and compliance
with any conditions and costs placed by the IID.

As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the
already established entitlement and review procedures for future developments
in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment
are necessary.

Response to Comment 3-7: The comment begins by stating that any work conducted
on or within 11D property, easements, or rights-of-way require the approval of an
encroachment permit from the IID. The commenter then provides contact
information and a link to access the required encroachment permit documents.
The City of Calipatria already requires developers to coordinate with the IID for
the provision of electrical services as part of the entitlement process. Said
procedures include a review of the project site by the IID and compliance with
any conditions and costs placed by the IID.

As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the
already established entitlement and review procedures for future developments
in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment
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are necessary.

Response to Comment 3-8: The comment begins by stating that the IID may claim
additionally secondary easement/prescriptive rights-of-ways to ensure the
operation and maintenance of IID facilities. The commenter then states that the
IID should be consulted prior to the installation of any facilities adjacent to IID
facilities and conditions may be placed by the IID to mitigate or avoid impacts to
IID facilities. The City of Calipatria already requires developers to coordinate
with the IID for the provision of electrical services as part of the entitlement
process. Said developers are also responsible for the costs of any studies and
system upgrades required by the IID for their project. Said procedures include
a review of the project site by the 11D and compliance with any conditions and
costs placed by the IID.

As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the
already established entitlement and review procedures for future developments
in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment
are necessary.

Response to Comment 3-9: The comment begins by stating that any new, relocated, or
reconstructed 11D facilities required for and by the project need to be included
as part of the project’s environmental documentation. The commenter then
states that failure to do so may delay the project until the environmental
certification has been completed and any costs shall be covered by the
applicant. The City of Calipatria already requires developers to comply with the
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

As a planning level document, the Eastside Specific plan will not change the
already established entitlement and review procedures for future developments
in the area. Therefore, no changes to the IS/IMND in response to this comment
are necessary.

Response to Comment 3-10: The comment provides the commenter's phene number
and email address for additional information regarding the comment letter. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.
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Letter 4 — Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 1 of 6)

@

//PC WER

cestfiiryof service Shiree IS4

June 18, 2025

Mr. Jeorge Galvan
City Planner

City of Calipatria
125 Park Street
Calipatria, CA 92233

SUBJECT. NO! to Adopt a Revised MND for the City of Calipatria Eastside Specific
Plan

Dear Mr. Galvan: B
On May 28, 2026 the Imperial Irrigation District received from the City of Calipatria, the
Notice of intent to adopt a revised Mitigated Negative Declaration for the City of Calipatria
Eastside Specified Plan. The City of Calipatria Housing Element identifies the nesed for
residential development at various densities and at different affordability levels. Housing
development within the city has remained stagnant since 2011 with only fwo housing units
being developed in that time period. Analysis of the vacant parcels within the city
determined that the eastern half of the city has remained severely underdeveloped and |4-1
holds most of the identified vacant parcels optimal for a variety of residential and mixed-
use developments. In furtherance of the Housing Element's goals, objectives and policies,
the Eastside Specific Plan aims to both encourage and facilitate buildout in this
underdeveloped segment of the city. The project area encompasses a total of 336 parcels
located east of industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of Date Street and west of
East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria

The IID has reviewed the revised Initial Study and MND and in addition to the district's
July 31, 2025 letter (see attachment) has the following comments; e

1. Developers will be required to provide and bear all costs associated with
acquisition of rights of way, easements and infrastructure relocations and
realignments deemed necessary to accommodate the project. Any sireet or road
improvements imposed by the local governing authority shall also be at the project
proponent cost,

4-2

2. Public utility easements over all private and public roads and additional ten (10}
fest in width on both side of the private and public roads shall be dedicated to 1D | 4-3
for the construction, operation, and maintenance of its electrical infrastructure.
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Letter 4 — Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 2 of 6)

Jeorge Galvan
June 16, 2025
Page 2

3. Any substations or switchyards to accommodate development shall be located on 44
property that will transferred to 11D in fee simple ownership with legal access.

4. The E Drain is located along the northern boundary and will be impacted as
proposed projects are developed. IID water facilities impacted include irrigation
and drainage systems along with their associated infrastructure such as rights-of- | 4-5
way, canals, laterals, drains, pipelines, connections to pipelines, and additional
structures.

5. If the City's individual projects plan to discharge into the E Drain, each individual
project should submit improvement plans to IID for review and final [4-6
documentation.

6. The proposed City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan does not propose,
authorize, or entitle any new development. As new developments are proposed 4-7
those projects will each need to be reviewed on a case by case basis for potential
impacts and mitigation to 11D water facilities.

7. To insure there are no impacts to 11D water facilities construction plans for projects
developed within the specific plan area, including grading/drainage and fencing
plans are to be submitted to 11D Water Department Engineering Services Section | 4-8
prior to final project design. For additional information |ID Water Depariment
Engineering Services Section should be contacted at {760} 339-9265.

8. The projects developed within the specific plan area may not use ID's canal or
drain banks lo access project sites. Any abandonment of easements or facilities 4-9
will be approved by the IID based on systems (irrigation, drainage, Power, stc.)
needs,

8. A change in existing drainage discharge locations may substantially alter the
drainage paftemn of proposed project sites and may adversely impact [ID
drains. To mitigate these impacts, a comprehensive 11D hydraulic drainage system 4-10
analysis may be required. IID's hydraulic drainage system analysis includes an
associated drain impact fee. For further information contact 11D WDES Section.

10.All flows being discharge into IID's drains will have to be in conformance with the
laws and regulations of Imperial County and the various state and federal agencies
having jurisdiction over water quality control. Drainage restrictions are outlined in | 4-11
the 1ID's Rules and Regulations Governing the Distribution and Use of Water
available at hitp:///www iid.co m/home/showdocument?id=7989.

11.Within the specific plan area, future infrastructure projects that cross 412
overfunder/through any IID irrigation or drainage facility will require encroachment | 4
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Letter 4 — Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 3 of 6)

Jeorge Galvan
June 16, 2025
Page 3

permits and an engineering planning review. The IID WDES Section should be
contacted prior to final projec! design. 4-12

12.An IID encroachment permit is required to utilize existing surface-water drainpipe
connections to drains, and receive drainage service form IID. Surface-water
drainpipe connections are to be modified in accordance with 11D Water Department
Standards. A construction storm-water permit from the California Regional Water
Quality Conlrol Board is required before commencing construction. An industrial 4-13
storm water permit from CRWQCB is required for operation of the proposed facility,
The project's "Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan® and storm-water permit from
CRWQCB are to be submitted to 11D.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 760-482-3609 or
at dvargas@iid.com. Thank you for the apporlunity to comment on this matter,

Respectiully, T,
a7 ) 414
[

Dofiald Vargas _"_
Caompliance Administrator |

Jamie Ashury - Geners Manager

Wika Pacheacs — Manager, Walar Dept

Waithew H Smelser - Manager, Energy Dept

Paul Rodriguez - Daputy Mar, Energy Dept

Gty Halbroak - General Counzel

Joanna Smith-Holl = Depuly General Counsal

Laura Carvantes. - Suparvisor, Real Eatale

Jessica Humes - Envirsnmandal Projact Mgr. Sr. Waler Depl
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Letter 4 — Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 4 of 6)

11D
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A century of service. Since 1911

July 31, 2023

Mr. Jeorge Galvan
City Planner

City of Calipatria
125 Park Sireet
Calipatria, CA 92233

SUBJECT: NOI to Adopt an MND for the City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan

Dear Mr. Galvan;

On July 14, 2023 the Imperial Irrigation District recaived from the City of Calipatria, the
Notice of Intent to adopi a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the City of Calipatria
Eastside Specific Plan. In support of the Cily of Calipatia Housing Element goals,
ohjectives, and policies, the City is developing the Eastside Specific Plan to provide land
use strategies and Infrastructure goals for the eastern portion of the city. To encourage
the buildout of this underdeveloped segment, a plan for new RC (Residential Commaercial
Mixed-Use), Rl (Residential Industrial Mixed-Use), and Cl (Commercial Industrial) zoning
designations has been developed for Planning Commission review and consideration.
The SP site is located east of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of Date
Street, and west of East Avenue on the east side of the city of Calipatria, CA.

The IID has reviewed the Initial Study and MND has the following commeants:

1. For any prospective developer requiring electrical service within the Specific Plan,
the City should refer the developer to Gabriel Ramirez, IID project development 4-15
-service planner. Mr. Ramirez can be contacted at (760) 339-9257 or by e-mail at
gramirez@iid.com to initiate the customer service application process. In addition
to submitting a formal application (gvailable at the district website
hitp:/fwww.iid.com'home/showdocument?id=12823), the devaloper will be
required to submit an AutoCAD file of site plan, approved electrical plans, electrical
panel size and panel location, operating voltage, electrical loads, project schedule,
and the applicable fees, permits, easements and environmental compliance
documentation pertaining to the provision of electrical service to the project. The
applicant shall be responsible for all costs and mitigation measures related o
providing electrical service to the project.

2. Electrical capacity is limited in the Specific Plan area. A circult study may be
required. Any system Improvements or mitigation identified in the circuit study to

IMPERIAL IRRIGATIOM DISTRICT - B BOX P37 - IMPERIAL CA 2251
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Letter 4 — Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 5 of 6)

Jaorge
July 31
Page 2

Galvan

. 2023

enable the provision of electrical service to the project shall be the financial
responsibility of the developer.

. Applicant shall provide a surveyed legal description and an associated exhibit

certified by a licensed surveyor for all rights of way deemed by IID as necessary
to accommodate the project electrical infrastructure. Rights-of-Way and
easements shall be in a form acceptable to and at no cost to 1D for installation,
operation, and maintenance of all electrical facilities.

. Developers will be required to provide rights of ways and easements for any

proposed power line extensions and/or any other infrastructure neaded to serve
the project as well as the necessary access fo allow for continued operation and
maintenance of any 11D facilities located on adjoining properties.

. Although the proposed City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan does not propose,

authorize, or entitle any new development, for future development consideration,
please note that the E Draln is located along the nerthern boundary of the Specific
Plan. As new developments are proposed, these projects will each nsed to be
reviewed on a case by case basls for potentlal impacts and mitigation to 1D Water
Department facilities. For more information, future and potentiat developers should
contact 1D Water Dapartment Englneering Services at {760) 339-9265.

Any construction or operation on 1D property or within its existing and proposed
right of way or easements including but not limited to: surface improvements such
as proposed new streets, driveways, parking lots, landscape; and all water, sewer,
storm water, or any other above ground or underground utilities; will require an
ehcroachment permit, or encroachment agreement (depending on the
circumstances). A copy of the [ID encroachment permit application and instructions
for its completion are avallable at the website hitps./fwww.ild.com/about-
iid/department-dirsciary/real-estale. The district Real Estate Section should be
contacted at {760) 339-9239 for additional information regarding encroachment,

In addition fo 1ID's recorded easements, |ID claims, at a8 minimum, a prescriptive
right of way to the toe of slope of all existing canals and drains. Where space Is
limited and depending upon the specifics of adjacent modifications, the lID may
clalm additional secondary sasements/prescriptive rights of ways to ensure
operation and maintenance of 1ID's facilities can be maintained and are not
impacted and if impacted mitigated. Thus, IID should be consulted prior o the
installation of any facilities adjacent to 1ID's facllties. Certain conditions may be
placed on adjacent facllities to mitigate or avoid impacts to IDY's faciliies.

. Any new, relocated, modified or reconstructed 1D facilities required for and by the

project (which can include but is not limited to electrical utility substations, electrical

210
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Letter 4 — Imperial Irrigation District, Donald Vargas, (Pg. 6 of 6}

Jeorge Galvan
July 31, 2023
Page 3

franemission and distribution lines, water dellveries, canals, drains, etc.) nead to
be included as part of the project’s California Environmental Quality Act andfor
National Environmental Policy Act documentation, environmental impact analysis
and mitigation. Failure to do so will result in postponement of any construction
andior modification of D facilities until such time as the environmental
documentation is amended and environmental impacts are fully analyzed. Any and
all mitigation necessary as a result of the construction, relocation and/or upgrade
of IID facilities is the respansibility of the project proponent.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 760-482-3809 or
at dvargas@iid.com. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

Resp Iy,

Sergle Quinz — |merim Genesal Manages

Mike Pacheco - Mansges, Walar Bopl.

Jamie Azoury = Manager, Ene-gy Dagt,

Idatthew H Smsiser — Depuly Mgr. Enangy Dupl.

Daryl Buckley — Mg:. of Distrloution Srves. & Maint, Oprins., Energy Dept.

aolfrey Holbrook - Ganonat Couneal

Michaal P, Kerma — Separinendes) General, Fleet Senvicas and Reg. & Environ. Campllance
Laura Ceranles. - Supervisor, Real Esiale

Jussiza Humes - Envienimental Prajast Mgr, Sr. Water Depl.
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2.8 Letter 4 — City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 4-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and a detailed
description of the Eastside Specific Plan. Since the comment does not address
the adequacy of the environmental analysis, no changes to the IS/MND in
response to this comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 4-2: The commenter states that developers will be required to
provide and bear all costs associated with acquisition of rights of way,
easements and infrastructure relocations and realignments deemed necessary
to accommodate the project. Any street or road improvements imposed by the
local governing authority shall also be at the project proponent cost. The City of
Calipatria already requires developers to cover the costs for any work relating
to off-sites, utility facilities, rights of ways, etc. under the established building
permit procedures. The Eastside Specific Plan will not change the already
established permitting procedures and developers will continue to bear all off-
site, on-site, and utility costs associated with their project. The City further
requires applicants to coordinate and acquire any required permits from the
Imperial Irrigation District and other utilities. Thus, no changes to the IS/MND in
response to this comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 4-3: The commenter states that public utility easements over all
private and public roads and additional ten (10) feet in width on both sides of
the private and public roads shall be dedicated to IID for the construction,
operation, and maintenance of its electrical infrastructure. The City of Calipatria
already requires applicants to coordinate and comply with all conditions set forth
by the Imperial Irrigation District prior to receiving final approval from the city.
This includes compliance with any easements required by the IID for their
electrical infrastructure. To further ensure this coordination remains as a
requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to Section XVII of the
IS/MND which states the following;

USS-2: lID Coordination and Permit Requirements

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan project area
shall be required to coordinate and comply with all conditions and permit
applications required by the Imperial Irrigation District (IID). Certificates of
occupancy will not be issued until all 1ID application requirements have been
met.

Response to Comment 4-4: The commenter states that any substations or switchyards
to accommodate development shall be located on property and be transferred
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to 11D in fee simple ownership with legal access. The City of Calipatria already
requires applicants to coordinate and comply with all conditions set forth by the
Imperial Irrigation District prior to receiving final approval from the city. This
coordination includes any required easements, dedications, transfers, and
access required by the IID for their electrical infrastructure. To further ensure
this coordination remains as a requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was
added to Section XVII of the IS/IMND requiring developers to coordinate and
comply with all 11D requirements prior to the issuance of a certificate of
occupancy. Refer to “Response to Comment 4-2" for additional information.

Response to Comment 4-5: The commenter states that future development projects in
the area will impact the E Drain located along the northern boundary. Applicants
are required to coordinate with the 1D for any project located on or near any 11D
facility as part of the entitlement process. The Eastside Specific Plan will not
change the established procedure, and applicants will still require coordination
with the IID prior to project approval. To further ensure this coordination remains
as a requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to Section XVII of the
IS/MND requiring developers to coordinate and comply with all ID requirements
prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Refer to “Response to
Comment 4-2" for additional information.

Response to Comment 4-6: The commenter states that each individual project should
submit improvement plans to IID for review and final documentation if the
projects plan to discharge into the E Drain. The city requires that all development
projects coordinate with the IID and provide a copy of any IID permits required
for a project prior to the approval of a building permit application. To further
ensure that this process remains a requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was
added to Section XVII of the IS/IMND requiring developers to coordinate and
comply with all IID requirements prior to the issuance of a certificate of
occupancy. Refer to “Response to Comment 4-2" for additional information.

Response to Comment 4-7: The commenter states that as new developments are
proposed within the Eastside Specific Plan, those projects will each need to be
reviewed on a case-by-case basis for potential impacts and mitigation of 11D
water facilities. As mentioned in “Response to Comment 4-6”, the city currently
requires that all development projects coordinate with the 11D and provide a copy
of any IID permits required for a project prior to the approval of a building permit
application. To further ensure that this process remains a requirement,
Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to Section XVII of the IS/IMND requiring
developers to coordinate and comply with all 1D requirements prior to the
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issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Refer to “Response to Comment 4-2” for
additional information.

Response to Comment 4-8: The commenter states that construction plans for projects
developed within the specific plan area, including grading/drainage and fencing
plans, are to be submitted to IID Water Department Engineering Services
Section prior to final project design. This is to ensure that there are no impacts
to 11D water facilities. The commenter also provides a phone number to request
additional information if needed. As mentioned in “Response to Comment 4-6",
the city currently requires that all development projects coordinate with the 11D
and provide a copy of any IID permits required for a project prior to the approval
of a building permit application. To further ensure that this process remains a
requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to Section XVII of the
IS/MND requiring developers to coordinate and comply with all 11D requirements
prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Refer to “Response to
Comment 4-2" for additional information.

Response to Comment 4-9: The commenter states that projects developed within the
specific plan area may not use lID's canal or drain banks to access project sites.
Any abandonment of easements or facilities will be approved by the 11D based
on systems (irrigation, drainage, power, etc.) needs. This comment has been
noted, and Mitigation Measure USS-3 was added to Section XVII of the IS/MND
which states the following:

USS-3: liD Canal/Drain Banks

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan project area
may not use the IID's canal or drain banks to access project sites. Any
abandonment of easements or facilities must be approved by the IID based on
systems (irrigation, drainage, power, etc.) needs.

Response to Comment 4-10: The commenter states that a change in existing drainage
discharge locations may substantially alter the drainage pattern of proposed
project sites and may adversely impact 11D drains. To mitigate these impacts, a
comprehensive IID hydraulic drainage system analysis may be required. 1ID's
hydraulic drainage system analysis includes an associated drain impact fee. All
project specific plans (building, grading, drainage, etc.) for future developments
within the Eastside Specific Plan will require the approval of the 1ID prior to the
issuance of any permit application. This requirement is enforced under the
already established entitlement process in the city. To further ensure that this
process remains a requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to
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Section XVII of the IS/MND requiring developers to coordinate and comply with
all liD requirements prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Refer to
“Response to Comment 4-2" for additional information.

Response to Comment 4-11: The commenter states that all flows being discharged into
lID's drains will have to be in conformance with the laws and regulations of
Imperial County and the various state and federal agencies having jurisdiction
over water quality control, Drainage restrictions are outlined in the 1ID's Rules
and Regulations Governing the Distribution and Use of Water. This comment
has been noted, and Mitigation Measure USS-4 was added to Section XVII of
the IS/MND which states the following:

USS-4: Rules and Regulations Governing the Distribution and Use of
Water

All flows being discharged into IID's drains from future projects within the
Eastside Specific Plan shall be in conformance with the laws and regulations of
Imperial County and the various state and federal agencies having jurisdiction
over water quality control. All projects shall refer to the drainage restrictions
outlined in the IID's Rules and Regulations Governing the Distribution and Use
of Water.

Response to Comment 4-12: The comment states that within the specific plan area,
future infrastructure projects that cross over/under/through any IID irrigation or
drainage facility will require encroachment permits and an engineering planning
review, The IID WDES Section should be contacted prior to final project design.
As mentioned in “Response to Comment 4-6”, the city currently requires that all
development projects coordinate with the IID and provide a copy of any IID
permits required for a project prior to the approval of a building permit
application. To further ensure that this process remains a requirement,
Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to Section XVII of the IS/MND requiring
developers to coordinate and comply with all IID requirements prior to the
issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Refer to “Response to Comment 4-2” for
additional information.

Response to Comment 4-13: The comment states that an 1ID encroachment permit is
required to utilize existing surface-water drainpipe connections to drains and
receive drainage service from IID. Surface-water drainpipe connections are to
be modified in accordance with [ID Water Department Standards. A construction
storm-water permit from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board is
required before commencing construction. An industrial storm water permit from
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CRWQCB is required for operation of the proposed facility. The project's "Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan" and storm-water permit from CRWQCB are to
be submitted to IID. As mentioned in “Response to Comment 4-6", the city
currently requires that all development projects coordinate with the IID and
provide a copy of any |ID permits required for a project prior to the approval of
a building permit application. To further ensure that this process remains a
requirement, Mitigation Measure USS-2 was added to Section XVII of the
IS/IMND requiring developers to coordinate and comply with all 11D requirements
prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Refer to “Response to
Comment 4-2” for additional information.

Response to Comment 4-14: The comment provides the commenter's phone number
and email address for additional information regarding the comment letter. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 4-15: Comment 4-15 is a copy of the prior comment letter
submitted by the IID on July 31, 2023. Refer to Letter 3 above for a detailed
description of the comments and response to comments for the lID letter dated
July 31, 2023.
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Letter 5 — Supporters Alliance for Environmental Responsibility, Brian B. Flynn,
(Pg. 1 of 1)

LOZEAU [al38]z) 83

J =

June 23, 2025

Via Email
Laura Gutierrez, City Manager Jeorge Galvan, Consultant City Planner
City of Calipairia The Holt Group, Inc.
125 North Park Avenue 1601 North Iimperial
Calipatria, CA 92233 El Centro, CA 92243
1 gutierrez(@calipatria.com jealvani@theholtgroup.net

Re:  Comment on Mitigated Negative Declaration
Eastside Specific Plan

To City Manager Gutierrez and Planner Galvan:

This comment is submitted on behalf of Supporters Alliance For Environmental

Responsibility (“SAFER”) and its members living or working in and around the City of 5-1
Calipatria (“City”) regarding the miligated negative declaration (*MND"™) prepared for the
Eastside Specific Plan (*Specific Plan™).

The MND does net provide in-depth analysis for any of the Specific Plan’s impaets,
claiming:

As a planning document, the Eastside Specific Plan will not approve or entitle any
development within the project area. All future developments will still be required
to comply with all the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
{CEQA), Imperial County Air Pollution Contrel District (ICAPCD) requirements,
and any other federal, state, or local requirements as applicable to the project.

(MNID3, p. 2.3 To ensure that subsequent projects within the Specific Plan will in fact be subject

to adequate environmental review, SAFER respectfully requests that the City adopt a binding 5-2
conditional of approval for the Specific Plan requiring that subsequent projects will be subject to
CEQA review and require a projeet-speeific mitigated negative declaration or environmental
impact report prior to approval.

Sincerely,

Brian B. Flynn
Lozeau Drury LLP
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2.9 Letter 5 - City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 5-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and a
description of the Supporters Alliance for Environmental Responsibility (SAFER)
and the purpose of the letter. Since the comment does not address the
adequacy of the environmental analysis, no changes to the IS/MND in response
to this comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 5-2: The comment quotes a statement from the project IS'MND
project description stating that all future developments will be required to comply
with all the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
Imperial County Air Pollution Control District (ICAPCD), and all other federal,
state, and local requirements. The comment then requests that the city includes
a condition of approval requiring subsequent projects to undergo a CEQA review
and require project-specific mitigated negative declarations or environmental
impact report prior to approval. This comment has been noted, and mitigation
measure LU-4 was added to Section X of the IS/MND which states the following:

LU-4: CEQA Review

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan project area
shall be subject to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review and a
Notice of Exemption, Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or
Environmental Impact Report shall be completed pursuant to federal, state, and
local requirements prior to project approval.
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Letter 6 - California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Brandy Wood, (Pg. 1 of 8)

Dacusign Enveiope [0: S0AF4BC0-7781-d DT0-BEIE-F4AS4 5504 557

A dliforria — MNatura 5 oY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WALDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Diroctor ©

4 Inland Deserts Reglon

3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220

Ontario, CA 81764

July 16, 2025
Sent via e-mail

Laura Gutierrez

City Manager

City of Calipatria

125 North Park Ave.
Calipatria, CA, 52233

Dear Ms. Gutierrez:

CITY OF CALIPATRIA EASTSIDE SPECIFIC PLAN (PROJECT)
REVISED INITIAL STUDY/ MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND)
SCH# 2023070424

The California Depariment of Fish and \Wildiife {CDFW) received a Notice of Intent to
Adopt an MND from the City of Calipatria for the Project pursuant the California 6.1
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.! CDFW previously submitted -
comments In response to the originally circulated MND on August 17, 2023.

Thank you for the opportunily to provide comments and recommendations regarding those
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildiife, Likewise, we
appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project that
CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the exercise of its own
regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

COFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in frust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Coda, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a))
CDFW, In its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the canservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habilat necessary for biologically
sustainable papulations of those species, (/d., § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of CEQA,
CDFW is charged by law lo provide, as available, biological expertise during public agency
environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. 6.2

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. {Pub,
Resources Code, § 21089; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need
ta exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for
example, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed alteration regulatory
authority. (Fish & G, Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent implementation of the
Project as proposed may result in *take” as defined by State law of any species protected
under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.),
the project propanent may seek related take authorization as provided by the Fish and
Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

Proponent: City of Calipalria

Objective: The Project proposes land-use changes to accommodate fulure development
of an approximate 133.38-acre site for housing units, commercial use, and industrial use.
The northern portion of the site would consist of single-family housing developments with a
portion set aside for open space. The central portion of the site would consist of single-
family housing developments and residential commercial mixed-use. The southern portion
of the site would cansist of residential commercial mixed-use and residential industrial

[=1]

-3

T CEQA is cadified in the California Fublic Resources Code inseclion 21000 et seq. The "CEQA Guidelines”
are found in Tille 14 of the Callfornia Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000,

61|FPac

219



Letter 6 - California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Brandy Wood, (Pg. 2 of 8)

Docusign Envelage (D SLAFSGCO-TPEL-4 D70 HEIE-FLA5AA50455 7

Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
City of Calipatria

July 16, 2025

Page 2 of 7

mixed-use. The parcels situated west of S Railroad Ave would accommodate commercial
industrial use.

The Project would require a Re-Zone and General Plan Amendment to change the existing
City Zoning land use designation from R-1 {Low Density Residential), R-2 (Medium
Density Residential), R-3 (High Density Residential), 0S-G (Open Space/Recreation), CP
(General Commercial), M-2 (Heavy Industry), and DC (Downtown District) to R-1 (Low
Density Residential), RC (Commersial Resldential Mixed-Use), Rl {Industrial Residential
Mixed-Use), 05-G (Open Space/Recreational), and Cl {Commercial Industrial). 6.3

Location: The Project is located east of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, nerth of
Date Street, and west of East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria in Imperial
County, California {33.127419°, -115.505458°). The Project site encompasses
undeveloped land, housing developments, and commercial facilities. The Project site is
surrounded by agricultural fields along the north and east boundaries, and agriculture
manufacturing facilities and housing developments along the west and south boundaries.
Additionally, an abutting canal runs along the northern and eastern boundaries of the
Project site.

Timefrarme: None provided
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

On August 17, 2023, CDFW provided comments to the Motice of Intent to Adopt a
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan (Attachment
1). On June 17, 2025, the City of Calipatria released a Nefice of Intant to Adopt a Revised
Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration. CDFW offers the comments and
recommendations below to assist the City of Calipatria in adequately identifying and/or
mitigating the Project's significant, or potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on
fish and wildlife {biological) resources. Editorial comments or other suggestions may also
be included to improve the document. Basad on the Praject's avoidance of significant 6-4
impacts on biological resources with implementation of mitigation measures, CDFW
conciudes that a Mitigated Negative Declaration is appropriate for the Project.

. Mitigation Measure or Altemative and Related impact Shortcoming

Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by CDFW or
USFws?

COMMENT 1!
Seclion V. Biological Resources, Page 19

Issue: On October 10, 2024, the California Fish and Game Commission accepted a
petition to list Western Burrowing Owl as endangered under CESA, determining the
listing “may be warranted" and advancing the species to the candidacy stage of the
CESA listing process. The Project may have a significant impact on burrowing owl
{Athene cunicularia hypugaea) and burrowing ow! habitat. Previous comments
submitted to the City of Calipatria. Due to western burrowing owl being currently
reviewed as a CESA candidate species, CDFW is providing additional 6-5
recommendations for mitigation of this species. More specific mitigation for western
burrowing owl than what was provided in the previous comment letter is provided
below.

Specific impact: Project construction and activities may result in injury or mortality of
burrawing owl, disrupt natural burrowing owl breeding behavior, and reduce
reproductive capacity. Also, the Project may impact breeding, wintering, and foraging
habitat for the species. Habitat loss could result in local extirpation of the species and
contribute ta local, regional, and statewide declines of burrowing owi. If western
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burrowing owl has inhabited the site, the potential for the collapsing of burrows,
entombment, displacement, direct take associated with vehicle and equipment strike,
indirect take associated with Project operations such as attracting predalors, reduction
of habitat and habitat quality could eccur. The Project, as described, will potentially
cause permanent and temporary impacts to western burrowing ow! foraging and
nesting habitat.

Evidence impact would be significant: In California, burrowing owls are in decline
primarily because of habitat loss, as well as disease, predation, and drought. Burrowing
owls require specific soil and microhabitat conditions, oceur in few locations within a
broad habitat category of grassland and some forms of agricultural land, require a
refatively large home range to support their life histary requirements, occur in relatively
low numbers, and are semi-colonial,

The Project, as described, may result in injury, direct mortality, indirect mortality,
disruption of breeding behavior, and/or may reduce reproductive capacity of the
species, CDFW considers the direct and indirect take of burrowing owl, and the loss of
the species’ habitat as a significant impact, unless mitigated to a level of less than
significant and in compliance with State (i.e., Fish and Game Code seclions 35035,
etc.) and Federal laws (i.e., Migratory Bird Treaty Act).

Furthermore, The California Fish and Game Commission accepted a petition to list
Burrowing Owl as endangered under CESA, determining the listing *may be warranted"
and advancing the species to the candidacy stage of the CESA listing process.
Burrowing Owi ts granted full protection of a threatened species under CESA. Take of
any endangered, threatened, candidate species that results from the Praject is
prohibited, except as authorized by State law (Fish & G. Code, §§ 88, 2062, 2067,
2068, 2080, 2085, Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 786.9)

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s) to Minimize Significant
Impacts: COFW appreciates that the MND provides & measure to minimize the 6.5
Project’s impacts to burrowing owl. COFW offers the following revisions to MM-BIO-7
(edits are in strikethrough and bold) for inclusion in the MND.

Mitigation Measure BIO-T:

No less than 60 days prior to the start of project-related activities within the Eastside
Specific Plan, a burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be conducted by a qualified
biologist according te the specifications of the Staff Repart on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
{Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most recent version).

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl habitat, then focused
burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in accordance with
the Staff Repert on Burrowing Cwl Mitigation {2012 or most recent version). 4§
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Burrowing Owl. If complete avoidance cannot be achieved, an Incidental Take
Permit (ITP) for Burrowing owl {Athene cunicularia) shall be obtained prior to
initiation of ground disturbing activities. The Project proponent shall adhere to
measures and conditions set forth within the ITP. Compensatory mitigation for
direct impacts shall be fulfilled through conservation of suitable Burrowing owl
habitat.

BIO-7.1: At least 45 days prior to construction, the Praject proponent shall
conduct a survey of the Project site to determine if burrowing owls are present. If
present, the Preject proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be
submitted to CDFW for review and approval at least 30 days prior to initiation of
ground disturbing activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include 1) impact
assessment that details the number and location of occupied burrow sites, and
acres of burrowing owl habitat; 2) if avoidance of impacts is proposed, details on |8-5
avoidance actions and monitoring such as proposed buffers, visual barriers and
other actions; 3) site monitoring to be conducted prior to, during, and after any
exclusion of burrowing owls from their burrows sufficient to ensure take is
avoided, daily monitoring with cameras and direct observation for one week to
confirm young of the year have fledged if the exclusion will occur immediately
after the end of the breeding season, and process to document any excluded
burrowing owls use of artificial or natural burrows on an adjoining mitigation site
(if able to confirm by band resight), 4) details of mitigation for impacts to
cccupied burrows and habitat. The proposed implementation of burrow
exclusion and closure should only be considered as a last resort. If impacts to
occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding
adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat is
available nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of artificial burrows
(numbers, location, and type of burrows) and management activities for
relocated owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The Project
proponent shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review and
approval.

BIO-7.2: Burrowing Owl Avoidance. If burrowing owls are delected on-site, a
Designated Biologist, knowledgeable of burrowing owl habitat and behavior,
shall establish a no-disturbance buffer following the 2012 Staff Report around all
burrowing owl burrows such as roosting and satellite burrows within the Project
area and an appropriate buffer determined by the Designated Biologist, with
posted signs demarking the area to avoid, using stakes, flags, and/or rope or
cord to minimize the disturbance of burrowing owl habitat. The Designated
Biologist shall delineate burrows with different materials than those used to
delineate the Project area. Project proponent shall remaove and properly dispose
of all materials used for delineation immediately upon completion of the Project.
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BIO-7.3: To ensure that the Project avoids impacts to burrowing owl, a qualified
biologist shall complete a take avoidance survey no less than 14 days prior to
initiating ground disturbance activities using the recommended methads
described in the 2012 Staff Report. Burrowing owls may re-colonize a site after
only a few days. Time lapses or a break in construction activities of 3 days will
trigger subsequent take avoidance surveys including but not limited to a final
survey conducted within 24 hours prior to ground disturbance,

BIO-7.4: During take avoidance surveys, the Project proponent shall have a 6-5
Designated Biologist(s), pre-approved by CDFW, inspect all burrows that exhibit
typical characteristics of owl activity prior to any site-preparation activities.
Evidence of owl activity may include presence of owls themselves, burrows, and
owl sign at burrow entrances such as pellets, whitewash or other
“ornamentation,” feathers, prey remains, elc. If it is evident that the burrows are
actively being used, the Project proponent shall follow the guidelines in the
CDFW approved Burrowing Owl Plan. If no Plan has been approved, the Project
proponent shall not commence activities until owls have been confirmed absent
and the burrows are no longer in use by adult or juvenile owls or until a
Burrowing Owl Plan has been submitted and approved.

Il. Editorial Comments and/or Suggestions

Please revise every instance of “species of special concern” succeading western 88
burrowing owl to "CESA candidate species”. These instances oceur on page 16, 20,
and 21 of the revised MND.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that infarmation developed In environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated inte a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations. (Fub, Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).)
Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural communities detected 6-7
during Project surveys to the Callfornia Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDE
field survey form can be filled out and submitted online at the following link:
hitps:/iwildlife ca.gov/Data/CNDDBE/Submitling-Data. The types of information reported to

CNDDB can be found at the following link: hitps: /. wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDR/Plants-
and-Animals

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish andfor wildlife, and assessment of
environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the
Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of 6-8
environmental review by COFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is
required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal.
Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G, Code, § 711 .4; Pub. Resources Code, §21089)

b
CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the City of Calipatria  [6-8
in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.
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Questions regarding this lefter or further coordination should be directed to Austin
Gutierrez, Environmental Scientist at (909) 544-2525 or Austin. Gutierez@ Wildiife ca.gov.

Sincerely,
Decatipned iy
Brawdy Moo
Brandy Wood
Ernvironmental Program Manager 6-9

Attachments
Attachment 1. Mitigation Manitening and Reporting Program (MMRP)

ec;  Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento
siate clearinghousefici ca.goy

Jeorge Galvin, Consultart City Planner, City of Calipatria
jnalvanidtheholtaroup net
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ATTACHMENT 1: MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP)

Biological Resources (BIO)

Mitigation Measure (MM} Description

Implementation
Schedule

Responsible
Parlies

BIO 7: Burrowing Owl.

If complete avaidance cannot be achieved, an
Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for Burrowing ow!
(Athene cunicufaiia) shall be obtained prior to
initiation of ground disturbing activities. The
Project proponent shall adhere to measuras and
conditions set forth within the TP, Compensatory
mitigation for direct impacts shall be fulfilled
through conservation of suitable Burrowing owl
habitat.

| Prior to Project

construction
aclivilies

City of
Calipatria

BIO-7.1: At least 45 days prior to construction,
the Project proponent shall conduct a survey of
the Project site o determine if burrowing owls are
present. If present, the Project proponent shall
prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be
submitted to COFW for review and approval at
least 30 days prior to initiation of ground
disturbing activities. The Burrowing Ow| Plan
shall include 1) impact assessment that details
the number and location of occupied burrow
sites, and acres of burrowing ow! habitat; 2) if
avoidanca of impacts is proposed, details on
avoidance actions and monitoring such as
proposed buffers, visual barriers and other
actions; 3) site monitoring to be conducted prior
to, during, and after any exclusion of burrowing
owls from their burrows sufficient to ensure take
is avoided, daily monitoring with cameras and
direct observation for one week to confirm young
of the year have fladged if the exciusion will
occur immediately after the end of the breeding
season, and process to document any excluded
burrowing owls use of artificial or natural burrows
on an adjoining mitigation site {if able to confim
by band resight), 4) details of mitigation for
impacts to occupied burrows and habitat, The
proposed implementation of burrow exclusion
and closure should only be considered as a last
resort, If impacts to occupied burrows cannot be
avoided, information shall be previded regarding
adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to
owls. If no suitable habitat is available nearby,
deftails regarding the creation and funding of
artificial burrows {numbers, location, and type of
burrows) and management activities for relocated
owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl
Plan. The Project propenent shall implement the
Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review and
approval.

Prior to Project
construction
activities

City of
Calipatria

BIO-7.2; Burrowing Owl Avoidance. If burrowing
owls are detected on-site, a Designated Biologist,
knowledgeable of burrowing owl habitat and
behavior, shall establish a no-disturbance buffer
following the 2012 Staff Report around all

Prior to Project
construction
activities/

gall

Project

Cily of
Calipatria
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burrowing owl burrows such as roosting and tion/ End of
satellite burrows within the Project area and an consiruction
appropriate buffer determined by the Designated
Biologist, with posted signs demarking the area
to avold, using stakes, flags, andfor rope or cord
to minimize the disturbance of burrowing owl
habitat. The Designated Biologist shall delineate
burrows with different materials than those used
{o delineate the Project area. Project proponent
shall remove and properly dispose of all
materials used for delineation Immediately upon
completion of the Project.

BIO-7.3: To ensure that the Project avoids Prior to Project City of
impacts to burrowing owl, a qualified biologist construction Calipatria
shall complete a take avoidance survey no less | aclivities
than 14 days prior to initiating ground disturbance
aclivities using the recommended methods
described in the 2012 Staff Report. Burrowing
owls may re-colonize a site after only a few days. 6-10
Time lapses or a break in construction activities
of 3 days will trigger subsequent take avoidance
surveys including but not limited to a final survey
conducted within 24 hours prior to ground

disturbance.
BIO-7.4: During take avoidance surveys, the Prior to Project City of
Project propenent shall have a Designated construction Calipafria

Bialogist{s), pre-approved by COFW, inspect all | activities
burrows that exhibit typical characteristics of owl
activity prior to any site-preparation activities.
Evidence of owl activity may include presence of
owls themselves, burrows, and owl sign at
burrow entrances such as peliets, whitewash or
other “omamentation,” feathers, pray remains,
etc. If it is evident that the burrows are activaly
being used, the Project proponent shall follow the
guidelines in the COFW approved Burrowing Owl
Plan. If ne Plan has been approvad, the Project
propenent shall not commence activities until
owls have been confirmed absent and the
burraws are na longer in use by adult or juvenile
owls or until a Burrowing Owl Plan has been
submitted and approved.
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2.10 Letter 6 — City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 6-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and thanks
the city for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft ISIMND. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 6-2: The comment provides a description of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) role as a responsible agency under
CEQA. The comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental
analysis; therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 6-3: The comment provides a summary of the Eastside Specific
Plan and includes information on the project's objective and location. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are
necessary.

Response to Comment 6-4: The comment provides the dates and a brief description of
the comment letters prepared by CDFW for the Eastside Specific Plan and ends
by stating that the MND is appropriate for the project. As such no changes to
the IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 6-5: The comment begins by stating that the California Fish and
Game Commission accepted a petition to list Western Burrowing Owl as
endangered under CESA, determining the listing “may be warranted” and
advancing the species to the candidacy stage of the CESA listing process. Due
to western burrowing owl being currently reviewed as a CESA candidate
species, CDFW is providing additional recommendations for mitigation of this
species.

The commenter also states that project construction and activities may result in
injury or mortality of burrowing owl, disrupt natural burrowing owl breeding
behavior, and reduce reproductive capacity. Also, the Project may impact
breeding, wintering, and foraging habitat for the species. The Project, as
described, may result in injury, direct mortality, indirect mortality, disruption of
breeding behavior, and/or may reduce reproductive capacity of the species.
CDFW considers the direct and indirect take of burrowing owl, and the loss of
the species’ habitat as a significant impact, unless mitigated to a level of less
than significant and in compliance with State (j.e., Fish and Game Code sections
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3503.5, etc.) and Federal laws (i.e., Migratory Bird Treaty Act).

To minimize the potential impact listed in the above references comment, CDFW
offers revisions to MM-BIO-7 for inclusion in the IS/MND. This comment has
been noted, and mitigation measure BIO-7 was updated as follows:

BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than 60 days prior to the start of project-related activities within the
Eastside Specific Plan, a burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be conducted
by a qualified biologist according to the specifications of the Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most
recent version).

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl habitat, then
focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in
accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most
recent version). H-burrowi v during ! reys.the
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Burrowing Owl. If complete avoidance cannot be achieved, an Incidental Take

Permit (ITP) for Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) shall be obtained prior to
initiation of ground disturbing activities. The Project proponent shall adhere to
measures and conditions set forth within the ITP. Compensatory mitigation for
direct impacts shall be fulfilled through conservation of suitable Burrowing owl

habitat.

BIO-7.1: At least 45 days prior to construction, the Project proponent shall
conduct a survey of the Project site to determine if burrowing owls are present.
If present, the Project proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall
be submitted to CDFW for review and approval at least 30 days prior to initiation
of ground disturbing activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include 1) impact
assessment that details the number and location of occupied burrow sites, and
acres of burrowing owl habitat; 2) if avoidance of impacts is proposed, details on
avoidance actions and menitoring such as proposed buffers, visual barriers and
other actions: 3) site menitoring to be conducted prior to, during, and after any
exclusion of burrowing owls from_their burrows sufficient to ensure take is
avoided, daily monitoring with cameras and direct observation for one week to
confirm young of the year have fledged if the exclusion will occur immediately
after the end of the breeding season, and process to document any excluded
burrowing owls use of artificial or natural burrows on an adjoining mitigation site
(if able to confirm by band resight), 4) details of mitigation for impacts to occupied
burrows and habitat. The proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and
closure should only be considered as a last resort. If impacts to occupied
burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding adjacent or
nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat is available
nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of artificial burrows (numbers,
location, and type of burrows) and management activities for relocated owls shall
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also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The Project proponent shall
implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review and approval.

BIO-7.2: Burrowing Owl Avoidance. If burrowing owls are detected on-site, a
Designated Biologist, knowledgeable of burrowing owl habitat and behavior,
shall establish a no-disturbance buffer following the 2012 Staff Report around
all burrowing owl burrows such as roosting and satellite burrows within the
Project area and an appropriate buffer determined by the Designated Biologist,
with posted signs demarking the area to avoid, using stakes, flags, and/or rope
or cord to minimize the disturbance of burrowing owl habitat. The Designated
Biologist shall delineate burrows with different materials than those used to
delineate the Project area. Project proponent shall remove and properly dispose
of all materials used for delineation immediately upon completion of the Project.

BIO-7.3: To ensure that the Project avoids impacts to burrowing owl, a qualified
biologist shall complete a take avoidance survey no less than 14 days prior to
initiating ground disturbance activities using the recommended methods
described in the 2012 Staff Report. Burrowing owls may re-colonize a site after
only a few days. Time lapses or a break in construction activities of 3 days will
trigger subsequent take avoidance surveys including but not limited to a final
survey conducted within 24 hours prior to ground disturbance.

BIO-7.4: During take avoidance surveys, the Project proponent shall have a
Designated Biologisi(s), pre-approved by CDFW, inspect all burrows that exhibit
typical characteristics of owl activity prior to any site-preparation activities.
Evidence of owl activity may include presence of owls themselves, burrows, and
owl sign _at burrow entrances such as pellets, whitewash or other
‘ornamentation,” feathers, prey remains, etc. If it is evident that the burrows are
actively being used, the Project proponent shall follow the guidelines in the
CDFW approved Burrowing Owl Plan. If no Plan has been approved, the Project
proponent shall not commence activities until owls have been confirmed absent
and the burrows are no longer in use by adult or juvenile owls or until a Burrowing
Owl Plan has been submitted and approved.

Response to Comment 6-6: The comment requests that every instance of “species of
special concern” succeeding western burrowing owl be revised to “CESA
candidate species” on pages 16, 20, and 21 of the IS/MND. This comment has
been noted, and the requested changes tc pages 16, 21, and 22 have been
implemented.

Response to Comment 6-7: The comment provides instructions and website links for
submitting CEQA documents and project surveys to the state for review. The
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comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are

necessary.

Response to Comment 6-8: The comment provides information on CDFW
environmental submittals and filing fees. The comment does not address the
adequacy of the environmental analysis; therefore, no changes to the IS/MND
in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 6-9: The comment provides closing remarks and contact
information to send any questions regarding the review letter. The comment
does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis; therefore, no
changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 6-10: The comment provides a table with the mitigation
measures CDFW recommended be added or modified in the IS/MND. A
response for each comment and mitigation measure has already been
addressed in prior responses; therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response
to this comment are necessary.
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CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSFORTATION AGENCY LCAVIN MEWSOM, GOVERMOR

California Department of Transporiation e
B 4.5

DISTRICT 11

4050 TAYLOR STREET, M5-240 Gférans

SAN DIEGO, CA 92110
[619) 709-5152 | FAX [619] 688-42909 TTY 711

www, dot ca.goy

July 24, 2025
11-IMP-115

Pii 34.40
City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan
MND/SCH #2023070424
Ms. Laura Gutiemrez
City Manager
City of Calipatria
125 North Park Ave
Calipatria, CA 92233

Dear Ms, Gufierrez:

Thank you for including the Californa Department of Iransportation (Caltrans) in the
envircnmental review process for the Mitigated Negative Declaration [MND) for the
City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan located near State Route 115 (SR-115). The
mission of Calirans is fo provide g safe and reliakle fransportation network that serves
all people and respects the environment. The Local Development Review (LDR)
Program reviews lend use projects and plans to ensure consistency with our mission
and state planning priorities.

Safety is one of Caltrans’ strategic godls. Caltrans strives to moke the yeaor 2050
the first year without a single death or sericus injury on California's roads. We are
striving for more equitable oculcomes for the transpertation network's diverse
users, To achieve these ambiticus gocis, we will pursue meaningful 71
colloboration with our parfners. We encourage the implementation of new
technologies, innovations, and best practices that will enhance the safety on
the fransportaiion netwerk, These pursuits are both ambitious and urgent, and
their accomplishment involves a focused departure from the stalus quo as we
confinue fo institutionalize safety in all our work.

Calirans is committed to priortizing projects that are equitable and provide
meaningful benefits to historically underserved communities, to ultimately improve
fransperiation accessibility and quality of life for people in the communities we serve.

We look forward fo working with the City of Calipatria in areas where the City and
Caltrans have joinf jurisdiction to improve the transportation network and connections

"Impreving lives cnd communitles through tronsportation.”
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Letter 7 - California Department of Transportation, Kimberly Dodson (Pg. 2 of 6)

Ms. Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
July 24, 2025
Page 2

between various modes of fravel, with the goal of improving the experience of those
who use the transportation system. 71

Caltrans has the following comments:
Transportation
MND Mitigation measures page 47:

TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, dll access from future developments ecst of
the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be dlowed to access
through $R-115. Developers will be encouraged to establish access to properties
through the side streets [e.g. South Brown Avenue, Industrial Averue,
Commercial Avenue, elc.). Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During
Construction/Froject Contractar. Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Cdlipatria

TRANSP-2: Access West of Railread

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments west of
the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Flan, will not be adllowed to access 7.2
through 3B-115. Developers will be encouraged to establish access to properties
thraugh the side streets such as South Imperial Avenue. Timing/Implementation:
Prior to and During Construction/Project Contractor Enforcement /Monitoring:
City of Cadlipatria

Please clarify the use of "all access from future developments”. Please clarify if this
referring to "all driveway access” or more general use of access, meaning vehicles
using the state route. Does "future developments” reference only “fufure
developments within the Easfside Specific Plan” or include future developmenis
outside the specific plan area?

Please madify all references to "all access” to state “ail driveway access". Please
medify "establish access" to "establish driveway access”.

Cdltrans recommends that all future developments adjacent to SR-115 with impacts to
the state Right-of-Way (R/W] including transportation, hydraulic and pedestrian
impacts, are coordinated with the Caltrans LDR Branch.

System Planning
e FEaskside Specific Plan 7-3
o VIl Greenhouse Gas Emissions Discussion

“mpeaving ives and commuonifies through ranspadation.”
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Ms. Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
July 24, 2025
Page 3

» Mitigation Measure GGE-1: Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction
Methods proposes a variety of ways that Greenhouse Gases can be
reduced. However, there is no mention of shifting te zero-emission 7.3
vehicles or implementing charging infrastructure. Cxecutive Order h-
/9-20 states that California is committed to 100 percent of new auto
sales to be zero-emission by 2035. Consider including language that
addresses this state goal. i

o Xl Pepulation and Housing Discussion

e The specific plan area is located within an identified environmental
justice community. The project area received a median score of 82
on the California Communities Enviranrmental Health Screenina Toal:
Calbnvirodcrean 4.0, indicating that the community experiences
several environmental justice challenges. To increase Environmental
Justice efforfs, we suggest incorporating inclusive public outreach 74
and participation in the planning process fo ensure these
communities have an opportunity fo participate in the decision-
making that affects their environment. For additional guidance,
Calfrans has a Community Engagement Coordinator, Anna Strahan
Anna.Strahan@dot.ca.qov.

> XV Transportation/Traffic Discussion

» The plan uses the City of Cdlipatia General Plan Circulation
Element Level of Service (LOS) standards for various roadways
through the city. Senate Bill (SB) 743 requires lead agencies to assess
VMT impacts of projects. We recormmend conducting a Vehicle
Mies Traveled (VMT) analysis and traffic study as the CEQA metric 7.5
for evaluating the proposed project’s sigrificant fransportation
impacts opposed to LOS. New development resulting from the
$pecific Plan should provide a Vehicle Miles of Travel [VMT) based
Traffic Impact Study (TIS). Please use the Govemor's Office of
Flanning and Research Guidance to identify VMT related impacts.!

+ The project plan area s located less than 1,000 feet east from the
Union Pacific Railroad. Railroad preemption operation should be
reviewed for safety impacts. We also encourage considering
new/upgraded at-grade crossings and traffic signal timing for 76
pedestrian movemenis as well as vehicles. Please coordinate with
the Califomia Public Utilities Commission regarding any construction
or modification of public rail crossings near the project area. .

= Severdl planning documents frequently utilized by the Caltrans System Planning
branch discuss the importance of transportation and connectivity, land use

' California Govemer's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 2018. "Technical Advisory on Evaluating
Transpartation Impactsin CEQA" hitps//opr.ca.govidocy/20190122-743 Jechnical Advisory.pdf

“Improving lives and comimunities throwgh fransporiation.”
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planning, and safety. The following documents provide further background on
state and regional planning in relation to this project.
o Connect SoCal 2024 for comprehensive regional transcortation planning
in Imperial County.
Climate Action Plan for Transportation Infrastructure [(CAPTI — CAPT and
CAPT 2.0 for California state recommendations io combat and adapt to
climate change while supporting public health, safetv, and equity.
o Cadlifornio Tronsportation Flan [CTP} 2050 for the transportation bluepiint of
ihe fuiure and Cdiifornia’s arowina climale concems.
> smad Mobllity Framework 2010 for guidance on integrating transportation
with land use.
o Caltrans Active Transportation Plan 2022 for a comprehensive view of the
bicycle and pedestrian needs in each district.
= There are idenfified Location Based Needs in Cdalipatria. Please
review the District 11 Active Transportation Plan and Story Map.
Imperial County Regiondl Active Transporiation Plan 2022 for proposed
active transportation improvements near the project area. 7.7
o |mpoerial County Transportation Cormmission Long Banae Transportation
Plan 2024 for reference and consistency.
» We recommend reviewing Appendix F: Project List for any relevant
projects in the areaq.
o Imperial County Safe Routes fe School Regional Master Plan 201 6 for
fransportation safety in relation to public schools in Imperial County.
s Please review the City of Cdlipatria section starting on page 112.
o  County of Impericl Draft Airport Land Use Compadatibility Plan Uodate
e The County of Imperid is developing a Draft Alrport Land Use
Compatibility Flan Update that will replace the June 1996 version. System
Plonning recommends that the City of Cdlipatria Eastside Specific Plan
incorporates or mentions aspects of the Airport Land Use Compatibility
Plan once avdilable.
o Draft Lithium Valley Specific Plan (LVSP)
< The project areais located less than 2,000 feet from the planned Lithium
Yalley project area. Please consider the effects it may have on future
Eastside Specific Plan area developments.

o

-

O

Complete Streets and Mobility Network

Caltrans views all transportation improvements as opportunities to improve safety,
access, and mobility for all travelers in Califomia and recognizes bicycle, pedestrian,
and transit modes as integral elements of the transportation network. Caltrans 7.8
supports improved transit accommodation through the provision of Park and Ride
facilifies, improved bicycle and pedestrian access and safety improvemenis, signa
prioftization for fransit, bus on shoulders, ramp improvements, or other enhancements

“Improving lives and communities ihvough rensportation,”
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Ms. Laura Gutierrez, City Manager
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that promotes a complete and integrated fransportation network. Early coordination
with Calfrans, in locations that may affect both Caltrans and the City of Calipatria is
encouraged.

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve California’s Climate Change target,
Caltrans is implementing Complete Streets and Climate Change policies into State
Highway Operations and Protection Program [SHOPP) projects to meet multi-modal
mobility needs. Caltrans locks forward to working with the City fo evaluate potential 78
Complete Streets projects.

Bicycle, pedestrian, and public fransit access during construction is imporfant.
Mitigation to maintain bicycle, pedestrian, and public transit access during
construction is in accordance with Calfrans’ goals and policies.

Please consider Class | bicycles proposed routes on Main Street, Brown Avenue, East
Bonita Place, Freeman Street, and East Avenue as an opportunity for multimodcai
integration to SR-115in the future.

Land Use and Smart Growth

Caltrans recognizes there is a strong link between transportation and land use.
Developrment can have asignificant impact on traffic and congestion an State
fransportation facilities. In particular, the paitern of land use can affect both local
vehicle miles traveled and the number of trips. Caltrans supports collaboration with 7-9
local agencies to work towards a safe, functiondl, inferconnected, multi-modal
transportation network integrated through applicable "smart growth” type lond use
planning and policies.

Noise

The applicant must be informed that in accordance with 23 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 772, the Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is not responsible 7-10
for existing or future traffic noise impacts associated with the existing configuration of
SR-115.

Right-of-Way

Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments by a
licensed land surveyor is required, if they are being destroyed by any construction.
Any work performed within Caltrans' R/W will require discretionary review and 711
approval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit will be required for any work
within the Caltrans' R/W prior to construction.

"lrngaroving lives and cammunifies theaugh ronsporlafion.”
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Addifional information regarding encroachment permits may be obtained by visiting
the welbsite at hitos://dot.ca.goviorograms/iroffic-cperations/ep. Projects with the
following:

+ require a Caltrans Encroachment Permit 7-11
+ have completed the Caltrans Local Development Review (LDR) process
s have an approved environmental document

need to have documents submitted for Quadlity Management Assessment Process
{QMAP) process via email to D1 1.QMAP. Permifs@dot.ca.aov. Early coordination with
Caltrans is strongly advised for all encroachment permits.

if you have any guestions or concerns, please contact Shannon Aston, LDR
Coordinator, at {619) $92-0628 or by e-mail senf to shannon.aston@dol.ca.aov.
Sincerely,
Kimberly D. Dodson 712
Kimberly Dodson
Branch Chief
Local Development Review J

" Improving lives and communifies Hrough ranspaorlalion.”
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2.11 Letter 7 — City of Calipatria Response to Comments

Response to Comment 7-1: The comment provides introductory remarks and a
description of the objectives and commitments of the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans). Since the comment does not address the adequacy
of the environmental analysis, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this
comment is necessary.

Response to Comment 7-2: The comment begins by listing mitigation measures
TRANSP-1 and TRANSP-2 of page 47 of the IS/MND. The comment then
proceeds to request that the city clarifies the use of “all access from future
developments”. The comment also requests that “all access” and “establish
access” on TRANSP-1 and TRANSP-2 be modified to state “all driveway
access” and ‘“establish driveway access”. The comment ends with a
recommendation that all future developments adjacent to SR-115 with impacts
to the state right-of-way be coordinated with the Caltrans LDR branch. This
comment has been noted and mitigation measures TRANSP-1 and TRANSP-2
on Section XVI of the IS/IMND were modified and TRANSP-5 was added as
follows:

TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all driveway access from future developments
east of the railroad; within the Eastside Specific Plan and along SR-115; will not
be allowed to access through SR-115. Developers will be encouraged to
establish driveway access to properties through the side streets (e.g. South
Brown Avenue, Industrial Avenue, Commercial Avenue, etc.).

TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all driveway access from future developments
west of the railroad; within the Eastside Specific Plan and along SR-115; will not
be allowed to access through SR-115. Developers will be encouraged to
establish driveway access to properties through side streets such as South
Imperial Avenue.

TRANSP-5: Coordination with Caltrans LDR Branch

All future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan with impacts to the
State Right-of-Way (including transportation, hydraulic, and pedestrian impacts)
shall be coordinated with the Caltrans LDR Branch.

Response to Comment 7-3: The comment begins by stating that Mitigation Measure
80|Page
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GGE-1 on Section VIl of the IS/MND proposes a variety of ways that
Greenhouse Gases can be reduced, however, there is no mention of shifting to
zero-emission vehicles or implementing charging infrastructure. The comment
then recommends that language addressing Executive Order N-79-20 be
included to mitigation measure GGE-1. This comment has been noted and
mitigation measure GGE-1 on Section VIl of the IS/MND has been modified as
follows:

GGE-1: Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Methods

To help minimize greenhouse gas emissions, the City of Calipatria will require
future developers to implement the following Greenhouse Gas Emission
Reduction Methods when feasible.

« Minimize the carbon impact of construction processes and activities by
sourcing local materials to reduce transportation emissions, planning
machinery to be as effective as possible across projects, acquiring
machinery and equipment that run on renewable energy sources or
biofuels, and recycle or reuse materials during renovation and demolition
where possible.

¢ Consider installing on-site renewable energy systems that can be used
both during the building phase and then transition to the operational
stage.

e Comply with the City of Calipatria’s Zoning Ordinance which requires
construction work or related activity which is adjacent to or across a street
or right-of-way from a residential use, except between the hours of 7:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays, or between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday. No such construction is permitted on federal
holidays.

e Turn off equipment when not in use (i.e., not left idling for more than 10
minutes).

e Use equipment that is no older than 10 years old fo achieve the lowest
levels of air emissions.

e Consider utilizing zero-emission vehicles pursuant to Executive Order N-
79-20 which commits the state of California to have 100 percent of new
auto sales be zero-emission by 2035.

Response to Comment 7-4: The comment begins by stating that the specific plan area
is located within an identified environmental justice community. The project area
received a median score of 82 on the California Communities Environmental
Health Screening Tool: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, indicating that the community
experiences several environmental justice challenges. To increase
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Environmental Justice efforts, the commenter suggests incorporating inclusive
public outreach and participation in the planning process to ensure the identified
communities have an opportunity to participate in the decision-making that
affects their environment. This comment has been noted, and the city will
incorporate additional inclusive public outreach practices throughout the
Eastside Specific Plan planning process. Thus, no changes to the IS/MND
document are required.

Response to Comment 7-5: The comment recommends conducting a Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT) analysis and traffic study be conducted as the CEQA metric for
evaluating the proposed project’s significant transportation impacts. To ensure
that future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan will have a minimal
impact on traffic volumes in the surrounding area, Mitigation Measure TRANSP-
6 was added to Section XVI of the IS/MND which states the following:

TRANSP 6: Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) Traffic Impact Study (TIS)

Prior to the building permit approval, all major developments within the Eastside
Specific Plan shall undergo a CEQA review and incorporate a Vehicle Miles of
Travel (VMT) Traffic Impact Study (TIS) as required by the Governor's Office of
Planning and research and on an as needed bases.

Response to Comment 7-6: The comment begins by explaining that railroad preemption
should be reviewed for safety given the project's proximity to a railroad. The
commenter also encourages the city to consider and coordinate new/upgraded
at-grade crossings and traffic signal timing for pedestrian and vehicle
movements with the California Public Utilities Commission. The Highway-Rail
Crossing Handbook, third edition, from the U.S. Department of Transportation
provides guidance for when preemption should be implemented. Page 79 of the
handbook states the following:

“If either of the following conditions is present, careful consideration should be
given to interconnecting traffic signals on public and private highwa ys with active
warning devices at railroad crossings:

» Highway traffic queues have the potential for extending across a railroad
crossing from a nearby highway traffic signal

» Traffic queues from a railroad crossing have the potential to interfere with a
nearby highway traffic signal”

The City of Calipatria is a small community with a road network comprised solely
of traffic signs with the main intersection being Sorenson Avenue (State
Highway 111) and Main Street (State Highway 115) located approximately
1,300 feet west of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks. The portion of Main Street
between Sorenson Avenue and the railroad track is approximately 80 feet wide
from curb to curb and has two traffic lanes on each side for eastbound and
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westbound ftraffic. The intersection is managed via a “STOP” traffic sign
approximately 1,300 feet west of the railroad. Because of the two traffic lanes
and distance of the traffic sign at the main intersection, the city has not
experienced vehicle queues extending onto the railroad crossing. Traffic on
connecting streets such as Railroad Avenue and Industrial Avenue is generated
by residents with minimal traffic volumes. While preemption may not be required
for the existing specific plan area, future developments within the Eastside
Specific Plan may increase traffic volumes in the area therefore mitigation
measure TRANSP-7 was added to Section XVI of the IS/IMND which states the
following:

TRANSP-7: Railroad Safety

The City of Calipatria shall comply with Policies C-7.2 and C-7.3 of their
Circulation Element which require the following:

* Maintain appropriate safety equipment at all railroad crossings
including safety gates, lights, and other similar items within the city.

e Maintain appropriate safety measures along the railroad corridor
including barriers, improvements to at-grade crossings, and, if
feasible, installing grade separations for major thoroughfares at
railroad crossings.

o Coordinate with the County of Imperial, the State of California, and
other agencies to ensure that appropriate safety equipment is
implemented and maintained at all railroad crossings within the city.

+ Update the City's Zoning Ordinance as appropriate to ensure that any
future development adjacent to or near the railroad right-of-way
provides for adequate safety measures related to the railroad corridor
including, but not limited to, providing vandal resistant fencing or other
appropriate barriers to limit the access of trespassers onto the railroad
right-of-way, providing appropriate infrastructure improvements to
existing at-grade crossings due to an increase in traffic volumes
associated with development, and, if necessary and feasible, providing
grade separations for major thoroughfares at railroad crossings

Response to Comment 7-7: The comment provides a list of planning documents from
Caltrans and the County of Imperial before recommending that the city consider
its impacts to the Eastside Specific Plan. All future development projects within
the Eastside Specific Plan will be required to comply with all local and regional
planning documents as part of the normal entitlement procedure in the city.
Thus, no changes to the IS/IMND are required.

Response to Comment 7-8: The comment begins by stating Caltrans views on
transportation improvements to improve safety and promote a complete and
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integrated transportation network. The commenter then details Caltrans
implementation of complete streets and climate change policies into State
Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) to meet multi-modal
mobility needs. The comment then ends by encouraging coordination with
Caltrans for street projects and requests the city to consider Class II bicycle
routes within the Eastside Specific Plan for multimodal integration to SR-115 in
the future.

The City of Calipatria has completed numerous street and road projects in the
past few years and has coordinated with Caltrans for all projects on or near any
Caltrans facilities. The city also has an adopted bicycle element along with the
Imperial County Transpertation Commission’s Active Transportation Plan which
lists multiple proposed bicycle and pedestrian networks throughout the city and
specific plan area. The Eastside Specific Plan will not entitle any work, but
coordination with Caltrans will be ensured via mitigation measure TRANSP-5
described in response to comment 7-2.

Response to Comment 7-9: The comment begins by acknowledging the strong link

between transportation and land use which can have a significant impact on
traffic and congestion. The commenter then describes Caltrans support of
collaboration with local agencies to work towards a safe, functional,
interconnected, multi-modal transportation network. Since the comment does
not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis, no changes to the
IS/MND in response to this comment are necessary.

Response to Comment 7-10: The comment states that applicants for future

developments within the Eastside Specific Plan must be informed that in
accordance with 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 772, Caltrans is not
responsible for existing or future traffic noise impacts associated with the
existing configuration of State Route 115. This comment has been noted, and
mitigation measure NOI-1 was added to Section Xll of the IS/IMND. Refer to
response to comment 2-7 for additional information.

Response to Comment 7-11: The comment states that perpetuation of survey

monuments by a licensed land surveyor is required if they are being destroyed
by any construction activity. The commenter then reiterates that an
encroachment permit is required for any work on Caltrans right-of-way. This
comment has been noted, and mitigation measures TRANSP-3 and TRANSP-
4 were added to Section XVI of the IS/MND. Refer to response to comment 2-8
and 2-10.

Response to Comment 7-12: The comment provides the commenter's phone number
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and email address for additional information regarding the comment letter. The
comment does not address the adequacy of the environmental analysis;
therefore, no changes to the IS/MND in response to this comment are

necessary.

3.0 Errata and Changes to the Draft IS/MND

3.1 Revisions From the First Public and State Review Period

Minor editorial and grammatical revisions were made in the IS/MND in the following
sections:

Cover Page (Page 1)
Introduction Page (Pages 2 - 4)
Section V. Cultural Resources (Pages 23 - 24)

Section VI. Geology and Soils (Pages 26)

Section VIi. Greenhouse Gas Emissions {(Pages 28)

Section VIII. Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Pages 30)
Section IX. Hydrology and Water Quality (Pages 34)

Section X. Land Use and Planning (Pages 36)

Section XIV. Public Services (Pages 45)

Section XV. Recreation (Pages 46)

Section XVII. Utilities and Service Systems Discussion (Pages 51)
Appendix A (Added)

Appendix B (Added)

Revisions to the IS/MND based on the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
comment letter (Letter 1) received:

Revisions associated with comment 1-5: Appendix A was attached to the
IS/IMND. The appendix provides the assessor's parcel numbers (APNs) and
addresses of all properties within the Eastside Specific Plan. Furthermore, page 2
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of the IS/MND under project location description of the Introductory section was
revised to include the following text:

“East of Industrial Avenue, south of Young Road, north of Date Street, and
west of East Avenue on the east side of the City of Calipatria. Please See
Exhibit A — Project Vicinity Map. The project encompasses a total of 336
parcels which are each listed with their Assessor's Parcel Number (APN)
and address in Appendix A — Affected Parcels.”

“The City of Calipatria Housing Element identifies the need for residential
development at various densities and at different affordability levels.
According to the Cycle 6 City of Calipatria Housing Element, housing
development within the city has remained stagnant since 2011 with only two
housing units being developed in that time period. During their analysis of
the vacant parcels within the city, it was determined that the eastern half of
the city has remained severely underdeveloped and holds most of the
identified vacant parcels in the city optimal for a variety of residential and
mixed-use developments. In furtherance of the Housing Element goals,
objectives, and policies, the City is developing the Eastside Specific Plan to
both encourage and facilitate buildout in this underdeveloped segment of
the city. As a planning document, the Eastside Specific Plan will not approve
or entitle any development within the project area. All future developments
will_still be required to comply with all the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Imperial County Air Pollution Control
District (ICAPCD) requirements, and any other federal, state, or local
requirements as applicable to the project. Furthermore, compliance with all
the mitigation measures listed in this IS/MND will also be required as
applicable. The segment of the city encompassing the Eastside Specific
Plan is currently composed of the following zoning designations:

¢ R-1 {Low Density Residential)

e R-2 (Medium Density Multi-Family Residential}

e R-3 (High Density Multi-Family Residential)

e CP (Commercial Professional)

» 08-G (General Open Space)

e DC (Downtown Core)

o M-1 (Light Manufacturing and Industrial)
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The Eastside Specific Plan will rezone large segments of the city bordering
and south of Main Street (State Route 115) as shown on the vicinity map
on page 6 of the IS/IMND. Properties bordering Main Street (State Route
115) will be rezoned from CP and R-2 to RC (Residential Commercial
Mixed-Use) which will permit single and multi-family developments along
with light commercial uses. While medium commercial uses will be allowed,
said uses will be limited to the acquisition of either a conditional use permit
or minor use permit. This procedure will review all aspects of the proposed
developments to ensure that all petential impacts to surrounding residential
developments are eliminated or reduced to a less than significant amount.
Additionally, commercial developments adjacent fo  residential
developments are required to follow stricter development standards, such
as increased setbacks, to further reduce the impacts said developments
may have to adjacent residential uses. Properties south of Main Street
(State Route 115) will be rezoned from M-1, R-2, and R-3 to Rl (Residential
Industrial Mixed-Use). This new designation will allow all types of residential
developments along with light industrial uses. Like the RC zone, all light
industrial developments in the Rl zone are allowed while medium industrial
developments will be subject to either a conditional use permit and minor
use permit and will be subject to stricter development standards to reduce
the impact to surrounding residential developments to a less than significant
amount. A small segment across the railroad tracks along Main Street
(State Route 115) will be rezoned from DC to Cl (Commercial Industrial)
which will retain the existing commercial uses but will also permit light
industrial uses. Any heavier industrial or commercial use will require either
a_conditional use permit or minor use permit and will follow stricter
development standards when adjacent to a residential development. All
existing OS-G and R-1 zones north of Main Street (State Route 115) will
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* Revisions associated with comments 1-8, and 1-10 through 1-15: Pages 15
through 22 of Section IV. Biological Resources were revised as follows:

‘Background:

The proposed project would involve a Re-Zone and General Plan
Amendment to accommodate Residential/Industrial and
Residential/Commercial mixed-uses along with Commercial/Industrial uses.
Although the project site is within an urban setting surrounded by active
traffic routes, utility extensions will impact undisturbed areas that may affect
biological resources. While the Eastside Specific Plan is a planning level
document and does not approve nor entitle any developments, mitigation
measures were incorporated as recommended by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). These measures are intended to
reduce any potential impacts to biological resources in or near the project

are to less than significant. Fhe—prejest-proponent-has—net-adequately
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES DISCUSSION

a) Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. The
Imperial Valley has most of the Burrowing Owls in Southern
Califonia. Irrigation canals and drains are commonly used by
Burrowing Owls as nesting sites in this area. While the nearest
canals and drains are outside of the Eastside Specific Plan, special
consideration for potential Burrowing Owl nesting sites must be
given. The Burrowing Owl is a CDFW Species of Special Concern
and a Federal Species of Concern and is listed on the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act. The City of Calipatria 2035 General Plan documents at
least 29 biological resource zones within a five-mile radius of the city
where the Burrowing Owl is known to nest. Each of the 29 zones are
located well beyond the City of Calipatria and away from the project
site. Even though no biological resource zones are located within the
city, the proposed project has an abutting canal which are commonly
used by Burrowing Owls as nesting sites. Said canals rurhing run
along the northern and eastern boundaries outside of the project
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area thus making future developments in the area potentially
significant.

Mitigation Measures

BIO-1: Biological Assessments

Fhe-Gity-willrRequire developers to prepare a biological assessment
of agricultural drains before construction or development near these
areas.

Timing/Implementation: During design phase/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BIO-2: State and Federal Conservation and Avoidance
Regulations

Enforce state and federal conservation and avoidance regulations,
through the development review process, for all new development
projects on private property that may potentially impact natural
vegetation communities or biological resources.

Timing/Implementation: During design phase/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BlO-3: Timing of Construction and Construction Activities

Preconstruction surveys completed for future developments within
the Eastside Specific Plan shall be repeated prior to construction
activities and after pauses, of one (1) month or more, in construction
to assess the presence and potential change of biological resources
on the project site during the pause.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BlO-4: Assessment of Biological Rescurces

Prior to construction activities within the Eastside Specific Plan, a
complete and recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and
other sensitive species located within the Project footprint and within
offsite areas with the potential to be affected, including California
Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and California Fully Protected
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Species (Fish and Game Code § 3511), will be completed. Species
to be addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA
definition (CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address
seasonal variations in use of the Project area and should not be
limited to resident species. Focused species-specific _surveys,
completed by a gualified biologist and conducted at the appropriate
time of year and time of day when the sensitive species are active or
otherwise identifiable are required. Acceptable species-specific
survey procedures should be developed in consultation with CDFW
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where necessary. Note that
CDFW generally considers biological field assessments for wildlife to
be valid for a one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may
be considered valid for a period of up to three vears. Some aspects
of the proposed project may warrant periodic updated surveys for
certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the project is proposed to occur
over a protracied time frame, or in phases, or if surveys are

completed during periods of droughf.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BlO-5: Lake and Stream Alteration (LSA) Program

Prior to project-activities and issuance of any grading permit within
the Eastside Specific Plan, the Project Sponsor shall obtain written
correspondence from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) stating that notification under section 1602 of the Fish and
Game Code is not required for the Project, or the Project Sponsor
shall obtain a CDFW-executed Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement, authorizing impacts to Fish and Game Code section
1602 resources associated with the Project.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BlO-6: Avoidance of Nesting Birds

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall be
performed by a qualified avian biclogist no more than 3 days prior to
vegetation removal or ground-disturbing activities within the Eastside
Specific Plan. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both direct
and indirect evidence of nesting, including nest locations and nesting
behavior. The qualified avian biologist will make every effort to avoid
potential nest predation as a result of survey and monitoring efforts.
If active nests are found during the pre-construction nesting bird
surveys, a qualified biologist shall establish an appropriate nest
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buffer to be marked on the ground. Nest buffers are species specific
and shall be at least 300 feet for passerines and 500 feet for raptors.
A smaller_or larger buffer may be determined by the qualified
biologist familiar with the nesting phenology of the nesting species
and based on nest and buffer monitoring results. Established buffers
shall remain on site until a qualified biologist determines the young
have fledged or the nest is no longer active. Active nests and
adequacy of the established buffer distance shall be monitored daily
by the qualified biologist until the qualified biologist has determined
the young have fledged or the Project has been completed. The
qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if nesting pairs
exhibit signs of disturbance.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than 60 days prior to the start of project-related activities
within the Eastside Specific Plan, a burrowing owl habitat
assessment shall be conducted by a qualified biologist according to
the specifications of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
(Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most recent version).

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl
habitat, then focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a
qualified biologist in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing
Owl Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). If burrowing owls are
detected during the focused surveys, the qualified biologist and
project proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be
submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to commencing
Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed
avoidance, monitoring, relocation, minimization, andfor mitigation
actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and
location of occupied burrow sites, acres of burrowing ow! habitat that
will be impacted, details of site monitoring, and details on proposed
buffers and other avoidance measures if avoidance is proposed. If
impacts to occupied burrowing owl habitat or burrow cannot be
avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan shall also describe minimization
and compensatory mitigation actions that will be implemented.
Proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and closure should
only be considered as a last resort, after all other options have been
evaluated as exclusion is not in itself an avoidance, minimization, or
mitigation_method and has the possibility to result in take. The
Burrowing Owl Plan shall identify compensatory mitigation for the
temporary_or permanent loss of occupied burrow(s) and habitat
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consistent with the “Mitigation Impacts” section of the 2012 Staff
Report and shall implement CDFW-approved mitigation prior to
initiation of Project activities. If impacts to occupied burrows cannot
be avoided, information shall be provided regarding adjacent or
nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat is
available nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of
artificial burrows (numbers, location, and type of burrows) and
management activities for relocated owls shall also be included in
the Burrowing Owl Plan. The Project proponent shall implement the
Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW and USFWS review and

approval.

Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted no less
than 14 days prior to the start of Project-related activities and within
24 hours prior to ground disturbance, in accordance with the Staff
Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most recent version).
Preconstruction surveys should be performed by a qualified biologist
following the recommendations and guidelines provided in the Staff
Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If the preconstruction surveys
confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project activities shall be
immediately halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate with
CDFW and prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to
CDFW and USFWS for review and approval prior to commencing
Project activities.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BlO-8: Construction Noise Impacts to Biological Resources

During all project construction within the Eastside Specific Plan, the
City of Calipatria shall restrict use of equipment to hours least likely
to disrupt wildlife (e.g., not at night or in early morning) and restrict
use of generators except for temporary use in emergencies. Power
to sites can be provided by solar PV (photovoltaic) systems.
cogeneration systems (natural gas generator), small micro-
hydroelectric systems, or small wind turbine systems. The City shall
ensure use of noise suppression devices such as mufflers or
enclosure for generators. Sounds generated from any means must
be below the 55-60 dB range within 50-feet from the source.

Timing/Implementation: During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light
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b)

During project construction and operation, the City of Calipatria shall
eliminate _all nonessential lighting throughout the project area and
avoid or limit the use of artificial light during the hours of dawn and
dusk when many wildlife species are most active. The City shall
ensure that lighting for project activities is shielded, cast downward,
and does not spill over onto other properties or upward into the night
sky (see the International Dark-Sky Association standards at
http://darksky.org/). The City shall ensure use LED lighting with a
correlated color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper disposal
of hazardous waste, and recycling of lighting that contains toxic
compounds with a qualified recycler.

Timing/Implementation: During Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. No

lmpaet: No riparian communities are present within the project
vicinity. Sensitive habitats are those that are designated either rare
within the region by governmental agencies or known to support
sensitive animal or plant species and/or they serve as “corridors” for
wildlife within the region. Although the western Burrowing Owl
(species of special concern) is not typically spotted in the area, it is
possible to have the owls present due to manmade features such as
the irrigation canals, ditches, drains, and the cultivation of agricultural
crops within the region rather than “native” factors.

Mitigation Measures
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Biological Assessments.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-2: State and Federal

Conservation and Avoidance Requlations.
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-3: Timing of Construction

and Construction Activities

Implement Mitigation Measure BlO-4: Assessment of Biological

Resources

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-5: Lake and Stream
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d)

Alteration (LSA) Program

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-6: Avoidance of Nesting
Birds

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-8: Construction Noise
Impacts to Biological Resources

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

No Impact. The project site is completely disturbed and what little
vegetation the site contains is weedy and ruderal. Additionally, there
are no federally protected wetlands within the boundaries of the site.
Therefore, the project would have no impact on federally protected
wetlands.

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

No Impact. Wildlife corridors are linear features that connect large
patches of natural open space and provide avenues for the migration
of animals. The project site is in an urbanized area along the eastern
portion of Calipatria and is not close to any identified wildlife
corridors. Therefore, no impact to interfering with the movement of
wildlife would occur.

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. As

previeusty-diseussed; While the most of the Eastside Specific Plan
sites are disturbed, projectsite—is—completely—disturbed but-dees

some do contain few ruderal vegetation. No biclogical resources are
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anticipated to be present. However, it is possible that the Burrowing
Owl may be present in the area due to manmade features (e.g.,
canals, ditches) abutting the outside northern and eastern boundary
of the project area. This may result in owls creating nests within the
brims and banks of agricultural fields. Thus, there is potential for
conflicts to occur regarding Burrowing Owils, a species of special
concern. In addition, nesting birds may be present in on-site
vegetation and could be impacted during construction of future
projects.

Mitigation Measures

Implement Mitigation Measure BlO-1: Biological Assessments.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-2: State and Federal
Conservation and Avoidance Regulations.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-3: Timing of Construction
and Construction Activities

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-4: Assessment of Biological

Resources

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-5: Lake and Stream
Alteration (LSA) Program

Implement Mitigation Measure BlO-6: Avoidance of Nesting

Birds

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-8: Construction Noise

Impacts to Biological Resources
Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-9: Artificial Nighttime Light

BiIO-310: Development Standards

Fhe-City-will-Enforce regulations such as setback requirements, lot
size requirements, building height requirements, density zoning, and
building bulk requirements to reduce encroachment and
development upon sensitive resource areas.

Timing/Implementation: During design phase/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

No Impact. The proposed project is not located within a local,
regional, or state conservation planning area. The project would
have no impact on an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan.”

» Revisions associated with comment 1-9: Page 53 of Section XVIII. Mandatory
Findings of Significance was revised as follows:

“Potential Significant Unless Mitigation is Incorporated. While the
project site is not commonly inhabited by native wildlife, and there are no
streams or large bodies of water at or near the proposed project site,
historical data has shown the Burrowing Owl and other native species of the
Imperial Valley to reside in locations like the areas surrounding the project
site. To ensure the safety of these native species, mitigation measures from
the Biological Resources segment along with one new measure will be
implemented.

Mitigation Measures

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Biological Assessments.

Implement Mitigation Measure BlO-2: State and Federal Conservation
and Avoidance Regulations.

Implement Mitigation Measure BIO-3: Development Standards.
MFS-1: Landscaping Requirement

Section 3.10.050 of the Zoning Ordinance requires all proposed
developments to provide landscaping to enhance the appearance of public
street frontages and development projects, conserve water, control soil
erosion and provide visual buffers where necessary. All applicants are
encouraged to utilize drought resistant and low maintenance local fauna to
meet the landscaping requirement. All other proposed landscaping types
are subject to review, inspection, and approval by the County of Imperial
Agricultural Commissioner's Office prior to the utilization of such fauna in
the project site. These requirements help prevent the introduction of
nonnative invasive fauna as well as be compatible with local fauna in the
surrounding area. The Ggcity will require developers to implement
landscaping, primarily trees, within the project area. Any trees that are
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planned for removal will be replaced or relocated within the project site
when possible.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to construction/Project contractor.

Enforcement: City of Calipatria”

Revisions to the IS/MND based on the California Department of Transportation comment
letter (Letter 2) received:

» Revisions associated with comments 2-2, 2-8, and 2-10: Pages 47 through 48
of Section XVI. Biological Resources were revised as follows:

a) “Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of
the circulation system, considering all modes of transportation
including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not limited
to intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian
and bicycle paths, and mass transit?

Less Than Significant Impact. Developments as a result of the
project will result in a net increase in local traffic. The General Plan
Circulation Element establishes level of service (LOS) standards for
various roadways through the City. The Eastside Specific Plan will
not increase the density of the existing zoning designations but
instead add additional commercial and industrial uses. The City of
Calipatria requires that all high-density projects submit a traffic study
to ensure that the effectiveness and performance measures set forth

on the General Plan_are met. While the impact is expected to be less

than significant, the following mitigation measures were added as a
precaution:

Mitigation Measures

TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future
developments east of the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan,
will not be allowed to access through SR-115. Developers will be
encouraged to establish access to properties through the side streets
(e.q. South Brown Avenue, Industrial Avenue, Commercial Avenue,

etc.).
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Timing/Implementation: Prior to _and During Construction/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future
developments west of the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan,
will not be allowed to access through SR-115. Developers will be
encouraged to establish access to properties through the side streets
such as South Imperial Avenue.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to_and During Construction/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-3: Caltrans Encroachment Permit

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan
shall acquire an encroachment permit from the Department of
Transportation prior to the start of construction activities within their

Right-of-Way.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-4: Perpetuation of Monuments

Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey

monuments shall be carried out by a licensed land survevyor should
any existing monuments be destroyed by construction activities
related to the project.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria”

¢ Revisions associated with comment 2-4: Pages 41 through 43 of Section XIII.
Population and Housing were revised as follows:

“Background

The proposed project is a re-zoning designation with the implementation of
residential, commercial, and industrial mixed-use. Based on data from the
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United States Census Bureau website, Calipatria had an estimated
population of 6,434 people as of July 1, 2021, with a significant decrease
from 2019. This area is currently zoned low density residential, medium
density multi-family residential, high density multi-family residential,
commercial professional, and heavy manufacturing and industrial. The
proposed project will increase developer interest in the City to encourage
development and provide affordable housing to meet the goals set forth on
the Housing Element of the General Plan.

The Housing Element of the General Plan provides the basis for
establishing housing stock that meets the affordability requirements and
other special needs of the community. The City of Calipatria Housing
Element was updated in 2021 for the planning period of 2021-2029 and was
approved by the California Department of Housing and Community
Development.

According to the adopted Housing Element, the City of Calipatria has a
Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) of 18 extremely low, 18 very
low, 21 low, 16 moderate, and 78 above moderate units totaling 151
dwelling units. The RHNA is based upon projected household growth, plus
a certain number of units needed to account for normal and appropriate
level of vacancies and the replacement of units lost to conversion or
demolition. As shown on Figure 1 below, approximately one third of the
vacant sites within the City of Calipatria_are located within the Eastside
Specific Plan. Furthermore, program No. 13 under goal No. 4 of the Housing
Element consists of evaluating the vacant parcels and land use
designations to provide for a variety of residential types and densities to
fulfill Calipatria’'s RHNA. As a result, the Eastside Specific Plan is designed
to provide diverse land use strategies and infrastructure goals for the
eastern portion of the city to encourage the buildout of the underdeveloped
segment of the city.
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a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes and business) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

Less than Significant Impact. The project proposes a
commercial/industrial additienal use to the City of Calipatria with the
intent to increase developer interest and further create an environment

for economic growth.

ﬁF&Wdﬁ—FGSGH-FG&S—fQF—fH-tHFE—gEH—EFaiIBHS— The prolect is desmned to

establish land use strategies and infrastructure goals for the eastern
portion of the city. Its objectives include promoting the development of
underutilized areas, attracting new businesses to vacant parcels, and
encouraging population growth in alignment with the city's Housing
Element and General Plan. The main goal is to ensure steady growth
while providing resources for future generations. According to the United
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States Census Bureau, the population for Calipatria was 6,515 people
in 2020 and 6,434 people as of 2021, with a total decrease of 1.2%. The
anticipated population increase induced by the project would be
approximately 1.0%, the average city growth according to the U.S.
Census, and then continue towards a well-balanced growth.

Additionally, development standards set forth on the City of Calipatria
Zoning Ordinance will limit the maximum allowed residential density.
These densities are designed to prevent sprawl which is defined as the
rapid expansion of the geographic extent of cities and towns. Therefore,
impacts to inducing substantial population growth are considered less
than significant.

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. Approximately 40% of the 134 properties within the project
site are developed while the remaining 55% remains vacant. The City of
Calipatria has only had two single family residential developments
between sinee 2011 and 2022. There is sufficient vacant land available
to support the expected population growth within the project area. As a
result, the proposed project would not displace substantial numbers of
existing populations requiring construction or replacement housing
elsewhere. The proposed project has the primary intent to fill the vacant
parcels with residential, industrial, and commercial professional
structures. Thus, the project will have no impact.

¢ Revisions associated with comment 2-7: Pages 38 through 39 of Section XI!.
Noise were revised as follows:

a) “Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

Less Than Significant Impact. The While the project area is
surrounded by residential land uses which that may experience
some noise levels from affecting-existing-ard future developments
within the project site, the noise exposure will not exceed the
standards established by the local General Plan or Noise Ordinance.
Therefore, any impact would be less than significant. New sources
of noise will be introduced because of the proposed uses within the
project site; however but the proposed residential use is consistent
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with the existing surrounding uses based on the City’s Noise/Land
Use Compatibility Matrix. While the impact is expected to be less
than significant, the following mitigation measure was implemented
per the California Department of Transportation’s recommendation.

NOI-1: Highway Noise

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan
will_be informed that in accordance with 23 Code of Federal
Requlations (CFR) 772, the Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
is_not responsible for existing or future traffic noise impacts
associated with the existing configuration of Route 115.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to construction/Project Contractor.

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria”

3.2 Revisions From the Second Public and State Review Period

Minor editorial and grammatical revisions were made in the IS/MND in the following
sections:

e Cover Page (Page 1)
» Introduction Page (Page 4)

Revisions to the IS/MND based on the Imperial Irrigation District comment letter No. 2
received:

¢ Revisions associated with comments 4-3, 4-9, and 4-11: Subsection ¢ of
beginning on Page 52 of Section XVII. Utilities and Service Systems in the IS/IMND
was revised to include the following mitigation measures:

USS-2: IID Coordination and Permit Requirements

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan
project area shall be required to coordinate and comply with all
conditions and permit applications required by the Imperial Irrigation
District (1ID). Certificates of occupancy will not be issued until all 1D
application requirements have been met.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of cerificates of
occupancy/ Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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USS-3: lID Canal/Drain Banks

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan
project area may not use the |IID's canal or drain banks to access
project sites. Any abandonment of easements or facilities must be
approved by the 11D based on systems (irrigation, drainage, power,

elc.) needs.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/ Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

USS-4: Rules and Reqgulations Governing the Distribution and
Use of Water

All flows being discharged into [ID's drains from future projects within
the Eastside Specific Plan shall be in conformance with the laws and
regulations of Imperial County and the various state and federal
agencies having jurisdiction over water quality control. All projects
shall refer to the drainage restrictions outlined in the lID's Rules and
Regulations Governing the Distribution and Use of Water.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/ Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

Revisions to the IS/MND based on the Supporters Alliance for Environmental
Responsibility comment letter received:

e Revisions associated with comment 5-2: Subsection ¢ beginning on Page 36 of
Section X. Land Use and Planning in the IS/IMND was revised to include the

following mitigation measure:

LU-4: CEQA Review

All future development projects within the Eastside Specific Plan
project area shall be subject to California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) review and a Notice of Exemption, Negative Declaration,
Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report
shall be completed pursuant to federal, state, and local requirements
prior to project approval.

103 |Page
261



Timing/Implementation: Prior to issuance of building permits/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

Revisions to the IS/MND based on the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
comment letter No. 2 received:

* Revisions associated with comment 6-5: Subsection a beginning on Page 16
of Section IV. Biological Resources in the IS/MND was revised to update the

following mitigation measure:
BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys

No less than 60 days prior to the start of project-related activities
within the Eastside Specific Plan, a burrowing owl habitat
assessment shall be conducted by a qualified biologist according to
the specifications of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
(Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most recent version).

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl
habitat, then focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a
qualified biologist in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing
Owl Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). i-burrewing-owls-are
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Burrowing Owl. If complete avoidance cannot be achieved, an

Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia)
shall be obtained prior to initiation of ground disturbing activities. The
Project proponent shall adhere to measures and conditions set forth
within the ITP. Compensatory mitigation for direct impacts shall be
fulfilled through conservation of suitable Burrowing owl habitat.

BIO-7.1: At least 45 days prior to construction, the Project proponent
shall conduct a survey of the Project site to determine if burrowing
owls are present. If present, the Project proponent shall prepare a
Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for review and
approval at least 30 days prior to initiation of ground disturbing
activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include 1) impact
assessment that details the number and location of occupied burrow
sites, and acres of burrowing owl habitat; 2) if avoidance of impacts
is_proposed, details on avoidance actions and monitoring such as
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proposed buffers, visual barriers and other actions; 3) site monitoring
to be conducted prior to, during, and after any exclusion of burrowing
owls from their burrows sufficient to ensure take is avoided, daily
monitoring with cameras and direct cbservation for one week to
confirm young of the year have fledged if the exclusion will occur
immediately after the end of the breeding season, and process to
document any excluded burrowing owls use of artificial or natural
burrows on an adjoining mitigation site (if able to confirm by band
resight), 4) details of mitigation for impacts to occupied burrows and
habitat. The proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and
closure should only be considered as a last resort. If impacts to
occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided
regarding adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no
suitable habitat is available nearby, details regarding the creation
and funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location, and type of
burrows) and management activities for relocated owls shall also be
included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The Project proponent shall
implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review and
approval.

BlO-7.2: Burrowing Owl Avoidance. If burrowing owls are detected
on-site, a Designated Biologist, knowledgeable of burrowing owl
habitat and behavior, shall establish a no-disturbance buffer
following the 2012 Staff Report around all burrowing owl burrows
such as roosting and satellite burrows within the Project area and an
appropriate buffer determined by the Designated Biologist, with
posted signs demarking the area to avoid, using stakes, flags, and/or
rope or cord to minimize the disturbance of burrowing owl habitat.
The Designated Biologist shall delineate burrows with different
materials than those used to delineate the Project area. Project

proponent shall remove and properly dispose of all materials used

for delineation immediately upon completion of the Project.

BlO-7.3: To ensure that the Project avoids impacts to burrowing owil,
a qualified biclogist shall complete a take avoidance survey no less
than 14 days prior to initiating ground disturbance activities using the
recommended methods described in _the 2012 Staff Report.
Burrowing owls may re-colonize a site after only a few days. Time
lapses or a break in construction activities of 3 days will trigger
subsequent take avoidance surveys including but not limited to a final
survey conducted within 24 hours prior to ground disturbance.
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BlO-7.4: During take avoidance surveys, the Project proponent shall
have a Designated Biologist(s), pre-approved by CDFW, inspect all
burrows that exhibit typical characteristics of owl activity prior to any
site-preparation activities. Evidence of owl activity may include
presence of owls themselves, burrows, and owl sign at burrow
entrances such as pellets, whitewash or other “ornamentation,”
feathers, prey remains, etc. If it is evident that the burrows are
actively being used, the Project proponent shall follow the guidelines
in the CDFW approved Burrowing Owl Plan. If no Plan has been
approved, the Project proponent shall not commence activifies until

owls have been confirmed absent and the burrows are no longer in

use by adult or juvenile owls or until a Burrowing Owl Plan has been
submitted and approved.

* Revisions associated with comment 6-6: Subsections a, b and e beginning on
Page 16 of Section IV. Biological Resources in the IS/MND was revised as follows:

a) “Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess
of standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. The
Imperial Valley has most of the Burrowing Owls in Southern
California. Irrigation canals and drains are commonly used by
Burrowing Owils as nesting sites in this area. While the nearest
canals and drains are outside of the Eastside Specific Plan, special
consideration for potential Burrowing Owl nesting sites must be
given. The Burrowing Owl is a CDFW Species—of Special Concern
CESA candidate species and a Federal Species of Concern and is
listed on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The City of Calipatria 2035
General Plan documents at least 29 biological resource zones. within
a five-mile radius of the city where the Burrowing Owl is known to
nest. Each of the 29 zones are located well beyond the City of
Calipatria and away from the project site. Even though no biological
resource zones are located within the city, the proposed project has
an abutting canal which are commonly used by Burrowing Owls as
nesting sites. Said canals run along the northern and eastern
boundaries outside of the project area thus making future
developments in the area potentially significant.
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b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. No
riparian communities are present within the project vicinity. Sensitive
habitats are those that are designated either rare within the region
by governmental agencies or known to support sensitive animal or
plant species and/or they serve as “corridors” for wildlife within the
region. Although the western Burrowing Owl (species—of-special
conecern CESA candidate species) is not typically spotted in the area,
it is possible to have the owls present due to manmade features such
as the irrigation canals, ditches, drains, and the cultivation of
agricultural crops within the region rather than “native” factors.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biclogical resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Is Incorporated. While
most of the Eastside Specific Plan sites are disturbed, some do
contain few ruderal vegetation. No biological resources are
anticipated to be present. However, it is possible that the Burrowing
Owl may be present in the area due to manmade features (e.g.,
canals, ditches) abutting the outside northern and eastern boundary
of the project area. This may result in owls creating nests within the
brims and banks of agricultural fields. Thus, there is potential for
conflicts to occur regarding Burrowing Owls, a species—of-special
coneern CESA candidate species. In addition, nesting birds may be
present in on-site vegetation and could be impacted during
construction of future projects.

Revisions to the IS/MND based on the California Department of Transportation comment
letter No. 2 received:

e Revisions associated with comments 7-2, 7-5, and 7-6: Subsection a beginning
on Page 48 of Section XVI. Transportation/Traffic Discussion in the IS/IMND was
revised as follows:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of
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the circulation system, considering all modes of transportation
including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not limited
to intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian
and bicycle paths, and mass transit?

Less Than Significant Impact. Developments as a result of the
project will result in a net increase in local traffic. The General Plan
Circulation Element establishes level of service (LOS) standards for
various roadways through the City. The Eastside Specific Plan will
not increase the density of the existing zoning designations but
instead, add additional commercial and industrial uses. The City of
Calipatria requires that all high-density projects submit a traffic study
to ensure that the effectiveness and performance measures set forth
on the General Plan are met. While the impact is expected to be less
than significant, the following mitigation measures were added as a
precaution:

Mitigation Measures
TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all driveway access from future
developments east of the railroad; within the Eastside Specific Plan
and along SR-115; will not be allowed to access through SR-115.
Developers will be encouraged to establish driveway access to
properties through the side streets (e.g. South Brown Avenue,
Industrial Avenue, Commercial Avenue, etc.).

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all driveway access from future
developments west of the railroad; within the Eastside Specific Plan
and along SR-115; will not be allowed to access through SR-115.
Developers will be encouraged to establish driveway access to
properties through side streets such as South Imperial Avenue.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project
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Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP-3: Caltrans Encroachment Permit

Applicants for future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan
shall acquire an encroachment permit from the Department of
Transportation prior to the start of construction activities within their
Right-of-Way.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor
Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
TRANSP-4: Perpetuation of Monuments

Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey
monuments shall be carried out by a licensed land surveyor should
any existing monuments be destroyed by construction activities
related to the project.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During Construction/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-5: Coordination with Caltrans LDR Branch

All future developments within the Eastside Specific Plan with
impacts to the State Right-of-Way (including transportation,
hydraulic, and pedestrian _impacts) shall be coordinated with the
Caltrans LDR Branch.

Timina/Implementation: Prior to Construction/Project Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP 6: Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) Traffic Impact Study
(TIS)

Prior to the building permit approval, all developments within the
Eastside Specific Plan shall undergo a CEQA review and incorporate
a_Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) Traffic Impact Study (TIS) as
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required by the Governor's Office of Planning and research and on
an as needed bases.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Issuance of Building Permit/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-7: Railroad Safety

The City of Calipatria shall comply with Policies C-7.2 and C-7.3 of
their Circulation Element which require the following:

e Maintain _appropriate safety equipment at all railroad
crossings including safety gates, lights, and other similar
items within the city.

¢ Maintain appropriate safety measures along the railroad
corridor _including barriers, improvements to at-grade
crossings, and, if feasible, installing grade separations for
major thoroughfares at railroad crossings.

e Coordinate with the County of Imperial, the State of
California, and other agencies to ensure that appropriate
safety equipment is_implemented and maintained at all
railroad crossings within the city.

o Update the City's Zoning Ordinance as appropriate to
ensure that any future development adjacent to or near the
railroad right-of-way provides for adequate safety measures
related to the railroad corridor including, but not limited to,
providing vandal resistant fencing or other appropriate
barriers to limit the access of trespassers onto the railroad
right-of-way, providing appropriate infrastructure
improvements to existing at-grade crossings due to an
increase in traffic volumes associated with development,
and, if necessary and feasible, providing grade separations
for major thoroughfares at railroad crossings

Timing/Implementation: Prior to Issuance of Building Permit/Project
Contractor

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

* Revisions associated with comment 7-3: Mitigation measure GGE-1 under
subsection a beginning on Page 28 of Section VIl. Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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Discussion in the IS/MND was revised as follows:

GGE-1: Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Methods

To help minimize greenhouse gas emissions, the City of Calipatria
will require future developers to implement the following Greenhouse
Gas Emission Reduction Methods when feasible.

L ]

Minimize the carbon impact of construction processes and
activities by sourcing local materials to reduce transportation
emissions, planning machinery to be as effective as possible
across projects, acquiring machinery and equipment that
run on renewable energy sources or biofuels, and recycle or
reuse materials during renovation and demolition where
possible.

Consider installing on-site renewable energy systems that
can be used both during the building phase and then
transition to the operational stage.

Comply with the City of Calipatria’'s Zoning Ordinance which
requires construction work or related activity which is
adjacent to or across a street or right-of-way from a
residential use, except between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. on weekdays, or between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday. No such construction is permitted
on federal holidays.

Turn off equipment when not in use (i.e., not left idling for
more than 10 minutes).

Use equipment that is no older than 10 years old to achieve
the lowest levels of air emissions.

Consider _utilizing zero-emission vehicles pursuant to
Executive Order N-79-20 which commits the state of

California to have 100 percent of new auto sales be zero-
emission by 2035.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to and during construction/Project
contractor.

Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria
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4.0 Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program

4.1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Requirements

Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21081.6 mandates that the following requirements
shall apply to all reporting or mitigation monitoring programs:

The public agency shall adopt a reporting or monitoring program for the changes
made to the project or conditions of project approval in order to mitigate or avoid
significant effects on the environment. The reporting or monitoring program shall
be designed to ensure compliance during project implementation. For those
changes which have been required or incorporated into the project at the request
of a Responsible Agency or a public agency having jurisdiction by law over natural
resources affected by the project, that agency shall, if so requested by the Lead
Agency or a Responsible Agency, prepare and submit a proposed reporting or
monitoring program.

The Lead Agency shall specify the location and custodian of the documents or
other material, which constitute the record of proceedings upon which its decision
is based. A public agency shall provide measures to mitigate or avoid significant
effects on the environment that are fully enforceable through permit conditions,
agreements, or other measures. Conditions of project approval may be set forth in
referenced documents which address required mitigation measures or in the case
of the adoption of a plan, policy, regulation, or other project, by incorporating the
mitigation measures into the plan, policy, regulation, or project design.

Prior to the close of the public review period for a draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), a Responsible Agency, or
a public agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the project,
shall either submit to the Lead Agency complete and detailed performance
objectives for mitigation measures which would address the significant effects on
the environment identified by the Responsible Agency or agency having
jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the project, or refer the Lead Agency
to appropriate, readily available guidelines or reference documents. Any mitigation
measures submitted to a Lead Agency by a Responsible Agency or an agency
having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the project shall be limited to
measures that mitigate impacts to resources, which are subject to the statutory
authority of, and definitions applicable to, that agency. Compliance or
noncompliance by a Responsible Agency or agency having jurisdiction over
natural resources affected by a project with that requirement shall not limit that
authority of the Responsible Agency or agency having jurisdiction over natural
resources affected by a project, or the authority of the Lead Agency, to approve,
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condition, or deny projects as provided by this division or any other provision of
law.

4.2 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Procedures

The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been prepared in
compliance with PRC Section 21081.6. It describes the requirements and procedures to
be followed by the City of Calipatria Planning and Building Department to ensure that all
mitigation measures or required project design features (PDF) adopted as part of the
proposed project will be carried out as described in this IS/MND. Table 2 lists each of the
mitigation measures or project design features specified in this document and identifies
the party or parties responsible for implementation and monitoring of each measure.
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DISCUSSION/ACTION - TEM#_2,

CALIPATRIA CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Date Submitted: September 4, 2025
Submitted By: Laura Gutierrez, City Manager/CFO
Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2025
Discussion / Action
Subject: Appointment of Commissioner for the Airport Land Use Commission
Background:

On August 25, 2025, we received a Resignation letter from Councilmember Chavez as Commissianer for the
Airport Land Use Commission. The Airport Land Use Commission meets once a month on the 34 Wednesday.
We would like to continue representation of the City and need to appoint a new Commissioner.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends the City Council appoint a new Commissioner

Fiscal Impact:
N/A
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August 25, 2025

Michael Abraham, Assistant Director

Imperial County Planning & Development Services
Airport Land Use Commission

940 Main Street

El Centro, California 92243

Re:  Resignation of Commission Board

Dear Mr. Abraham

[ am writing to formally resign from my position as a Commissioner with the Airport
Land Use Commission, effective immediately. Due to a conflict with my availability
on Wednesday evenings, | am unable to continue fulfilling my responsibilities in this

role.

[ want to extend my gratitude for the opportunity to serve on this commission. It has
been a privilege to contribute to the important work we do, and I sincerely
appreciate your understanding regarding my decision to step down.

Thank you once again for your support. | wish the commission continued success in
its endeavors.

Sincerely,

Syluia Ramona (Chavey

Commissioner

Ce:  Jane Hurtado, Calipatria City Clerk, City of Calipatria
Valerie Grijalva, Office Supervisor, IC Planning & Development Services
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DISCUSSION/ACTION - ITEM #_3

CALIPATRIA CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Date Submitted: Sept 5, 2025

Submitted By: Edgar Self, Public Works Director
Council Meeting Date: Sept 9, 2025

Subject: Airport Park Sewer line

As the City has begun the development of the Airport Park, sewer infrastructure needs to be installed to
provide utilities for the project along with future growth.

A design/build opportunity was put out to 3 companies:

Primo Construction: no bid was provided.

Cholla Construction: $146,542.00

VGL Construction: $172,700.05

Recommendation:

Staff recommends awarding Cholla Construction for the installation of this utility for the proposed price above

Fiscal Impact:

Grant funds
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1051 Jones St, Brawley, CA 92227
Il ructi
760-791-6582
CA License #1116732
CA DIR# 1001143901

PROPOSAL
FROFOSAL SUBMITTED TO FHONE DATE
City of Calipatria (760)348-4141 8-15-25
ADDREES PROJECT NAME PLANS APPROVED
125 North Park Ave Airport Park Sewer NO
CITY,STATE,EIP PROJEDT LOCATION CITY
Calipatria, CA, 92233 International Blvd & Main St Calipatria
ENGIKEER PRCJECT DESCRIFTION DATE OF PLANS
None 12" gravity sewer
Description Unit Cost Quantity Total
1. Mobilization and Demaobilization $4,000.00 |1L.S. $4,000.00
2. Connect to existing manhole $4500.00 1EA $4500.00
3. 12" sdr-35 pvc sewer $82.63 800 LF $74,367.00
4. 48" ID sewer manhole. 4-way with capped stub-outs includes $13,805.00 | 3EA $41,415.00
epoxy coating
5. Asphalt removal and replacement $37.10 600 SQFT $22,260.00

TOTAL BASE BID: $146,542.00
NOTES AND EXCLUSIONS:

1. No drawings have been provided for the improvements. Final alignment and grade to be field fit and approved by City.

2. 48" manholes w/ 30" clear opening ring and covers on 300 ft spacing includes epoxy coating, spark testing and concrete
support collars.

3. Connection to existing manhole will be 12" above the existing downstream invert. The channel will be modified with
minimal flow interruption.

4. Asphalt repairs in International Blvd will be done after the completion of the sewer main installation. The quantity is
estimated at 600 sq ft. The repaired area will be excavated to subgrade, compacted, 12" of new class 2 base, T-grind
perimeter, pave 4" of new AC.

5. The 2 existing manholes in the AC repair area will receive new support collars.

6. Native spoils removal is excluded. Excess native dirt will be knocked down semi smocth and watered at completion of
project.
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Inspection provided by City of Calipatria as needed during the installation process to not delay construction progress.
Construction water available adjacent to the site, provided by Mark McBroom at no cost {o the contractor.

This proposal includes necessary trench safety equipment for the installation of the gravity sewer line.

0. This proposal includes current prevailing wage rates for the project.

i s

WE PROPOSE to furnish material and labor, complete in accordance with the above specifications and stipulations.

This proposal does not include: permits, fees, bonds, bond premiums, engineering, testing, asbestos testing or removal, survey or staking, Any work not specifically described is
excluded. Work performed is due and payable immediately upon completion. Unless expressly included in the above list of work to be performed, unusual site conditions such as
buried trash, concrete, abandoned utilities, mud, rock, ground water, hazardous waste, etc. that were not apparent on the surface or expressly disclosed in writing prior to the
date of this propesal shall be deemed for additional compensation and cessation of work until an agreement to proceed is made, Excess spoils will remain on site unless expressly
described in our scope of wark. If any action is brought to enforce collection, attorney’s fees and court costs will be collected in addition to the amount due. All material is
guaranteed to be as specified. All work to be completed in a workmanlike manner according to standard practices. Any alteration or deviation from the above specifications
involving extra cost will be executed only upon written change orders, and will become an extra charge over and beyond the criginal contract value. Cholla Construction raserves
the right to receive additional compensation due to material cost increases and changes in fuel prices. All agreements are contingent upon strikes, accidents, delays, material
availability, weather and force majeure events, Our warkers are fully covered by Workers Compensation Insurance. Pursuant to California law and the Business and Professions
Code: " Contractors are reguired by law to be licensed and regulated by the Contractors State License Board which has jurisdiction to investigate complaints against contractors if
a complaint regarding a patent act or omission is filed within four years of the date of the alleged violation. A complaint regarding a latent act or omission pertaining to structural
defects must be filed within 10 years of the date of the alleged violation. Any questions concerning a contractor may be referred to the Registrar, Contractors State License Board,
PO Box 26000, Sacramenta, CA 95826"

Authorized THIS PROPOSAL MAY BE WITHDRAWN BY US IF NOT ACCEPTED WITHIN 30 DAYS
sonerre Dpbort=(C futaa  8-15-25

ROBERT ¥ATES

ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL-
The above specifications, terms and contract are satisfactory, hereby the work is authorized to proceed and payment far the work s promised.

Signhature Deate of Acceptance

TOTAL BASE BID: $146,542.00
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VGL Construction, Inc
1476-D US Hwy 86 Estimate

El Centro, CA 92243 4 5
matt@vglconstruction.com V' i l
GENERAL ENGINEERING

ELECTRICAL

LiCiapEEas

ADDRESS
City of Calipatria
City of Calipatria

ESTIMATE # DATE EXPIRATION DATE

est0183 07/31/2025 08/31/2025

DESCRIFPTION QaTy RATE AMOUNT
Job site mobilization, part and material deliveries. 1 4.500.00 4,500.00
Furnish all parts, materials, labor and equipment needed to install new 12" 900 110.11 99,099.00
sdr35 sewer line. Provide all sewer testing and trench compaction testing.

Per Eddie.

Tie new 12" sewer line into existing manhole. Repair street after tested and 1 19,600.00 19,600.00

compaction is completed. Provide bead blasting and coating on existing

manhole. Per Eddie

Furnish all parts, materials, labor and equipment needed to install 3 new 3 16,500.35 49,501.05
manholes along the 200" of 12" sewer line. Provide coatings on new

manholes. Per Eddie

5 TOTAL
Contractor's Lic# 2908288 $1—7 217 0040'5
Office Phone # 760-791-9894
Thank you for this business opportunity!
Accepted By Accepted Date

"Proposed Estimate Agreement”
Once approved please compete and sign the aggichment called Proposed Estimate Agreement



DISCUSSION/ACTION - ITEM # 4

CALIPATRIA CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Date Submitted: September 4, 2025
Submitted By: Laura Gutierrez, City Manager/CFO
Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2025
Discussion / Action
Subject: GAFCON Strategic Plan Proposal

Background:
The City of Calipatria City Council on February 26, 2024, approved the preparation of a Request for Statement

of Qualifications for Strategic Planning, Project Management, and Other Professional Services. On April 23,
2024, the City Council approved the proposal submitted by GAFCON and two (2) other consultants for
Professional Services.

As the City prepares for growth, the Strategic Plan will focus on the City’s unigue strengths, challenges, and
aspirations of the community. The proposal provided by GAFCON includes partnering with the Institute for
Local Government (ILG) Boost Program. The robust proposal includes tasks such as Visions & Goals,
Community Assessment, Stakeholder Engagement, Economic Development, Marketing Communications,
Streetscape & Mobility Enhancements, and a Comprehensive Final Report.

Community input will be an essential part of the process, as the City establishes a vision that represents those
who live, work, attend school, or visit Calipatria. In the interactive workshops proposed, participants will have
a chance to share their thoughts and experiences living or working in Calipatria, which will also include which
facilities or services community members use, what they think is good about the city and what could be
improved.

The scope of work outlines the commitment to helping the city define its future with clarity, consensus, and
actionable direction.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends the City Council consider GAFCON’s Strategic Plan Proposal.

Fiscal Impact:
General Fund ~ Not to exceed $64,080 based on a time and materials basis.
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W gafcon

Scope of Work Overview

Gafcon PM-CM LLC proposes a comprehensive and inclusive approach to support the City of Calipatria
in developing a Strategic Plan focused on the City's unique strengths, challenges, and aspirations.
Building on the City's recent accomplishments and leveraging Gafcon’s and Institute of Local
Governments' (ILG) expertise in municipal program management, planning, and outreach, this scope
outlines our commitment to helping the city define its future with clarity, consensus, and actionable
direction.

Key Elements of Strategic Plan

NN W

Vision and Goals

Community Assessment

Stakeholder Engagement

Economic Development

Marketing & Communications
Streetscape & Mobility Enhancements
Comprehensive Final Report

1. Vision and Goals (In collaboration with ILG)

-

Create a clear, inspiring vision statement highlighting the city's unigue attributes and goals.
Set Clear & Achievable Goals: Define Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-
bound (SMART) goals that align with the community's vision.

Develop a comprehensive framework to monitor progress towards goals and assess the
effectiveness of implemented strategies. This framework should include a phased
implementation roadmap, inclusive of timelines, responsible parties, funding strategies,
and measurable success metrics.

Establish a system for regularly tracking progress, measuring results against key performance
indicators (KPIs), and reviewing the plan against the community's vision.

Community Assessment (In collaboration with ILG)

Conduct thorough research on demographics and emerging demographic trends.
Evaluate economic conditions and opportunities.

Identify problems, barriers, strengths, and opportunities specific to your community.
Prioritize challenges and opportunities based on impact.

Evaluate housing conditions and affordability.

Assess infrastructure conditions and capacity.

116 South Imperial Avenue, Suite B, Imperial, CA 92251 | 858.875.0010 | gafcon.com
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W gafcon

3. Stakeholder Engagement (In collaboration with ILG)
Community Engagement

Gafcon will coordinate, promote, and facilitate eight (8) themed community events designed to
engage residents, businesses, and other community stakeholders to ensure the community
plan reflects the community’s values and priorities.
Gafcon will provide:

o Staffing and event coordination

o Outreach flyers and promotional materials

o Digital and in-person questionnaires

o Summary reports for each event
Identify a local organization and assemble a diverse steering committee representing various
community interests and demographics.
|dentify partnership opportunities between local government, businesses, community
organizations, and residents to address community needs and achieve shared goals.
Coordinate engagement with County, Imperial Irrigation District, and State of California.
Develop angoing community engagement programs for community involvement. Examples
include:
Farmers Market Showcase: Highlighting local agriculture and food access.

aQ

o Community Arts Fair: Featuring local artists and cultural heritage.

o “Future of Calipatria” Town Halls: Strategic plan feedback sessions.
o Youth Vision Labs: Empowering student voices.

City Council, Civic Leaders, & Business Leaders Meetings

Schedule and facilitate 6-10 strategic working sessions with:
o City Council
o City Department Heads
o Regional and state government agencies
o Local nonprofit and education leaders
o Business and industry representatives
Provide agendas, visual materials, and meeting summaries.
Ensure alignment across leadership on plan goals and implementation steps.

4. Economic Development

Explore opportunities to diversify the local economy beyond traditional industries like
agriculture, or natural resource extraction. This could involve supporting new businesses,
attracting specific industries, or developing local talent.

Evaluate opportunities to improve workforce skills and training, ensuring that residents have
the skills needed for the evolving job market. This may involve partnerships with local
educational institutions or regional workforce development initiatives

Identify resources and support for existing businesses to thrive, including access to capital,
technical assistance, and streamlined permitting processes.

Evaluate opportunities to streamline the permitting process.

116 South Imperial Avenue, Suite B, Imperial, CA 92251 | 858.875.0010 | gafcon.com
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o gafcon

Identify critical infrastructure needs, including water, sewer, transportation, and public safety
services, ensuring the ability to support community development, economic growth, and
equitable access for all residents.

Evaluate housing options needed to support economic development. This may involve
exploring various housing models, streamlining the permitting process for housing
development, and partnering with housing developers.

Identify alternatives to stimulate economic growth.

5. Marketing & Communications
To ensure widespread participation and clear messaging:

Design of branded presentations, flyers, social media posts, and fact sheets
Production of visioning questionnaires and interactive materials
Stakeholder-specific presentations (e.q., Economic Summit, School District Forum)
Web-ready summary maps and infographics for development opportunities

Create Developer-Focused Maps & Investment Packages:

Create a developer map book showcasing available land, zoning, infrastructure, and opportunity
sites.

Tailor messaging for potential investors and development partners, including infrastructure
incentives, Climate Resilience District benefits, and Lithium Valley adjacency.

Collaborate with City staff and Imperial County to align with existing planning documents.

6. Streetscape & Mobility Enhancements (Caltrans Coordination)

a

Identify key corridors for beautification and mobility improvements, particularly near the
proposed new park, city hall, and community center.
Coordinate early engagement with Caltrans District 11 for potential collaboration on:
o Enhanced intersections
o Pedestrian safety and lighting
o Landscaping and signage
Align streetscape design with placemaking and branding geals.

7. Comprehensive Final Report

Deliver a polished final report summarizing:

Strategic Plan goals and implementation strategy
Community engagement results and feedback
Economic development recommendations
Streetscape and infrastructure priorities

o Visuals: maps, renderings, and outreach summaries
Provide editable and web-optimized formats for public access.

(@]

9 0 O

-

Benefits to the Community

Stronger Civic Identity: Through inclusive engagement, local pride is strengthened while
amplifying resident voices in shaping the future.

Economic Momentum: Resources like the Climate Resilience District, Lithium Valley proximity,
and beautification investments are positioned to attract business and housing.

116 South Imperial Avenue, Suite B, imperial, CA 92251 | 858.875.0010 | gafcon.com
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& gafcon

» Community Vitality: Promotion of farmers markets, cultural events, and public art bolsters
community health and economic opportunity.

« Safe, Walkable, Attractive Public Spaces: Streetscape enhancements and strategic land
planning promote mobility and public safety.

« Sustainable Growth: Strategic infrastructure planning ensures the City is ready to accommodate
residents, investors, and partners sustainably.

Project Schedule
The following project schedule reflects the general sequence of tasks that will culminate with the delivery
of a final comprehensive report.
1 2 3 4 & &
Task & |Task Description Sep-25 Oct-25 MNov-25 | Dec-25 | lan-26 | Feb-26
1 Visions & Geals

p Community Assessment
3 Stakeholder Engagement

& Economic Development

5

5]

7

Marketing Communications .
;'St;ee.tsr;ape & Mobility Enhancaments
|C‘amp-rehenséve Final Report

Proposed Fee
Not to exceed budget of $64,080 based on a time and materials basis.

Task # Task Description Fee
1 Visions & Goals S 3,040
2 Community Assessment S 3,720
3  Stakeholder Engagement $18,200
4  Economic Development $ 10,080
5  Marketing Communications $ 10,600
& Streetscape & Mobility Enhancements S 8,400
7  Comprehensive Final Report S 5040

Total $59,080

Reimbursables § 5,000
TOTAL $ﬁ4,0'30'

116 South Imperial Avenue, Suite B, Imperial, CA 92251 | 858.875.0010 | gafcon.com
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